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Field of Blessings

SRIEBE + (FEBLE) NWE+=
& —FEMAPME L - RIBEES EAK
(RO ) - B2 ORI EM 9
RS ERRE - ARIE AT TE SR
EiE R - FrLlIgEHZ10(E R E - IR
R EF5EME-E - 1R -

XEkERERHE ERES 0 " AKAE
H > &5 o ] i SR AR AR SR
A ? 5 AR ZERFEF > R
AEEHEE > LERPEE - 12
AR T 2% > FTHVREERZMR
ZAIE > Ry ?

HH > BN R I EEITHYR
gt - R > PRl TR AR K
& B E - BRI ANRAEEE =5 A
A > sUEEER - AR MIATIESAY
AR - RETERZAFAY -

BT LA H B S hEnkE &

o K W— > MBS A o
WA CH o B E TR o

AHEES EREY) > EWERE - il -
RAC o WIRIREHEF DRGSR - /RAT LA
EXREETCHE - X Mg REIERE %
ZIHyRehs o Rt EERERE D EER -
BRI - AHI AR A DUEREER
4 ANAEART - HARGRKE
FIEPEL - PR AR T~ [E] 06 | A2 > 4
RAIRPEBIRIVE T > (R AR/ VOB B
N ARELE DUS ERAT FEIRIAE R -

B AR A o lEe " IR GETE
T BAZEAMERE T, > AR
HRETR PG A (HEEER] » KR FEFA
AER B IRAVET A FE > FrPLERHZK

38l EMIERE —o—_&F+8

b B RS 320126 A 19 B 3 B8 KR
A talk given by Bhikshuni Heng Hsuan
on June 19, 2012 at Buddha Hall of CTTB

BobHi FiELD r% ' B

My topic for today is the thirteenth roll in Avatamsaka Sutra, the Tenth chapter:
The Bodpisattva Asking for Clarification. As per Venerable Master’s commentary
on the Awvatamsaka Sutra, Manjushri Bodhisattva had asked nine great
Bodhisattvas questions, and these great Bodhisattvas then asked Manjushri
Bodhisattva another question to round up to a total of ten questions. I will
share the fifth question with everybody pertaining to the field of blessings.
Manjushri Bodhisattva asked Vision Leader Bodhisattva “The Tathagata’s
Field of blessings is equal without differentiation. Why are there different
retributions received by living beings who practice giving?” The Tathagata
practices equality, so he is level and equal in allowing beings to practice
planting blessings. Why then do beings retributions and rewards from giving

differ quite a bie?

Field of blessings refers to the adornment of myriad virtues and great
blessings the Buddha had realized through cultivation of blessings and wisdom
in the past. If living beings can practice giving in front of the Triple Jewel,
just that is planting in the Field of Blessings. However, the resultant fruit we

receive will vary based upon our circumstances.
Then Vision Leader Bodhisattva replied--

By way of analogy, the Buddha's Field of Blessings can be compared to the great
earth, which has no concern about what type of seeds are planted, and produces

sprouts equally corresponding ro the seed’s potential.

The great earth produces myriad objects. It produces grass, trees, and
flowers. you will have a very profound understanding if you can help out at the
farm to weed or plant vegetables. You may wonder why, when different people
apply the same effort and time in planting, some people can grow vegetables
while others can only grow lush weeds. It is because the seeds that are planted
are different. If you had carefully selected your seed and planted it, you would
obtain the expected result of a healthy plant.

The great earth does not discriminate towards the seeds by saying ‘I like this seed,
but not that seed’; the ground does not differentiate between the plants that grow
out of it. The great earth is equal. It is only because a seed is different that the grown
plant is different. The same thing applies to our planting in the Field of Blessings. The
sprout is dependent on the potential of living beings.

Vision Leader Bodhisattva further replied with said verse--

Just as the water is of a single flavor yet shape differently depending on the vessels
which contain it, so as to the Buddhas Field of Blessings, differences arise only

because of living beings’ minds.



HIERPEAIE o Fir PAEAI 8 BV RHE 2 2 Water with the same flavor only differs depending on the vehicle in

BE TR SRERRYE - RO S A - which it is conveyed.
S Y AHE —(BEEEE The water only has one flavor—it’s light without a taste. It only appears
in different shapes depending on the containers in which it is stored. It
dmk —vk s HEAE5 o appears to be round in a round-shaped container and appears to be square
HAZ IR B IR o in a square-shaped container.

