With Great Compassion for All Living
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A couple of weeks ago, I told a story about the first Three Steps, One Bow
pilgrimage (1973-1974) and how Manjushri Bodhisattva helped Heng
Ju Shr and Heng Yo Shr at the time. Particularly how he gave Heng Ju
Shr a teaching on the importance of lovingkindness and compassion
for those nearest to us. Tonight I will tell a story about another person
in a far more dangerous situation, who was also saved by a Bodhisattva.

This happened in 1978. The previous story was told to me by
Heng Ju Shr, but it was not something that I was an actual witness
to. However, I was fortunate to be a direct witness with the last part of
today’s story. Therefore, I can verify that this account is true. This story
is about one of the Venerable Master’s disciples, Guo Lei, or Douglas
Powers. In August 1978, the Venerable Master took about ten people
to visit Malaysia for a lecture tour. These people included two monks,
two nuns and about six lay people including Doug. Heng Sure Shr and
Marty (former Heng Chau Shr) were in the middle of their own Three
Step, One Bow pilgrimage. Venerable Master took them to Malaysia for
one and a half months, letting them bow in place. Doug was part of this
group, but he went to Hong Kong for a month first and then joined
the delegation in Malaysia later. Near the end of their six-week stay in

Malaysia, Doug had an idea of climbing the Annapurna Mountains
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in the Himalayas, several of which are over 25,000 feet high. While the
delegation would go on to Singapore, Thailand, and Hong Kong, staying
at each place for about a week, Doug wished to leave the delegation and
go to Nepal to climb the mountain.

Doug talked to the Venerable Master about his wish, saying that if
he did not leave right away the mountain would have more snow and
be difficult to climb. The Venerable Master told him to stay with the
delegation group for three more weeks, and then go climb the mountain.
The Venerable Master even told him that he guaranteed that there
would not be more snow if he left later. However, Doug still wanted
to leave right away. He told the Venerable Master that if he waited, the
transportation costs would be much greater. The Venerable Master said
he would pay the extra cost and again encouraged him to wait. Yet Doug
still insisted on leaving. He told the Master that he felt that it was the
right time to go and if he traveled later on it would be more difficult. The
Venerable Master assured him that if he waited he would not encounter
any difficulties. So the Venerable Master had clearly told him three times
to wait till later to go on his trip to climb the Annapurna Mountains.
Although Doug had run out of reasons on why he couldn’t wait till later,
he still went ahead and left right away.

He had to travel across Malaysia to Thailand, then to Burma before
getting to Nepal. Shortly after he started his journey, he realized that
things were not going the way he had originally planned. It seemed that
every place he went there were problems. In Southern Thailand political
radicals even shot at his bus. Although the bus escaped and no one on
the bus was injured, other people close by were killed. Things just started
going wrong. He soon realized that it would have been much better if
he waited for three weeks as the Venerable Master had told him. After
encountering one difficulty after another, he finally arrived in Nepal and
started to climb one of the mountains of the Annapurna range.

After reaching a point on the mountain about 10,000 feet above sea
level he had a very strange experience. Doug and a friend from Germany
had found a flat space near a cave on the mountain and had set up their
camp there to rest for the night. In the middle of the night he woke up.
To this day he swears that he must have been well over 100 or more feet
from the edge of the mountain. However, to his shock and horror in the
pitch-black darkness he took just a few steps and found himself falling
off the mountain. Fortunately after falling about 40 feet he hit a cliff that
jutted out from the mountain. If not for the cliff, he would have fallen
10,000 feet to his certain death. When he hit the cliff, he was knocked
unconscious.

He did not know how long he was knocked out, but when he regained
consciousness, he started to moan in the darkness. He had split open
a wound on the right side of his skull, had damaged some nerves that
caused one side of his face to be paralyzed, broken several ribs and one

of his feet, and had compacted his chest. Although alive, he was in pretty
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bad shape. His German friend up at the camp eventually heard Doug’s
cries and discovered that Doug had fallen over the edge and was badly
injured. Unable to reach him, he went to seek help from some local
residents. He knew a father and son, who lived nearby on the mountain.
Together they somehow lifted him back up with some ropes to the cave
on the flat area where they had originally camped for the night. He lay
in the cave in terrible pain for days. Since they were in such a remote
area on the mountain, it took two days for others to report the accident,
and then another two days for medical help to arrive.

