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What is the Dharma of quiescence? It is the void characteristic of all dharmas.
It is said, “The still and quiescent character of all dharmas cannot be expressed
in words.” The Dharma of quiescence is indescribable, for it has neither shape
nor color. It is not green, yellow, red, white or black; nor is it long, short,
rectangular or circular. Not only is its nature non-dual, it has no appearance at
all. What is it like? It’s like emptiness.

What do you see inside emptiness? Nothing. Even though space contains
nothing, having no shape or form, but all shapes and forms are never apart
from space and are all contained within it. You may think that the earth has
no emptiness in it; however, if you dig one foot into the earth, then there will
be one foot of empty space. If you dig ten feet into the earth, there will be
ten feet of empty space. In that case, was the emptiness not there before you
started digging? No, it was already there. Actually, all objects are contained
within emptiness.

Whether objects exist or not, emptiness is always there; space exists even in
places where there are shape and form. Let’s examine this notion of “existence”.
What do you see? There is nothing that cannot be seen. What do you think
emptiness tastes like? It has no flavor. What do you think the color of emptiness
is? It has no color. The true appearance of all dharmas is just like this; it is the
same as emptiness. If you understand this principle, then you will understand

your inherent nature. Thus, it is said,

Our inherent nature is like emptiness.

Truth and falsehood are within ir.

When one fathoms the fundamental substance,

With this single understanding, everything is penetrated.

Our inherent nature is like emptiness. True and falsehood are within
it. It contains true emptiness as well as wonderful existence. True emptiness
is wonderful existence; wonderful existence is also true emptiness. True
emptiness is never apart from wonderful existence, and wonderful existence
is not separated from emptiness. Master Yong Jia’s Song of Enlightenment goes,

“The true is not established; the false is fundamentally empty. Both existence
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and non-existence are banished, and non-emptiness is emptied.”
What is the truth? There is no truth. It is deceptive to speak of the
“truth,” for where is it? Is there falsehood then? It is also deceptive
to speak of “falsehood,” for there is no falsechood, either. Truth and
falsehood exist only in the minds of ordinary people.

Our inherent nature is the same as the emptiness. Emptiness
will not proclaim, “I am the emptiness!” It has no inherent essence
of its own. If it says that it is empty, then it is not true emptiness.
Fundamentally, empty space has no inherent substance. Our inherent
nature is just the same. You may think, “If there is nothing at all,
that is terrible! How could there be nothing!” Don't be afraid. When
you have nothing, you, in fact, have everything. At that point, all
will be yours—the mountains, rivers, the great earth, everything in
the universe, as well as everything within the three thousand great
thousand worlds. It is all yours!

However, you have to be genuine without any attachments. If
you have even the slightest attachment, as minute as a strand of hair,
then none of it can be yours. See! Because you still have a tiny bit
of attachment, you still have attachments and worries. If you can be
without attachments and worries, you are truly a wealthy person,
because everything in the dharma realm is in your nature. Your
wealth extends to the ultimate point—to the end of empty space and
to the end of the dharma realm. Your inherent nature encompasses
everything!

When one fathoms the fundamental substance. If you
understand the substance of your inherent nature, With this single
understanding, everything is penetrated. When you understand
one thing, you understand all things. There is nothing you do not
comprehend. You don’t need to look outside yourself for the “Three
Bodies, Four Wisdoms, Five Eyes, or Six Spiritual Powers”; they are
your own treasuries in the first place. Now that you have heard this,
even if you do not have great awakening, you should at least have a

small awakening. Do not let time pass in vain! &
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