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International School of Buddhist Studies in Korea

Visiting CTTB
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Nine Korean bhikshunis, accompanied by a lay professor, from International
School of Buddhist Studies (ISBS) came to visit the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB) for two days: Thursday, Nov. 15 and Friday, Nov. 16%*.
ISBS is located in a small city of Yongin near Seoul. They are of the Jogye
Order of Korean Buddhism. The institution teaches the nuns Dharma
in English. Since the school offers an English immersion program for
bhikshunis, this group wishes to find inspiration from Buddhists in the
United States. The purpose of this trip was to find some answers to questions
such as: “What is Buddhism and what is culture? What is essential and what
is superficial? “How do we adapt to the changing needs of the people in the
modern world?” etc...

JGH bhikshunis extended their warmest welcome and arranged
discussion sessions and workshops for the visiting bhikshunis to help address
their questions. Dr. Ronald Epstein, who has taught for over 30 years in the
universities and a long-time practitioner, shared his profound insights. He
also told stories of how Venerable Master Hua taught Americans in the
carly days. In addition, Dr. Raymond Yeh and Mrs. Yeh gave a workshop
on Everyday Leadership Skills which incorporated Buddhist principles
to daily life as strategies to solve problems that we face every day. Two
discussion periods were arranged in the University Building for the JGH
and Korean nuns to have a more personal interaction as well as for questions
and answers. The discussion periods were very insightful and stimulating
as the two groups shared their experiences and the difficulties they face in
cultivation.

During the discussion periods, JGH nuns also learned that in the
Joyge Order, in order to enter the monastic life, a nun must have a high
school diploma and is below age 50. As a novice, they must receive four
years of training. Ordination ceremonies are held every year whereas the
shaving-head ceremonies are done twice a year. As a Korean novice in the
Joyge Order, they will receive four years of training, in which they will
learn precepts, Dharma instruments, chanting and work harmoniously with
others as well as listening to both peers and elder nuns as a form to reduce

their ego and let go of their attachments.
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After lunch, one of the Korean bhikshunis say our high
school gir] students helped clean up in the kitchepn and
the dining hall. She brought our her camera and started ¢q
record it. She said, “I’s rare to sce teenagers doing hands-
on service worl nowadays! [’ going to show this to the
youths in My country!” Lager, they went ¢o visit the gijr|
school, interacted with the students in a Q&A formar.

The hcart—to—heart interaction was filled wich laughter

students was the candidness from both sides. As a resul, jr
left a deep impression on both groups.

The Korean uns commented that the schedule a¢
CTTB is rigorous; the living condition ig simple, and the
fesponsibilities are many. To bropagate Buddhism in the
West, Venerable Master Huyg had worked so hard and left

us great work from his four legacies. How do we change

to become more effective an( fesponsive to the needs of




