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All Things Will Pass (continueq)
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In celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva s Attainment of the Way

Addressed on August 4*, 2012 in the Buddha Hall at CTTB
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During the Guan Yin session, we whole-heartedly recite The Universal
Door Chapter and the holy name of Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva . We
feel the Bodhisattva’s compassionate and bright energy embrace and
support us. As Venerable Master Hsuan Hua instructs us, “we should
recite for all living beings,” so we dedicate this same support and
protection to all living beings. Such contemplation helps us focus on
our recitation and cultivate compassion. The Buddha once said that
cultivating compassion would bring us eleven types of advantageous
rewards:

First, you will fall asleep comfortably.

Second, you will wake up comfortably.

Third, you will not have nightmares (So no need for insomnia pills).

Fourth, you will be loved by all people.

Fifth, you will be loved by all other creatures.

Sixth, you will be protected by celestial beings (So everyone will
respect you).

Seventh, you won’t be harmed by fire, poison and weapons (I guess
this is the best life insurance).

Eighth, it will be easy for you to concentrate (In this way, your
studies will greatly improve).

Ninth, you will have a serene appearance. (This is the true
adornment).

Tenth, your future life will be peaceful (And you will have no
worries on your deathbed).

Eleventh, you will be reborn in the Brahma Heavens or a higher
realm.

If you have brought forth the vow to be reborn in the Land of
Ultimate Bliss, then you will be reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.

If you don’t bring forth this vow, at lease you can be reborn in the
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Brahma Heavens of the form realm. However, don’t foolishly cling to
these advantageous rewards. Why? The following story may provide
an answer.

In ancient times, there was a king in the Middle East. One day
he summoned all the wise men in the country. He spoke to them:
“Is there a mantra which works in every circumstance?” In other
words, is there a single mantra which can solve any problem? Do you
think there is such a mantra? (Audience: Greatr Compassion Mantra;
Shurangama Mantra).

The wise men felt very confused by the king’s question. After
a long discussion, an elder put forth a suggestion, and everyone
agreed. Then they went to see the king and gave him a ring with
an inscription engraved inside. They warned the king: “Do not read
this inscription out of curiosity. Only when you are in an extremely
dangerous situation and are left with no solution should you then
read this inscription.” The king promised to heed this warning. He
wore the ring and did not read the words engraved on it.

Some time later, neighboring countries united together to attack
the kingdom. Though the King and his troop fought fiercely, they lost
the battle. The king fled the battlefield on horseback, pursued by his
enemies. He rode for miles, until his horse could not run any further.
He abandoned his horse and continued on foot, until he reached
the edge of a steep precipice. If he jumped, he would surely die. His
enemy drew closer. With nowhere to run, the king became fearful.
Then suddenly he remembered his ring! At last he took the ring and
read the inscription: “This, too, shall pass away.”

The king read it again and again, then suddenly understood. “It’s
true! One can be sure; this, too, shall pass away.” He reflected that just
a few days ago, he had been enjoying the greatest kingdom among
kingdoms, but now all of that was gone. Now he only wanted to
escape his enemy. Just as his life of vanity had passed, this crisis, too,
would pass away!

With this thought, the king became tranquil. He sat down,
composed himself, and took in his surroundings. He found that he
was in a beautiful place. He had never known that such a delightful
place existed in his country. The inscription on the ring had inspired
him. He relaxed and forgot the enemy that pursued him.

Time passed, and as the sound of hoof beats faded away, he
realized that his enemy had turned back. The king then went back and
reorganized his army. Later on, his army returned to battle, defeated
their enemy, and won back their land. When the king returned to
the capital victorious, the entire city welcomed him with fanfare and
cheers. There was great joy and jubilation, and everyone was filled
with a spirit of merriment.

People sang and danced happily. Flowers were thrown from every

rooftop and fell around the king like rain. In that moment the king
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felt as though he was the greatest and the bravest. As the celebration
continued, his arrogance gradually grew as well.

Just then, a ray of sunlight shone on the King’s ring. The bright
reflection revealed the inscription: “This, too, shall pass away.” The
king lowered his gaze, and again realized that “if this will pass away,
then it isn’t mine. The defeat is not mine; the victory is not mine.
I am merely a playing my part!” All things will pass away. We are
just witnesses and bystanders. Happiness comes quickly and goes
quickly. So does sadness. Then what about everything else in life?
“This, too, shall pass away.”

Now that you've listened to this story, do you think this is like
The Diamond Sutra, where it says “All conditioned dharmas are like
dreams, illusions, bubbles, shadows; like dewdrops and lightning:
contemplate them thus"? In life, whether or not we have pain or joy,
we should tell ourselves “this, too, shall pass away.” Then we can have

a look and see the results.

Someone may ask: “Since
everything will be pass, then what
will remain?” The Heart of Prajna
Paramita  Sutra, which we recite
every day, has these words “gate,

bodhi

svaha!” It already provides us with

gate, paragate, parasamgate,

a perfect answer. It means “Go, go,
go to completion. everything goes
to completion, complete awakening,
hail” Go, go. Where to go? It’s not
about where to go. It’s about letting
go of worries and attachment. As long as we get rid of greed, hatred,
delusion, attachment to body, attachment to affliction, attachment
to self, atctachment to dharmas and all attachment to fundamental
ignorance , then we can attain complete awakening.

Let’s make our best effort to carry out our cultivation under
the protection of Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva, let all our worries and
attachments “gate, gate, paragate, parasamgate, bodhi svaha!” and
attain complete enlightenment. Then we will discover the diamond
necklace we have been wearing all along. I believe this is the best way
to celebrate Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s attainment of the Way.

Someone may say, “Dharma master, you are close to finishing
your Dharma lecture, but I haven’t found my diamond necklace yet.”
This reminds me of “the koan of Baizhang and the wild ducks”. One
day, Master Mazu Daoyi from Jiangxi province and his disciple Chan
Master Baizhang Huaihai were out traveling on the road when they
saw a wild duck flying by. Master Ma asked “what is that?” Baizhang

answered, “A wild duck.”

» Continued to page 33
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