ZHEIBAL

An Incident That An Abandoned Bodhisattva Transformed Beings
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As a skillful painter not knowing one’s mind
But drawing pictures with it; so is the Dharma nature.
The mind is like the skillful painter that can draw myriad things in the world

where Five Skandhas arise and all Dharmas are created.

In 1973, an amateur sculptor, Huan-gong Chong, who used to be a fisherman and
later became a small business-owner, transported bags of cement on his motorcycle 18
KM from Hua-Lian. Although the expensive cement was a financial burden to him
at age of 65, the important matter was that he had a majestic image of Guan Yin
Bodhisattva in his mind. After mixing the cement with fine sand before the mixture
dried up, he used a wood chopper from the kitchen to sculpture Guan Yin’s image
from bottom up. Half a year later, a sublime, snowy white Guan Yin Bodhisattva statue
nearly two-story in height was erected by the Carp Lake and overlooked the visitors
coming and going,.

After some time, the towering Guan Yin statue by the lake disappeared because of
the road expansion project. Lacking knowledge and ability, Mr. Chong’s son couldn’
do anything for the forcedly dismantled statue that eventually ended up lying by the
gutter for more than twenty years. The statue became extremely filthy and worn out by
the weather. Not being able to bear the sight of the abandoned Bodhisattva statue by
the roadside, Amitabha Monastery’s long-term Dharma protectors, Mr. Chaang, and
his wife who owned a store nearby the statue’s site always wished to save the abandoned
Bodhisattva as soon as they are capable.

One day in 2011, Mr. Chang relayed this information to the DRBA Sangha in



A o AR ZREFTEERE - AT Y
sRfE LR P B ST Ry R L - 48
SRR ANREEEZ T -

20114F > —K - RIELRFEFEES
EEHEA - BEFE TEHT RO
AT HGIR - R LA IR -
W i BTl T AR S R - (RESRE
IR R A - B AER ANNE - B8
pEE SR THYEE > HEZRAS—
Fig o BB ME T > AR EFREZ
B HEIBEEMAE T AR

o — B P& B - 00 ZH S i R BA 2052 Y
Btk s EEmit - BEMEE R -
B EHEERL A ESE - &
BREENRELICERE - fREILIFEA
B BE - BEhiTEs (R - &

stk o KRR REIRA] F - 6
EEEA - JBHE -~ B - IRV IIE
REHE -

JRA & e B i L PO T
lZ I AE R T8 - 2 HE » NFEEE
ZHEVUHE - R A R B 0 U
B o RTS8 H - Wl FEE A Y S E R
HEAERESS - XA THIE » © A0
AE -

BEAALNIL - Whah S hE 2 T AL T e 42
FEEIE | SH4H5H RFTREES 2 E
& > 1I8H BT EEAYEN L > 5SH12H
eFE 5 e 2 - 27 R E R VR
HRE » 2&(ir e T\ —EF e

Taipei so that the monastic and the laity there also had a chance to witness
the situation. Feeling shocked and painful in the hearts, everybody resolved
to purchase and refurbish the statue so that Guan Yin Bodhisattva could
be erected by the Carp Lake to regard the living beings with kindness and
compassion again. To Mr. Chong’s sons, this Bodhisattva statue was a heritage
handed down from the father since they could make a profit by selling this
statue. One of the sons could not bear to see the Bodhisattva statue continued
to be abandoned and voluntarily gave up his share of profit to help realize this
good deed.

The first stage of the project was to haul up the Guan Yin Bodhisattva
statue that had been lying down horizontally for twenty years and moved it to
a different site for cleaning, restoring and repainting. Lifting up a two-story
high Bodhisattva statue was not an easy task. Mr. Chang, being experienced,
got busy in preparing and coordinating this work. Monastics and some
lay people at the same time also occupied themselves by reciting the Grear
Compassion Mantra. After some hard work, the statue was eventually lifted
and moved out smoothly. Since the statue was left unattended for quite some
time, it took lots of resources to clean, restore and repaint.

Originally, the local administration office gave permission to have the
Bodhisattva statue return and stand by the Carp Lake. Who would have
known that the personnel change in the office let down this promise. The
local administration office basically pushed aside and denied our request. After
eight months of restoring Bodhisattvas statue, the status is still laid down by
the roadside, which was totally heart-breaking to see new spots staining the
statue once more.