During the four days, Doug was not only in excruciating pain, but
also had an immense fear of death. He was concerned that help might
not reach him in time, and scared that he was going to die. The key to
his survival was the recitation of the name of the Bodhisattva of Great
Compassion, Guan Shi Yin, whenever he was conscious. He had to
do it intensely and with lots of concentration, so that he would not be
aware of the pain and fear. When he was not sincere with the recitation,
the pain and fear would come back. So he kept reciting Guan Shi Yin
Bodhisattva’s name and visualized the Bodhisattva as much as he could.

After four days the rescue team came by helicopter. They took him
to the closest airport and then put him on the next 747 passenger
plane to Bangkok, Thailand. On the plane he laid on a stretcher across
four passenger seats, accompanied by a doctor sent by the US Embassy.
Once he reached Bangkok, it was decided that it would be better to
have the extensive surgery and medical care he needed in America,
where his weakened immune system would give him a better chance
for recovery. Thus they put him on another 747 passenger plane back
home to San Francisco. Again he lay on a stretcher across four seats on
the plane. Once the plane landed, they rushed him to a hospital for
operations and surgery that lasted over ten hours. The initial surgery
was followed by other extensive surgeries and a series of micro-surgeries.
This incident on the mountain had occurred in September.

At that time, the Venerable Master came back to the United States
with the rest of the delegation group. He was expecting to see Doug
in Hong Kong at the end part of the trip, but Doug did not show
up. Two months after the delegation had returned (the delegation had
returned at the end of September), the Venerable Master asked Heng
Guan Shr and myself in Gold Mountain Monastery (on 15 Street)
what had happened to Doug. At that time, nearly all of the monks,
nuns, and lay-people who lived in Gold Mountain and the Translation
Institute (the women’s residence) in San Francisco had moved to the
City of 10,000 Buddhas over a year earlier. So only a few people lived
at the monastery in San Francisco. The permanent residents at Gold
Mountain included Heng Guan Shr, myself, and the Venerable Master’s
Chinese secretary, Mr. Zhou Guo Li, who was also from Manchuria,
China. The Venerable Master would usually spend three days at the
City of 10,000 Buddhas and four days at Gold Mountain Monastery
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each week. So Heng Guan Shr phoned Doug right away to find out

what had happened.

As I recall it must have been late November or December. Doug

came over to Gold Mountain Monastery to tell the Venerable Master

and us what had happened. I remember what he looked like at that

time as he was still recovering from his accident. He was in pretty bad

shape and one side of his face drooped down. It was two months after

the accident, and he still had to undergo more surgeries to fix various

parts of his body including his face.

When Doug visited, the Venerable Master asked him. “How many

times did I ask you not to leave?” Doug replied, “Three times.” “Three

times, and you still went!” Then the Venerable Master’s tone became

more serious as he said, “Basically you died. The Bodhisattva came

and saved your life.” At that time, I had already known Doug for

several years. After that I noticed that he became even more devoted

to the Venerable Master. He even made a personal vow to devote his

life to uphold and protect the Venerable Master’s teachings.

Several months later, Doug told the story of what had happened to

the great assembly at the City of 10,000 Buddhas. It was at that time

that the Venerable Master not only mentioned how Guan Shi Yin

Bodhisattva saved his life, but also told Doug, “The Bodhisattva came

and saved your life, so don’t make a mess in this life. Do something

good in this life.”

A footnote concerning the Venerable Master’s Chinese secretary,

Mr. Zhou Guo Li: Mr. Zhou Guo Li took care of the Chinese

correspondence for the Venerable Master. He was also the editor of
the twenty some volumes of the Chinese of the Flower Adornment

Sutra with commentary that the Venerable Master had lectured. Now

people listen to the lecture tapes and may question why some parts

and stories were omitted and not published. When Mr. Zhou Guo Li

compiled the drafts in Chinese, he would always go over his work with

the Venerable Master. I still recall him on a weekly basis, kneeling in

front of Venerable Master with his clipboard in hand, going through

the details of his work with the Venerable Master. He would often ask

if certain parts- especially stories- should be taken out and published

in separate books. There were some stories or special Dharma talks

that were originally spoken during these Sutra lectures, that were

published separately. Mr. Zhou Guo Li was very careful to make sure

that all of his work was approved by the Venerable Master.

Question from the audience at the City of 10,000 Buddhas:

“Was Doug pushed out the cliff?”

Answer: “Doug never said he was pushed off. He remembered

though, that he was far away from the edge of the mountain. It

seems that some other force may have been involved, but he was

not pushed off.”
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