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Background information:

This interview was recorded at Fred Klarer’s house

in Long Island, New York.

Interview conducted by Richard Josephson (former DM Heng Kong)
and compiled by Yvonne Chen, Xan Schmickel, Michael An.
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Interviewer: Have you ever felt disconnected from Shrfu since the Wi A R E AR R 0 R e
first day you met him? iE
Gwo Hu: The bond between Shrfu and I has never been broken TR - ok hlEE - Rkt AR g - T g|H

since the day I met him and it never will. I have had other teachers and M EET - tEE A EEE - AETCATER - ik

have learned some Buddha Dharma from them. Like Shrfu said, ‘the
Buddha Dharma is as vast as the ocean. It is a waste to stand still and
sigh, be proactive, go swim and take some actions.’

I would love to have the opportunity to discuss with Shrfu about
all the things I have learned from other Masters. I know that he would
be very supportive and would let me know if I am on the wrong path.

If you really follow Shrfu’s teaching, you don’t have to wait for him
to constantly give you direction, just simply listen to him once, follow
his instructions, and go about doing what you were told.

As an example, I served as his translator for a few years. I am
currently reading some of His dharma talks and commentaries and his
voice echoed in my mind as if he was right by my side, dharma talking

to me.
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Interviewer: Can you share with us at least one memorable
experience of how Shrfu would teach other people?

Gwo Hu: I have plenty of examples but I do not want to do this
as this will put other people in the negative spot light.

Interviewer: How about one that is positively encouraging?

Gwo Hu: This goes back to my meeting with Shrfu twenty years
ago. Following a Dharma talk on a Sunday afternoon in Burlingame,
Shrfu would sit on a sofa and people would come up to him for
private teachings. I vividly remembered the instance of a couple. The
wife was seriously concerned about her husband’s smoking habit.
Unable to convince her husband to quit smoking, she asked Shrfu
for help. Shrfu explained to the man the negative effects of smoking
and pointed him towards a healthier, smoke free life. This was a very
simple yet very profound teaching to me. It was so straight to the point
that the man felt like he had attained the four stages of Arhatship in
a very short time span. Shrfu’s teaching was very effective, he used the
same subtle standards to teach beings, whether they are layman or
monastic members.

Next was a Bhikshuni who came up to inquire some deeper issues
about cultivation. Again, Shrfu treated her just like he would to any
other lay folks, giving her the right amount and appropriate teaching.

I do not want to keep talking about other people’s experience. 1
want to relate to you with one of my own now.

Shrfu had not really been very strict with me. There was a
controversy about a book publishing issue one time, and I was led
to take side in a heated discussion. As Shrfu was getting ready for
the lecture, I could see he had already put on his outer robe, buct still
stopped by my room and uttered a statement to me. “That was not
your issue, stay away from getting involved in someone else’s problem.’

That statement was like a sharp knife which immediately resolved
all my concerns. He was right that the issue had nothing to do with
me, and I should know better than supporting other people’s opinions
particularly when the latter are not in-line with mine. I could see
Shrfu was not too happy, he gave me a bad look and headed towards
the lecture hall.

Shrfu could have been harsher with me in this case but he was
not. However, I know he would beat other people under the same
circumstances. For example, when it comes to Gwo Fa, our kitchen
chef, I have never heard him scold Gwo Fa. Shrfu never said any
harsh words to him, only praises. It has to do with the roots and the
goodness of the person. It is who you are and how you define yourself
that make Shrfu treat you one way or another. Shrfu does not have
a fix way to teach but used appropriate means to deliver teachings to
different individuals.

The take-away lesson with Shrfu is first and foremost, you must
believe and trust him completely. He would not hurt you. Even
if he had to beat you, it was for your own benefits. If you cannot

comprehend this, you won't be able to learn from a great Master.
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In other scenarios, I have also seen Shrfu causing pain to people
and that experience was like going through a slow death for he
wanted them to feel every pain possible. One time, he was harshly
disciplining someone, when I was in sight, he looked at me and put
on a peaceful smile on his face as if to say that everything was beautiful
and wonderful in this universe. Then he immediately turned away,
continuing his beating and punishment of the other person.

This is to say that Shrfu manifested a particular state of mind in
order to teach a particular individual. The fact that he looked at me
and smiled meant that I and the other person are not the same and
that I needed a different teaching. His teaching varied and he picked
the appropriate method for each person.

