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When I was in Hong Kong for Dharma
ceremonies, bowing to the Buddha
or for sutra lectures, guess how some
of the laypeople behaved? They were
fighting over bowing cushions. When
they saw people around them bowing,
and realized that there were not enough
cushions, they grabbed other people’s
mats, so they could have something
to bow on. I haven't seen this kind of
behavior in America. However, if they
want to steal cushions and be thieves, I
won’t care about them. But if you steal
other people’s cushions so you can bow,
I’m sure there won’t be any merit in that.
Imagine that! People stealing cushions
for bowing!

Someone should watch over and
care for the new people, give them a
seat when they come to attend lectures
or other activities. You have no way of
knowing who the new people are. They
might be Arhats or Bodhisattvas; you
can never know for sure. If you did
not take good care of them, you would
not have merit and virtue. Even if they
are just ordinary people, not Arhats or
Bodhisattvas, you should still take good
care of them.

He may gain the seat of a Brahma
King, or the seat of a wheel-turning sage
king. One gains such great merit and
virtue simply by encouraging others to
listen to the Sutras or by offering them

a place to sit.

Sutra:

“Ajita! If, further, a person says to
another, “There is a Sutra by the name
of Dharma Flower. Let’s go together
and listen to ity and taking that
person’s advice, the second person
goes and hears it but for a moment,
the former person’s merit and virtue

will be such that in his next life he will
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be born in the same place as the Dharani Bodhisattva. He will

have keen faculties and wisdom.”

Commentary:

“Ajita! If, further, a person says to another, “There is a Sutra by
the name of Dharma Flower. At such and such a Way-place, they
are lecturing on the Sutra and having a Chan Session. Let’s go to a
lecture,” then the person who says this will gain many blessings.”

In the previous passage, the person came to listen on his own. All
you did was offer him a seat. By doing this you get to “sit in the seat”
of Shakra, Brahma, or a wheel-turning sage king. Sitting in the seat
must mean that you get to be Shakra, and so forth. In any case, you
gain great merit and virtue.

Now in this passage, these people dont come on their own, you
encourage them to come. They may be your relatives, your friends, or
some people you round up from off the street. “Are you free? I know
a great place where we can hear the Dharma. Let’s go together and
listen to it.” And if taking that person’s advice, the second person
goes and hears it but for a moment, the former person’s merit and
virtue will be such that in his next life he will be born in the same
place as the Dharani Bodhisattva. He will experience the same state
as the “Uniting and Upholding” Bodhisattva experiences. He will

have keen faculties and wisdom.”

Sutra:

For one hundred thousand myriad lifetimes, he will never be
mute, his breath will not stink, his tongue will always be free from
disease, and his mouth will also be free from disease. His teeth
will not be dirty, black, yellow, or wide-spaced, not missing or
falling out, not uneven or crooked. His lips will not be pendulous,
twisted or pursed, rough, chapped, or covered with sores, or split.
They will not be askew, thick or large, or black, and there will
be nothing repulsive about them. His nose will not be flat, thin,
crooked, or out of joint. His face will not be dark, thin, concave,

or crooked, or in any way unpleasant.

Commentary:

For one hundred thousand myriad lifetimes, he will never be
mute or gravelly-voiced. People who cultivate, have very resonant
voices, like copper bells. People without good roots sound as if they
have a mouth full of tongues, and what they say is garbled, as if their
tongues weighed several tons. It’s hard to understand what they are
saying. If you encourage people to listen to 7he Dharma Flower Sutra,
in ten million life times, you will not have physical deficiencies, such
as being deaf or mute.

$0To be continued
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