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The Eighth Patriarch-

The Venerable Buddhanandi
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on December 14, 1977
English Translation by James Robert, Tashan Yen, Jin Yan Shi
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The Venerable One was from the kingdom of Kamala in ancient India.
He was born with a flesh cowl on his crown. With his masterful eloquence,
he met with and immediately engaged in a debate with the seventh
patriarch. The seventh patriarch said to him, "Humane one, Discussion
is not the meaning; The meaning is not discussion; To attempt to discuss the
meaning, Is to miss the meaning of discussion. Recognizing that the Patriarch’s
understanding of the principle was indeed superior, Buddhanandi was
subdued and respectfully replied, “I wish to seek the Way and savor the
flavor of ambrosia.”

The Patriarch then shaved his head, ordained him with the complete
precepts, and transmitted the great Dharma to Buddhanandi. In a verse the
Patriarch said, With a mind like the realm of emptiness, I explain a Dharma like
emptiness. The moment emptiness is realized, Nothing is, or is without, the Dharma.

After the Venerable One obtained the Dharma, he led a group of roaming
disciples, teaching beings and practicing the Way. When he reached the
kingdom of Tiska, he transmitted the Dharma to Buddhamitra, the ninth
patriarch, and immediately he manifested spiritual transformations. Upon
returning to his seat, he sat erect and departed into stillness. The assembly

built a precious stupa and placed his body in it.

Commentary:
The Venerable One was from the kingdom of Kamala in ancient India:
The eighth patriarch’s name was Buddhanandi and he was a native of Kamala

in ancient India.
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He was born with a flesh cowl on his crown. With a masterful
eloquence, he always triumphed in a debate. He was born with a flesh
cowl on his crown. When you take a look at him, you would notice a fleshy
prominence on the top of his head. He always came out triumphant in a
debate, no matter who his counterpart was.

He met with the seventh patriarch, : the Venerable Vasumita, and
engaged in a debate with him. When he first met the seventh patriarch, he
was there to discuss the principle. Discussing the principle means to have an
intelligent conversation regarding the true meaning of the principle.

The seventh patriarch said to him, “Humane One, discussion is not
the meaning; the meaning is not discussion; to attempt to discuss the
meaning is to miss the meaning of discussion.” : The seventh patriarch
then said to him, Humane One, as soon as you begin to articulate the
meaning, you have deviated from the true meaning. If you truly understand
the meaning, it is not to be spoken of. Once you start to think about how to
articulate, how to investigate the essence of the meaning, you are lost with
regard to the truth. The meaning here refers to the true meaning,.

Recognizing that the Patriarch’s understanding of the principle was
indeed superior, Buddhanandi was subdued. The Venerable One knew
the seventh patriarch had a superior understanding of the principle because
the true meaning was indeed not to be expressed in words. Respectfully
he replied: “T would like to seek the Way from you and taste the ambrosia
of Dharma.” The seventh patriarch then proceeded to shave his head,
administer the complete precepts, and transmit the great Mind-Seal
Dharma. In a verse the Patriarch said:

With a mind like the realm of empty space, I explain a Dharma like
emptiness. The mind and the empty space are the same. I shall now show
you the dharma of empty space.

After the Venerable One obtained the Dharma, he led a group
of roaming disciples, teaching beings and practicing the Way.
When he reached the kingdom of Tiska he transmitted the Dharma to
Buddhamitra, the ninth patriarch. Immediately he manifested spiritual
transformations. He ascended into empty space and displayed the
eighteen spiritual transformations. Then he returned to his seat, sat erect
and departed into stillness.

Thereupon the assembly built a precious stupa and placed his body in it.
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