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Background information:

This interview was recorded at Fred Klarer’s house

in Long Island, New York.

Interview conducted by Richard Josephson (former DM Heng Kong)
and compiled by Yvonne Chen, Xan Schmickel, Michael An.
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Interviewer: Who did all the cooking there?

Gwo Hu: Gwo Fa was the designated cook. Gwo Fa and 1
took refuge at the same time. Shrfu gave me the name of ‘Hu’
which means ‘Protecting’, and named him as ‘Fa’ which means
‘Dharma’, so together we were the Dharma protecting guardians.

However, Gwo Fa did not earn the reputation of being a good
cook. His cooking was mediocre at best, more accurately his food
could be described as bland and unexciting. At times, it was also
undercooked or partially baked. In other words, each dish was
practically tasteless and unappetizing. This was a shock for us as
middle class American kids, who grew up with a refrigerator filled
with goodies, to suddenly face such shortage of food or being
deprived of it. But since Shrfu did not complain so our opinion
would not make a difference or matter anyway. Regardless, I

still praised Gwo Fa for doing all the cooking for us, though
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constantly, the food was below expectation. Shrfu still entrusted
him to feed us and he diligently practiced this food Dharma on
us every day in the same consistent way. Finally, we gave in, came
to accept him and the food he made. As far as our hope for a
good meal, we entirely relied on the compassion of some elderly
Chinese ladies who, whenever they came on weekends, would take
over the kitchen and treated us with real monastery meals.

But hold on, that was not all the problems. Cooking was not
the only issue that we were not very good at; it became obvious to
me that none of us were good at much of anything else. Heng Shou
was busy with some assignments from Shrfu and the remaining
staff, consisting of only two monks, found themselves with all the
responsibilities to handle the rest of the work in that household.
As we were very inexperienced and disorganized, the atmosphere
was chaotic to say the least.

In terms of our daily homework, Shrfu was strict and started
us from the ground up with a full monastic schedule without
any breaks or exceptions. We had to do things right as if we were
living in the monastery. For instance, we were unfamiliar with
Romanized words yet we were required to memorize the complete
Shurangama Mantra. These circumstances forced us to learn at
every step of the way and things had to work like magic too; like
you drop a seed, the expectation was for the seed to turn into a
monastery immediately. The same applied to Shrfu’s joking about
my Chinese. Shrfu kept using Chinese with me, at the beginning
I did not speak nor understood him, I said ‘Shrfu, I don'
understand Chinese’ He looked at me and laughed. He laughed
a lot. He laughed, then he paced, fidgeting, and say, ‘I no speak
Chinese.” He'd laugh and walk off. That was it. Eight months later,
I was chatting with him in Chinese. We lived up to the saying of
when there is a will, there is a way, or if you don’t want to drown,
you better learn to swim. Shrfu worked on our perseverance and
trained us to be self-sufficient and great self-starters.

Interviewer: What were your lessons learned with Shrfu and how
has the community impacted your life and relationship with your
friends and family?

Gwo Hu: This is a loaded question. In summary, the Dharma
had transformed my life and Shrfu’s teaching had made me a better
person. Shrfu once spoke to me in poem, and I thought that Shrfu
specially dedicated the poem to me but I later found out that it
was one of his earlier works. Let me say it here in Chinese:

Everything is a test , To see what you will do.

If you do not recognize what is before your eyes,

You'll have to start anew.

This was to me very profound teaching. Shrfu was patient and
extremely optimistic about everyone. All he expected of us was
to do things ‘right’ and there is no set limit as to the number of
attempts to try so long as we get it right once and once it is right,

we could then move onto something new. Among the great gifts
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of Shrfu was his ability to observe, recognize your shortfalls, and
show you the way to get it right. Shrfu was very persistent at this
method, he emphasized that one time is all you need to get it right.

I used to dislike the practice of bowing, I recognized it is a great
practice but I resisted doing it. Shrfu said to me: ‘you just have to
do it right once, that’s just the way things are, keep at it until you
get it right one time’ . Failure was never the end result and has no
place to be, it was a mere indicator or a hint for us to keep trying
until we succeed.

This teaching was unpretentious in nature but
for some of us, it was easier said than done for it
could take a long time to get the simplest things
right. Precisely for me, in the last forty four years, all
I have been working was to try to get things right. In
my mind, all the Buddhist concepts, fundamental
teachings and the volumes of books available for
study are great resources and very important, yet,
they do not equate to having a mentor, a role model
who could guide you, offered you advice, work with
you, and help you to achieve the next level.

Among many lessons to be learned, one that is
of great significance is the concept of our Buddha
nature. Every single being will eventually become a
Buddha in the end. Keep this thought in your mind
and it will ultimately transform your life for the

better.
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1969 the Buddha Lecture Hall

Personally, I have found this thought to be very powerful and
I consistently put it to practice over many, many years. It has the
ability to ease or even suppress your anger. Whether the being is a
person, a cat or a cockroach, you do not get into arguments with
that being for the subject is in fact a Buddha to-be and will become
a Buddha someday. Instead you find ways to compromise, become
more accepting, and continue on with life.

