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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD
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40. Opening up Intelligence

A student surnamed Tang in the next village was always sickly and had difficulty in
learning. He could not memorize any passage, even after reading it over and over. His
parents and teachers did not know what to do for him. After hearing the villagers praise
the Venerable Master’s extraordinary wisdom, Tang began to admire the Master. One
day he invited 16 of his classmates to join him in visiting the Master. They all took
refuge in the Three Jewels and became disciples of the Master. Tang, who admired
the Master’s ability to memorize, asked him how he could open his own intelligence
and ability to memorize his lessons. The Venerable Master compassionately taught
him these methods of study: “The Three Intos” (into the eyes, into the mouth
and into the mind) and “The Three Ons” (on the road, on the toilet, and on the
pillow). All the students listened and understood. Upon returning to school, all the
students, especially Tang, made unbelievable progress in their study, which shocked
Tang’s parents and teachers. From then on, numerous students took refuge under the

Venerable Master.
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41. The beggar altered his destiny

A beggar named Da-fu Ji also came and bowed to the Venerable Master.
He asked, “Why am I so poor in this life?” The Master explained the principle
of cause and effect connecting past, present, and future lives to him. He told
him about a sutra that says that being wealthy in this life results from making
offerings to the Sangha and giving to the poor in previous lives. Being poor in
this life results from being stingy and refusing to relieve the poor in previous
lives.

Da-fu Ji said, “As far as I can recall, I have done nothing against my
conscience, but I am so poor that I have to beg on the street. I think it must
be my retribution from being stingy and not giving to others in my previous
lives. Is there any way to make amends, so I will not be so poor in the future?”
The Master replied, “People with virtue are able to change their destinies.
From now on, do as many good deeds as possible to accumulate merit; then
you can build a new life for yourself. There is no blessing that cannot be
attained. In the past, a beggar named Qi Zhu understood the principle of
cause and effect. He tried his best to accumulate merit and built the Double
Goodness Bridge. As the result, in the next life he was born into an imperial
family and enjoyed the wealth and glories as a prince. Isnt this the way to turn
the tides of your destiny?” Da-fu Ji was delighted to hear this and vowed from
then on to do good deeds and accumulate merit. Also he requested to take
refuge in the Three Jewels.

Since then, he recited the name of Amitabha Buddha uninterruptedly,
but he kept on begging. The money and food he received, he gave to relieve
others. Year after year, he devoted himself to helping in this way. In the winter
of 1940, he foresaw the date of his death and passed away peacefully in the
sound of reciting the Buddha’s name.

s To be continued
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