Since the situation turned out this way, why don’t we invite the Bodhisattva
to come to the Amitabha’s Bodhi Field! On April 5% , 2012, we moved the
Bodhisattva statue to our site, where a simple ground-breaking ritual was held
on April 18" . Guan Yin Bodhisattva statue was moved and situated in the
field on May 12%. It was a great sunny day with light breezes. When we were
trying to situate the statue, a few Hua-lien’s workers on site upon seeing the
image, remarked, “Wasn't this the Guan Yin Bodhisattva from Carp Lake? We
haven't seen it for decades. Why is it appearing here?” The Bodhisattva statue
was finally erected and settled down after recitation, directing the crane to lift
and adjust angles, moving rocks, grouting and etc. Finally, the Bodhisattva
statue stands. Nonetheless, countenance of the Bodhisattva statue looked
saddened—in that living beings are still wandering about aimlessly in the
sea of suffering, being fallen in the Three Realms. This Bodhisattva also
manifested being abandoned to speak Dharma of suffering, emptiness and
impermanence to remind us that the sea of sufferings has no end; one only
needs to turn his head, it is the other shore.

This past October, the Korean translation of the Shurangama Sutra and
commentary by Venerable Master Hua was published in Korea. The local
publisher there specially invited the abbot from City of Ten Thousand
Buddha to visit Korea to celebrate this event. Because of this condition, we

invited Dharma Master Lyu to return to Taiwan and hosted a Opening Light
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ceremony for the statue with Dharma Master Neng and Dharma Master Chiang.

Besides the locals in Hua-lian, around three hundred people coming
from northern central and southern Taiwan gathered in the Field
to support this wonderful event. With bright sunny skies on a warm
day, people, unaffected by the weather, did their three steps and one
bow pilgrimage and recited the Universal Door Chapter in the tent.
However, the ceremony of liberating life at 2:00 pm and Opening Light
ceremony at 3:00 pm had to be held outdoors. But close to 2:00 pm,
the scorching sun still hangs high in the sky. Coincidentally, one cloud
blocked the blistering sun, and the temperature cooled down instantly.
Consequently, the great assembly moved out to the lawn to participate
in the Liberating Life and Opening Light ceremonies.

The Opening Light ceremony was performed based on the ritual
Venerable Master Hua used to inogorate Buddha statues at Dharma
Realm Buddhist Book s Distribution Society in 1993. The ritual consists
of chanting Incense Praise, Heart Sutra once, Shurangama Mantra
once, True Words of Opening Light, which one small section from the
4th assembly of Shurangama Mantra, Sincere invitation of Guan Yin
Bodhisattva to come, Mirror writing ritual and finally the Three refuges.
At that time, the chanting of the Shurangama Mantra resonated through
the valley and righteous energy pierce to the heavens. Both sentient
and insentient beings benefited from the Dharma. The pen, mirror and
cloth that the Venerable Master used in the Opening Light Ceremony
previously were well preserved. When the Dharma Host used these
items to write on the mirror, the great assembly was in total silence and
observed it with full attention. The majestic ceremony really touched
people hearts. The green mountains, white clouds, verdant trees and
light breeze had made a Buddha Hall in the nature so peaceful and
harmonious.

After the Opening Light Ceremony, the assembly sat on the lawn and
listened to the Dharma talks by Dharma Master Lyu, who shared a true
story about “Opening Light” to illustrate its significance. In actuality, it
is not the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas that need opening light. It is we
who needs our light opening, the light of the six sense faculties. Only
when our six sense faculties can be used interchangeably, can the faculties
then emit great light and turn the great Dharma Wheel to benefit living
beings. The six quakes of the earth are not apart from the quakes of our
six faculties.

When the talk was about to end, DM Lyu had asked the assembly, “
Does everybody remember the light of six faculties”?

“We should open the kind and compassionate light for our eyes.”, the
assembly answered.

“What light should be opened for our ears™

“Pure light”.

“What about our nose”?

“Light of contemplation”.
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g ulty. Now living beings
realize that as long as the “light” of the six sense
faculties is open, there is a chance for them to return

to the original source. No wonder the Bodhisattva

~ looks happy! &






