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The Venerable One was from Central India. When his father took him to see the
Ninth Patriarch, his father said, “The child was in the womb for sixty years, so we
named him ‘Hard-Bearing.” An immortal once said that this child was no ordinary
person, and that in the future he would be a vessel for the Dharma. Now that he
has met the Venerable One, please allow him to leave the home-life. Thereupon,
the Patriarch shaved the child's head and transmitted the precepts to him. During
the karmavacana proceeding in which he was questioned three times on various
matters, auspicious light shone upon the candle-lit precept stage and as a response
twenty-one pieces of sharira manifested. From then on, he was very vigorous in his
practice and forgot about feeling tired, and his ribs never touched the mat. Due to
this reason, he was known as “ Venerable Ribs.”

Later, the Patriarch transmitted the Great Dharma to him. Having received
the Dharma, he traveled to teach living beings. When he arrived in Pataliputra,
he transmitted the Dharma to Punyayashas. He then manifested spiritual
transformations and entered Nirvana. He immolated himselfin the Fire of Samadhi.
The four assemblies gathered his sharira with their clothes and built stupas for him

everywhere.

Commentary:

The Venerable One was from Central India. The tenth patriarch, Parshva (“Ribs”),
was born in Central India. Why was he called “Venerable Ribs”? This was because in
meditation, he would maintain an upright posture at all times, never lying down.
For example, Guo Tong, after sitting for a while, would lay down. Even while he was
sleeping, he would always be in meditation posture, and his ribs would never touch the

mat; therefore, people called him “Venerable Ribs.”
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During the time his father took him to see the Ninth Patriarch, his father
said. The Tenth Patriarch went with his father to visit the Ninth Patriarch and said,
“The child was in the womb for sixty years, so we named him “Hard-Bearing.”

He lived in the womb for sixty years. As you can see, it is not an easy birth
since it took sixty years to give birth to him. Would you say that this was not easy
giving birth to him? Similarly, Lao Tzu, the ancient sage from China, stayed in his
mother’s womb for eighty years, twenty more years than the Tenth Patriarch did.
That was why they called Lao Tzu the “Old One.”

An immortal once said,” his father continued, “this child was no ordinary
person, and that in the future he would be a vessel for the Dharma.” This child
was not an ordinary one who wets the bed. Rather, he will be the vessel for the
Dharma in the future. Now that he has met the Venerable One, please allow
him to leave the home-life. Since he has a chance to meet you, Ninth Patriarch, I
would request that he leaves the householder’s life immediately.

Then, the Patriarch shaved the child’s head and transmitted the precepts
to him— transmitting him the Complete Precepts. During the Karmavacana
proceeding in which he was questioned three times on various matters, auspicious
light shone upon the candle-lit precept stage and as a response, twenty-one
pieces of sharira manifested.

From then on, he was very vigorous in his practice and forgot about feeling
tired, his ribs never touched the mat. After he received the precepts, he was so
vigorous that he forgot about his weariness. As for us, after cultivating for a while,
we usually feel tired, whereas the Ten Patriarch would not feel tired at all. and Due
to this reason, he was known as “Venerable Ribs.” His ribs never touched the
mat. That is why people called him “Venerable Ribs.”

Later, the Patriarch transmitted the Great Dharma to him. Later, the Ninth
Patriarch passed on to him the Dharma-door of Mind Seal. Having received the
Dharma, the Venerable One traveled to teach living beings. When he arrived
in Pataliputra, he transmitted the Dharma to Punyayashas. After the tenth
patriarch received the Dharma, he then went to the kingdom of Pataliputra.
Pataliputra is the name of a kingdom in India. The tenth patriarch then transmitted
the Dharma to Venerable Punyayashas.

He then manifested spiritual transformations and entered Nirvana by
immolating himself in the Fire of Samadhi. He then manifested the eighteen
kinds of spiritual transformations and entered Nirvana — by engulfing and
burned himself in a fire generated from his samadhi. The four assemblies
gathered his shariras with clothes and built stupas for him everywhere. The
four assemblies— upasakas, upasikas, bhikshus, and bhikshunis, all went to collect

his shariras with their clothes, and stupas were built everywhere in honor of him.

s> To be continued
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