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Michael Lu (Boys School 10th Grade)

T g H

We will be grandly commemorating the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
Venerable Master's Coming to America on June 23rd, 2012. This
date is very important because the Venerable Master was the first
eminent monk in the world to bring the proper Dharma to the
West and also urgently remind Westerners that a moral education
cannot be overlooked. Although I have never met the Venerable
Master face-to-face, I recognized the Venerable Master through
Sunday classes at the Avatamsaka Vihara in Maryland. I especially
revered the Venerable Master's great spirit of perseverance,
compassion, and his vows to rescue all living beings. I also learned
of the Venerable Master's three noble vows in coming to America:
propagating the Buddhadharma, translating the sutras, and promoting
education.

I am extremely interested in education because as a student, I can
feel education’s influence on me. The Venerable Master's perceptions of
education are very helpful because they point out why modern education
has been a failure -- everybody has overlooked the importance of virtue.
Thus, the Venerable Master promoted an education based on morality. He
once said, “People of the past studied to learn principles; people of the
present study for fame and benefit.” The Venerable Master exhorted us all
to be righteous and motivated young people and to use our knowledge
to greatly benefit the whole world. He warned us not to be like ordinary
people, who study only to become wealthy and live comfortable lives in the
future. For his whole life, the Venerable Master took on the education of
the eight virtues (filiality, respect, citizenship, trustworthiness, propriety,
righteousness, integrity, and humility); at the age of eighteen, he started
a volunteer school in his hometown. Once he came to America, he
established the Instilling Goodness Elementary School and Developing
Virtue Secondary School in 1976 and 1981 respectively.

I am currently a Developing Virtue Boys' School student; since I came
to CTTB in 2007, I have been further influenced by the Venerable Master.

From his lectures, I have understood how the Venerable Master can choose
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the right moments to instruct his disciples. Once I heard such a story in
Echics class: an American disciple of the Venerable Master built a pot in the
former Gold Mountain Monastery, which he and the others used to make
various sweets and delicacies. However, some time later, the Venerable
Master told one of his disciples to wreck the pot. Seeing his pot destroyed,
this American disciple was very confused and didn't understand what he
had done wrong. Later on, he built a nice little room for himself in the
new Gold Mountain Monastery. Yet again, the Master sent a disciple to
tear down the walls of his room. After suffering such strong blows, he
became morose and despairing,.

One day, while he was weeping in the corner of a room, the Venerable
Master quietly walked in. Right then and there, he felt a powerful energy
directed towards him. The Master stopped in front of him, and there was
an eerie silence for a few moments; suddenly, the Master took a bottle
of juice from his bag and handed it to the disciple. The moment that he
drank the juice, he felt extremely happy and comforted because he realized
that the Venerable Master still loved and cared for him, helping him
overcome difficulties and obstacles so he could continue his cultivation.
From then on, this disciple wasn't so affected by external matters anymore
and maintained an optimistic and positive attitude. The Venerable Master
used his own virtue and conduct to transform his disciples, allowing them
to receive benefits for their whole lives.

For the past three years, I have had the opportunity to translate in the
Buddha Hall every week. Though the experience is just an hour long, I have
received unique education during this time. When I first went onstage, I
would listen to the older students translate. Young as I was, I extremely
admired and awed their elegant and accurate translations. When I first
tried translating, the older students would help me when I encountered
difficulties, thus giving me deeper impressions of how caring fellow Boys'
School students are and giving me the feeling of living in a large family.

From my training of impromptu translation, I have received both a
mundane and a Buddhist education. My Chinese and English have both
improved, my enunciation has become clearer, and I have learned how
to react to different circumstances. The first few times I went onstage to
translate, I felt a lot of pressure and dificulty— I was nervous, my reflexes
were slow, I didn't know how to translate some phrases, and my throat
would sometimes go hoarse. From these experiences, I further understood
the principles of the Venerable Master's saying “Everything is a test, to see
what you will do. If you dont pass the test, you must start anew. ” Year
after year passes by, and gradually I have trained my mind to be quick
and flexible. When I am translating the Dharma Flower Sutra and listen
to the Venerable Master's explanation. and humorous instructions to his
disciples, I come in contact with the meaningful principles mentioned in
the Sutra and receive inspiration . The Venerable Master’ s grand-nephew
is also studying at the Developing Virtue Boys” School. He once told me:

“You should come back and teach in the future in order to instruct the
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next generation; this is wha the Venerable Master would want us to do.”
The Venerable Master was truly wise: he wished for the Developing Virtue
school spirit to be passed down from one generation to the next, thus
creating a lasting heritage. The school's traditional and exemplary spirit
is that younger students respect older students, older students take care
of younger students, and graduates come back to be volunteer teachers.
The relationships between students are very intimate, and the graduates
frequently return to visit younger students. In this way, Developing Virtue
Boys’ School is like a warm family, where everyone has feelings for each
other. I received the great kindness of the Venerable Master, so I wish to
repay it by coming back to be a teacher and glorifying and extending proper
education!

I feel proud that I am able to study at the schools that the Venerable
Master established because I receive education that can save human nature,
human spirit, and human life. The Venerable Master had high expectations
for the graduates of Developing Virtue Secondary School: he hoped that we
would all become the pillars of society and the exemplars of humankind.
As the saying goes: “ Learning to teach humankind, acting as the world’s
model”; we should guide, support, and learn from each other in order to

walk the proper path together and fulfill the Venerable Master's great vision.

&

« Continued from page 25

Master Ma then asked, “Where did it go?” While watching the
duck flying by, Baizhang answered “It just flew away!”Master Ma
immediately grabbed and twisted Baizhang’s nose. Baizhang cried
out in pain. Then, Master Ma calmly asked, “How could it fly
away?”

Is the same principle. This mysterious diamond necklace
has never left us! I think if today Master Ma were here, he would
immediately grab and twist our noses and say “Why can’t you find
it?” If you are still not very clear about this koan, please go to read
the Six Patriarch’s elucidation in The Platform Sutra: “When one’s
preceding thought is not produced, this is the mind; when one’s
subsequent thought is not extinguished, this is the Buddha.” You
will find another koan about “one hand clapping.” How can a single

hand clap? What kind of sound would it make? Please carefully

& investigate the great compassion behind this koan. &
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