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All of you Upasakas and Upasikas made
very sincere resolves. For example,
before Guo Yi left home, she promoted
sutra printing and printed the Thousand
Hands Thousand Eyes Greatr Compassion
Dharani Sutra. This Upasika contributed
a litctle money, that Upasika contributed
a little money. They collected around one
thousand dollars and resolved to print
the books. This is an inconceivable state.
Now, she is teaching the dharma of the
Great Compassion Dharani. Probably she
was preparing to teach this dharma, so
she printed the books beforehand. Every
one of us should realize that this place of
spiritual practice is made possible only
through everyone’s collective effort; it
would not have been possible through the
effort of one person.

I will tell you one more thing. You all
supported your Teacher. Some contributed
a little more money, some contributed a
litcle less. More money is not too much;
it is not as much as a million dollars. Less
money is not too little; it is not as little
as one or two pennies. Let me tell you,
no matter how much money you gave to
support your Teacher, I have used it all to
build places for practice.

As to my personal needs, no matter who
offers the money, I will not take even one
dollar. You can all see when I am here, I do
not buy anything, and all of it is to prepare
to help this place of spiritual practice. This
is not like the American concept of buying
on credit, where one can buy $2 worth of
things with just $1 and that $1 is slowly
paid in installments. I am not like that. All
the money you contributed towards the
monastery and to your Teacher has been
given to the monastery.

Some might say: “Oh, now I know, if
I contribute one dollar, it is given to the
monastery. If I give too much, the Master
will probably use it for himself.” You are very

smart; | cannot hide even a single little thing
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from you. However, not only one dollar, even if it's one hundred dollars,
one thousand dollars, ten thousand dollars, all of it belongs to public fund. I
personally do not have any money. I gave this money to be managed by the
organization, and I myself do not even use one cent.

“Even if you used it, I wouldn’t know!” You do not know, but I myself
know. I do not need for you to know. However let me tell you, this monastery
is only made possible through many years of effort. Only after many years are
we able to achieve this. Therefore all of you Dharma protectors, do not fail to
recognize the contributions you made to bring this monastery about. Do not
think, “How can this place of practice be mine?” It is because you supported
the monastery that this accomplishment was possible. It takes so many years
to make this monastery possible; it is a slow process, because in America this
is not an easy task.

Let me tell you, when I was in Hong Kong, I built three monasteries in
two and half years: Da Yu Shan [Cixing Monastery on Lanto Island] can
accommodate few hundred people, Western Bliss Gardens can accommodate
twenty or thirty people, and the Buddhist Lecture Hall, at full capacity, can
accommodate more than twenty monastics.

During the time when we were performing ceremonies for Ven. Master Xu
Yun and reciting the Great Prajna Sutra, often times there would be twenty-
four, twenty-five, or over thirty people staying there. During meal times, there
would be so many people that there weren’t enough seats. Some people would
take the food elsewhere and eat standing up.

Three monasteries were built in two and half years. I have been here for
more than ten years, but only now do we have this accomplishment, due to
the effort of all you Dharma protectors. Although we have accomplished this
much, we must work even harder. We still have a lot of unresolved issues, such
as all the expenses, and there are too many areas where money is required.
These Dharma protectors must make a great resolve to support this place of
spiritual practice.

One person said: “I thought I made offerings to the Master so he could
use the money. In truth, he personally does not use this money but uses it to
help the monastery instead. If I have known, I would not have made so many
offerings.” Sigh! The monastery is the Master; the Master is the monastery. All
of you Dharma protectors are places of practice, places of practice are Dharma
protectors. This is one big family. When you come here, you can tolerate
those who treat you well; and as for those who treat you poorly, think of them
as being like your sisters at home who sometimes get angry. Let bygones be
bygones and do not foster grudges and say: “Oh, I want to kill that person!
I want to hit him!” You cannot have these intentions. Once you have such
intentions, you are no different than the hooligans of the mundane world.
Therefore we should not hold grudges against each other; treat everyone like
your own flesh and blood—our fathers and sons, brothers, husbands and

wives, sisters, and the like. There is no one closer than our family.

50 To be continued
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