I will give you a great teaching example of Shrfu. A few months
ago, through the glass door, I saw a squirrel posing on the head
of the Buddha statue in the front of our house. The squirrel was
sitting perfectly in-line with the Buddha. There a thought came
to mind, ‘here is the Buddha, and here is the squirrel, is there any
difference?” There is no difference, none that I can distinguish. The
Buddha and the squirrel are one and the same. Both are beings
with inherent Buddha nature. This conclusion is a very profound
teaching of Shruf. There are many available volumes of Buddhist
literature which can turn someone into an expert in the field of
Buddhism but Shrfus method is not so much on academics but
it emphasizes on the essence of things like ‘what informs and
transforms everything?” and that was Shrfu’s special and powerful

teaching. He went straight to the essence of things.
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I studied the Commentary of the Avatamsaka
Sutra in my last two years of being a monk,
and it was just so extraordinary to see how
Shrfu was always able to illustrate this Buddha
nature concept throughout his commentaries.
He never missed any opportunity to point
out that the Buddha nature can be attained
instantly, right here, right now. Yet why have
we not become Buddha by now, you ask? Shrfu
will tell you, that the reason was our lack of
attention, that we are not observant enough or
have not paid close enough attention to who we
are and what we are doing. To further confirm
his point, he could rightly show you that some
individuals among us were actual Buddhas, but
since they were not concentrating in what they
were doing, they were unfortunately unaware of
the fact that they had already become Buddha.
Then there are real Buddhas who did recognize
themselves as such and their name was so and so.
I was simply quite amazed by Shrfu’s ability to
identify and categorize these beings.

Interviewer: What was so special about Master

Hua and what kept you going even after all these

Early disciple was translating
the Avatamsaka Sutra
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years of being separated from the teacher? What
particular influences did he have on you to keep you continuing
your practice till chis day?
Gwo Hu: From the day I met him until today, I have never
felt for a millisecond that I was separated from him.
Interviewer: What set Master Hua apart from other teachers?
Gwo Hu: I really cannot speak for other people.
Interviewer: From your own perspectives, what was that special
quality, similar to a seed that never died, that you had for the Master?
Gwo Hu: I had absolute faith in him from the moment I saw
him and that has not changed and it never will. Occasionally I
did disagree with him about the way he wanted things done, but
as far as his teaching, I had complete faith in his methods.
I can share with you one of my silly stories.
While living in New York, I went through some personal
crisis and I started to form a series of dreams about Shrfu. So

I decided to phone Him after not being in touch with him

for seventeen years. Reverend Heng Sure answered the phone.

I knew very little about Reverend Heng Sure, I believed he
was still a layman then and just started to frequent the Gold
Mountain monastery right around the time I moved to Hong
Kong and to live in Ci Xing Monastery where I stayed for three
years. Anyway, over the phone, I asked to speak with Shrfu and

to inquire about his illness. Reverend Heng Sure kindly arranged

a convenient time for me to have a conversation with the Master.
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I never really went through any formal training to study
the Chinese language and I only learned to speak it from
Shrfu since I had to converse with him back then. Reverend
Heng Sure was the interpreter in that phone call.

Shrfu asked, “What prompted you to call me, I am still
living and breathing, I have not died yet.” He giggled.

‘T heard that you were sick and would like to come and
wish you well.”

‘Tam not dead yet'. He repeated.

Would it be fine and appropriate that I discussed some
personal matter with you?

Come out here and we will talk.

So I flew to California to see him.

I initially thought that Shrfu was at CTTB, but instead
our meeting was in Burlingame where the BT'TS is. I entered
the building through the front door and started to sit on the
floor, Shrfu asked me to sit next to him and Reverend Heng
Sure on his other side to be our interpreter. Somehow, our
conversation was totally in Chinese.

I had not practiced speaking Chinese since I left CTTB.
Interestingly on that day, I spoke almost like a native and
Shrfu and I chatted away. Occasionally, I asked Reverend
Heng Sure for help on a few words but overall, I managed
the conversation well, and Shrfu and I talked for a few hours.

Then Shrfu had a few errands he needed people to run, so
I volunteered.

I had not seen Shrfu for about two decades but it felt
like as if we were apart for only a few days. I never felt I
left Shrfu and my feeling for him had not changed since day
one. Though he is no longer physically with us and his body
decayed like all bodies do, but that did not change a bit of
who he was. I assure you he did not go to any place, he is
still spiritually among us but just not available at this current
moment. In point of fact, He just came to my dream a few
months ago. So how far could he have gone? As precisely
stated in the Vazjra Sutra, ‘the Tathagatha has no place from
whence he comes and no place to go, therefore He is called
Thus Come’.

To all of us, it really matters not whether Shrfu is with
us or away from us. We should still proceed along with his
instructions left to us. We should be focusing on what we
need to do and should not be shifting plans the moment he is
not around. In fact, use that to test how you do on your own
temptation to digress. Seriously I failed this test, I fell many
times, but I stood up, and I kept trying again. In response to
your question, I have never ceased practicing. This thought

never came to mind.
sd7To be continued
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