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Dharma Master Kuili said he lied but he
did not argue back. Dharma Master KuiJi
had waited until nightfall and so he had to
spend the night at the straw hut because it
got to be too dark to walk. So there was a fat
monk and a skinny monk. The fat monk was
Dharma Master Kuili, and the skinny monk
was Vinaya Master Dao Xuan.

Although Vinaya Master Dao Xuan
ate heavenly offerings daily, he was not fat;
although Dharma Master KuiJi did not
ever eat heavenly offerings, he was very fat.
He enjoyed eating, so he was always telling
the cook to think up some excellent dishes.
That night, Dharma Master Kui]i did not
meditate or investigate dhyana, but sprawled
out on the bed and slept. As soon as he fell as
asleep, he was snoring thunderously.

Vinaya Master Dao Xuan sat meditating
and did not snore. Dharma Master KuiJi lay
on the bed and snored in his sleep. Vinaya
Master Dao Xuan was so disturbed that he
could not enter Samadhi, so he was picking
lice off of his body (Mt. Zhong Nan is very
cold and so cultivators there did not bathe
often and consequently had lice.) As the lice
bit him, he would pick the lice off his flesh.

Because he kept the precepts, he did not
dare to kill, so he slowly placed each louse
on the ground. He did this unobtrusively
in the dark of night. Dharma Master KuiJi
remained sound asleep all night. Vinaya
Master Dao Xuan continued to meditate.

The next morning, Vinaya Master Dao
Xuan told Dharma Master KuiJi, “Hey! How
come you do not cultivate at all? You don't
meditate, you dont do any practice. You lie
down and sleep all night, snoring loudly and
talking in your sleep. I could not meditate or
enter Samadhi.”

Dharma Master KuiJi said, “Ah! You say
I have no cultivation, but I think you don’t.
You say heavenly beings bring you offerings
but since I have been here, I have not seen
any heavenly being.

Last night, instead of doing your practice,
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you were picking lice. You picked two lice. If you had
pinched them dead, that would have been one thing,
but you placed them alive on the ground. One died
when you let it drop to the floor and the other broke
two legs. The dead louse went to King Yama to sue
you. King Yama was planning to send some ghosts
over to capture you for questioning but I spoke on
your behalf. I told him that you are a cultivator and
hoped that King Yama will forgive you. I told those
two lice to find their next birth. This is how you were
saved from your troubles. And you actually tell me
that I disturbed you, preventing you from cultivating?
I think you have no cultivation whatsoever!”

Vinaya Master Dao Xuan thought, “How did he
know about the two lice I dropped to the ground?
There were no lights on or anything; how did he
know?” He did not dare to argue because he kept the
precepts, so he did not speak to people casually. He
simply remained patient with what other people said
about him; he did not argue back or defend himself.

Later, Dharma Master KuiJi said, “I'm leaving,
you are just pretending to cultivate here. I am not
going to wait for lunch today.”

By noon, heavenly being Lu Xuan Chang brought
offerings to Vinaya Master Dao Xuan. Vinaya Master
Dao Xuan, somewhat unhappy, said, “How you did
not bring any food yesterday?”

Lu Xuan Chang immediately knelt down and said,
“Vinaya Master, I did try to bring offerings yesterday,
but I could not find your hut. For more than a dozen
miles radii around this hut a golden light shone so
brightly that I could not open my eyes. I could not
see the roads in front of me. I asked the local earth
Bodhisattva why the golden lights were so bright
up ahead that I could not proceed. The local earth
Bodhisattva said, ‘Someone in the hut is a Bodhisattva
in the flesh, a living Bodhisattva.” I circled around a
few times yesterday and could not come in, so I could
not bring you offerings. Please forgive me.”

Vinaya Master Dao Xuan thought, “No wonder
Dharma Master Kuifi is a National Master whom
even the emperor believes in. He is a Bodhisattva in
the flesh.” He did not dare to look down on Dharma
Master KuiJi anymore. So we cannot fathom the states

of Bodhisattvas.
$0To be continued
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