While seeking for blessings, living beings will have different expectations
AT K A — R R kL S S A R and different false thoughts, so the retributions will be different as well.
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Field of Blessings inspires reverence and joy in living beings.
It’s also like a magician, a clever magician so skillful he is able to manifest
lots of phantoms to please and surprise living beings. Being the Field of

Blessings for all living beings, the Buddha encourages reverence in the

HAFEHY - minds of all beings, making them happy so they will vigorously cultivate
B ={EHE BHRLES Buddha Dharma and learn diligently.

I had met an old lady in a branch monastery. She was seriously

The 39 2786 > REA FHE o hunchbacked, grey-haired and had many wrinkles on her face. She was really

Bhid W o & > & F A BB o old. One time she had come with an offering of a bag of lettuce—not a whole

head, but just pieces already cleaned and washed. It’s not like we disliked

SEFAG —(EBESTET ~ Y5 4T60 - IR A TS - and refused her offering, but simply asked her ‘why did you wash it first?

i AR 2 2JAH 2K AT AT  We can wash it ourselves’.

BE 235 K B AR KR 7 ™ 1In fact, vegetables quickly
=N EE E JH 8K 7 rot once they are washed.
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dialect, so we had to find
quite a few people to
repeatedly ask the question
to completely understand
her. She was really poor and
lived by picking through
garbage to find cans to
recycle for money. She relied
on that money for a living,
but she also wanted to offer
to the Triple Jewel. So she
sorted out lettuce that
was discarded outside of a

restaurant, and then washed

and cleaned it before she
offered it. Then we recalled
that in the old days, we picked and cooked the discarded produce from the

RIS e o JMIA R - LA H grocery store, so we thought it should be okay and we accepted her lettuce.
dh o TR R AR LI A e 7 AT From that time, she often came to offer that kind of lettuce.

DECH R - REZRE > EEFHEZ We also encouraged her to recite the Buddha’s name with us on Sundays.
K RIRE S IEE - Gradually, she started coming to the monastery to participate in the whole-

YR LLEE - P T 28 (E AR day sessions, and joined in the daily Repentance ceremony.
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Originally she lived with her son, she slept indoor,
behind the door only having cardboard boxes for a bed. A
layperson in our monastery, who was a social worker, was
able to find her a place in a senior home where she could
stay, and eventually she peacefully passed away there.

This was a really special and inconceivable case.
She was quite old when we first met her. She looked
sad and resentful about her life. A few years later when
I had the chance to go back to that monastery and
meet her again, she had already turned into a kind,
peaceful looking old lady.

Since she had tied affinities with the monastery with
the only material possessions she had, and then learned
to recite the Buddha’s name, she had changed her destiny,
left suffering and obtained bliss. The Buddha’s Field of
Blessings had brought this woman great joy.

Fourth verse goes like this--

As a talented and wise king can make the great assembly
happy so does the Buddhas Field of Blessings make the
multitudes peaceful and happy.

Fifth verse says--

As a clean bright mirror reflects the images according to
the forms before it; so too does the Buddhas Field of Blessings
produce benefits according to the being’s mind.

I¢’s like a super clean mirror. No matter what appears
in front of the mirror, the mirror immediately reflects
the image. So also is the Buddha’s Field of Blessings. We
reap what we plant. All retributions follow along with
one’s intention.

I am truly grateful to the blessings of all Buddhas
and Bodhisattvas, Venerable Master and the Eightfold
Divisions of gods and dragons so the Avatamsaka session
could come to completion satisfactorily. Maybe you
didn’t feel anything special. However, after the surgy,
choopy Ten Thousand Buddhas Repentance last month,
this one is comparably peaceful. Besides, everybody
vigorously cultivated.

Everybody chanted the Avatamsaka Syllabaries
Ten Thousand Buddhas

Repentance, most of us either caught a cold, had a fever,

wonderfully. During the
coughed, or had runny nose. Whoever participated in
that event would understand what I mean. After that
experience, you would understand—being safe is a

blessing; being healthy is a blessing.
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