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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on March 5, 1978

English Translation by Tashan Yan, Michael Lu
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The Venerable One, who came from the Kingdom of Tijia, had neither
spoken nor walked before he was fifty. One day, he met the Eighth Patriarch
who told him: “You are truly my disciple.” The Venerable got up right away,
bowed and inquired, “If my father and mother are not the closest ones, then
who is? If the Buddhas do not show me the Path, then who could show me
the true Path?” The Patriarch answered, “Kinship with father and mother
cannot compare with that of your speech and your mind . Your practice is
consistent with the Path, and that is the Buddhas' mind.” As soon as the
Venerable Buddhamitra heard these words, he took seven steps.

The Eighth Patriarch then declared, “In the past, this son met the
Buddhas and made vows. Because he feared his parents would not readily
allow him to leave home, he refused to speak or walk.” His elderly parents
hence allowed him to enter the monastery, and the Eighth Patriarch shaved
his head, later fully ordained him, and then transmitted the Great Dharma
to him. After the Venerable One obtained the Dharma he went to Central
India where he practiced and taught. He in turn transmitted the Dharma to
“Difficult Birth”, the Tenth Patriarch. Thereafter he entered the samadhi of

Total Cessation and then manifested Nirvana.

[Editor’s note: The original transcript of this lecture is missing, thus a disciple was

asked to provide a commentary on the essay and verses.]

Commentary:
The Venerable One, who came from the Kingdom of Tijia, had neither
spoken nor walked before he was fifty. Was it actually the case that he could
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neither talk nor walk? No, but because of his cultivation in past lives,
he avoided worldly defilements by not frequenting others” houses, or
speaking of their shortcomings or virtues.

One day, he met the Eighth Patriarch who told him: “You
are truly my disciple.” When the Eighth Patriarch Buddhananda
was wandering and teaching with his disciples, they came upon the
capital of the kingdom of Tijia and near the home of Visala. He saw
that there was a bright light shooting up from the roof of Visala’s
house. He then told his disciples, “This household must have a sage;
he does not speak and must possess the faculty for the true Great
Vehicle. His feet do not walk on the streets or roads, for he knows
that if he treads on the road his feet get defiled.”

After the Eighth Patriarch said these things, the head of the
household of Visala came out and bowed to Buddhananda and
invited him into his home. Once inside, Visala asked Buddhananda
how he could be of assistance to him. The Eighth Patriarch replied,
“I need an attendant. The elderly Visala pointed to his son and said,
“This is my child, Buddhamitra. He is already fifty years old yet he
has never spoken or allowed his feet to tread on the bare ground.
Would he be fit to serve as your attendant?” The Eighth Patriarch
replied, “If he is like what you said, he is really my good disciple.”

The Venerable got up right away, bowed and inquired. Finally,
when he saw the Eighth Patriarch, he got up from his long sit and
spoke for the first time. Now take a look! He was being very respectful
in seeking the Dharma. He asked the Patriarch, “If my father and
mother are not the closest ones, then who is? If the Buddhas do
not show me the Path, then who could show me the true Path?”
Suppose the Buddhas cannot lead me; then who can lead me along
the Path?

The Patriarch answered, “The kinship of father and mother
cannot compare with that of your speech and your mind. If your
speech comes from the heart, in other words, if your mind and your
speech are in accord, then even the kinship of father and mother
cannot compare with that. Your practice is consistent with the
Path, and that is the Buddhas' mind. If your practice is in harmony
with the Path, then your aspiration to walk the Path is the Mind of
all Buddhas.

The Eighth Patriarch then declared, “In the past, this son
met the Buddhas and made vows to leave home and cultivate so
as to avoid being defiled. Because he feared his parents would not
readily allow him to leave home, he refused to speak or walk.”
After hearing what the Eighth Patriarch said, even though his parents
were still reluctant, they had to let go. His elderly parents hence

allowed him to enter the monastery.

50 To be continued
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