Shrfu used every possible tool to teach, but once he is done with
teaching, he would drop the tool and move on. He was not attached
and was completely free of anything. If one looks at him from
the perspective of an average person, one will realize that his great
strength and his incredible vision, wisdom, and intellect completely
set him apart from being an ordinary person.

Another way to illustrate his extraordinary ability is his own
teaching. The way he taught you to search the yellow pages is no
different from preaching you on the Avatamsaka Sutra. He could
speak thoroughly and fluently on any subject. One has to meet him
to believe who and how he was. However, chances to meet such a
sage do not come by often and I was one of the lucky persons. I
totally believe in him and try all my best. That was all one had to do
with him.

Interviewer: It was the most important thing to do too. Follow
the rules, apply your best, and he will be completely behind you,
supporting you in every way.

Gwo Hu: Yes, absolutely. I made the same mistakes like many
others in that I thought I knew more than he did. In fact, he was the
one who knew the best of everything.

I can share with you another silly story if you care to hear.

Heng Chk’ien, Gwo Mong, Heng Pai, Heng Shou, Heng Ch’ao,
and I first moved in to the Gold Mountain Monastery on 15 street
to help rebuild the place. Shortly after, Heng Ju (Tim Testu), the first
of the three steps and a bow American Bhikshu followed suit.

The place was an old brick building and we had to demolish the
wall and tear off the floor in order to rebuild from scratch. After
completion, I left for Hong Kong. I heard the place was being rebuilt
again for it did not pass county inspection.

This one hundred year old building needed a new surface as the
mortar began to fall out of the bricks. We asked Shrfu for direction
and his advice was to apply a very thin coat of cement, and with the
help of a broom, slapped on the wall to create a new surface.

Heng Ch’ien was very familiar with building construction so we
immediately put ourselves to work. Then someone had a bright idea,

it could have been me as it was not so bright after all. I suggested
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adding more cement to make the paste thicker so the new surface
would stand stronger with this denser mix. We applied this new
mix and covered one complete side of the wall.

Shrfu walked in at the end of the day and the first thing he said
was ‘Stupid, definitely very stupid’.

I tried to mimic the way Shrfu would say ‘Stupid’.

Interviewer: I remember I was there...

Gwo Hu: It was the most stupid thing to do. It will dry and
flake off in no time’. He was right. That part of the wall continued
to peel off ever since.

Interviewer: It was the wall below...

Gwo Hu: Yes, the wall of the lower level. Anyway, we were never
able to fix that side of the wall and cement just kept flaking off.

Interviewer: Shrfu had a lot of insights on everything. He had
a very clear vision and mind when it comes to getting things done.
Indeed, Shrfu had tremendous construction experience. He had
built monasteries from the ground up so he was very familiar with
building material.

Gwo Hu: Yes, you are right. Let me repeat what I said earlier.
You had to have absolute trust in him and to try your best in
carrying out the work. Even now in my life, when I face difficulties,
I quiet my mind, pretending that Shrfu was by my side to give me
advice.

Basically, Shrfu taught us reality Dharma. He revealed and
‘showed us things as they truly are. He could be very unfamiliar
with things at first yet came to quickly understand them from
inside out. He made mistakes from time to time but immediately
moved on. He was not attached to a way and he would instead find
other ways to work things out. He was very result oriented.

You have to make up your mind to either trust Shrfu or to be
on your own. If you do trust, then you have to trust him totally and
apply your very best at it. You will not be successful if you exhibit
the slightest doubt about him.

Earlier, you asked about Shrfu’s aggressive and scolding style of
teaching. Let me tell you, he taught to all that came to him, and
he would use appropriate means suited to that individual for each
teaching. Early on, we always held Buddhist feasts on Sundays and
I used to dislike them as there were so many people who would
come to eat free. According to Shrfu, it was a good practice and it
was one way to entice people to come to the monastery.

Have you heard about the story of pigeons?

At Waverly place, Pigeons were our guests during lecture time.
They gathered on the patio as Shrfu delivers his Dharma talk. They
would leave as soon as he finished lecturing. Interestingly, the
pigeons seemed to visit only whenever Shrfu was around.

Interviewer: Today’s time is up, we will meet next time to

continue our talk. 8
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