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The Trend of Virtue Prevails like Wind

Blown Over Grass-Towns and Villages
Advocating Filial Respect

The occasion for the Essay Contest on Filial
Respect from Dharma Realm Culture and
Education Foundation
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On October, 21%, Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery at Liu Gui, Kaoshiung,
held its very first Honoring Elder’s Day. Although space was limited, more
than 100 elders came to join the celebration with delight. Fifteen tables
were set up for guests and the elders ate hearty vegetarian food with relish.
Two principals from local elementary schools, Long Xing and Xin Fa, led
about fifty students to come and performed for entertainment. Dharma
Realm Sagely Monastery had “blown” Ven. Master Huas “wind of virtue”

of respecting elders to the remote mountain areas. Additionally, primary

educational institutions were also invited to participate in the celebration and

there was a touching condition associated with this invitation.
On August 8", 2009, Typhoon Morakat hit southern Taiwan, and left
the mountain areas of Liu Gui quite damaged. This shocking “88 Flood”
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caused many broken families. At that time, Guo-er Cai, a faithful follower
from Kaoshiung’s branch association of Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery,
brought forth her kind heart. Every Thursday, she took a group of volunteer
teachers to two elementary schools, Long Xing and Xin Fa, located at Liu
Gui. By employing the story-drawing methodology, teachers tried to heal
students’ broken hearts. At the same time, volunteer teachers also trained
“mother volunteers as seeds” so that these mothers could continue coaching
these young children. Having worked for three consecutive years, the mother
volunteers are already capable of teaching students independently.

In November, 2011, Lay woman Cai accompanied Principal Xie of Long
Xing Elementary School, to visit Dharma Realm Sagely Monatery for the
first time. Dharma Master Neng and Chiang gave Principal Xie free copies
of several bilingual Children books published by DRBA. Among these books,
what touched Principal Xie the most is the bilingual version of the Standard
for Students which has illustrations in it. She quickly said, “May I request
153 copies of the Standard for Students so that every student can have a copy
and learn?”

Moreover, Principal Xie said, “For Spring 2011 classes, the school originally
had a Dharma Master from another monastery working as a volunteer teacher,
teaching virtues. Due to some reasons, he had to leave this semester. Is it
possible to invite Dharma Master Chiang to teach the upper classmen the
Standard for Students and at the same time other volunteer teachers teach the
lower classmen so that the entire school can learn the Standard for Students
together? “ As a result of this invitation, Dharma Master Chiang started tying
affinities with the students in Long Xing Elementary School as a teacher.

Using singing to teach the Stndard for Students, Dharma Master
Chiang helped the students read aloud the text with the lively melodies. He
supplemented the classes with animations of 24 Paragons of Filial Respect and
hoped that students could incorporate and embody filial respect in their daily
lives. During the same time period, Lay man Guo Qiang Yang also resolved
to teach students of these two schools, martial art, “Zhong Yi Fist” every
Wednesday and hoped that every student would become talented in both civil
and military aspects — a shared wish of the two principals from both schools.
During the celebration for Honoring Elders’ Day, the students’” performance
of martial arts was lively and energetic, which won many praises and approval
from the elders.

Principal Lin from Xin Fa Elementary School has taken the Lay Bodhisattva
Precepts in the past and knows Buddhist demeanors and rules very well. The
first time she visited the Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery, she invited Dharma
Masters to attend the school’s anniversary celebrations so that students can
draw near to monastics. Principal Lin, an enthusiastic and an amiable person,
with whole-hearted support, assisted with all of preparation and coordination
work for Honoring Elders’ Day. She was also the program’s host and brought
a great success to the very first Honoring Elders’ Day at Dharma Realm Sagely

Monastery.
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