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Sutra:

“Ajita! The merit and virtue of the fiftieth
person who hears in his turn the Dharma
Flower Sutra and who rejoices in accord with
it is limitless, boundless, and uncountable.
How much the more so is the merit and
virtue of one who is among the first to hear
it in the assembly and who rejoices in accord
with it. That person’s blessings are even
more supreme, unlimited, unbounded, and

uncountable beyond comparison.”

Commentary:

“Ajita! The merit and virtue of the
fiftieth person who hears in his turn the
Dharma Flower Sutra and who rejoices in
accord with it is limitless, boundless, and
uncountable.” Ajita, the fifteenth person who
hears the Dharma Flower Sutra is even able to
rejoice the merit and could gain immeasurable
and boundless merit and virtue let along the
very first person who rejoiced the merits when
hearing the sutra directly in assembly first hand.
The blessings and merit of the person who
hears the sutra first hand, of course, is better,
more supreme and more abundant. Even the
number of limitless and boundless asankya
kalpas cannot match the amount of merit from

listening to the Dharma Flower Sutra.

Sutra:

“Further, Ajita, if a person for the sake
of this Sutra goes to a Sangha dwelling
and, whether sitting or standing, hears and
accepts it for but an instant, by reason of
that merit and virtue, in his next rebirth he
will acquire the finest elephant and horse
carriages and jeweled palanquins, and will

even ride in heavenly palaces.”

Commentary:

“Further, Ajita” — the Buddhas called out
Non-Defeat Bodhisattva. If a person for the
sake of the Dharma Lotus Sutra goes to a
Sangha dwelling and, whether sitting or

standing, hears and accepts it for but an
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instant — those who may just sit there or stand there for a very short period
of time to listen to the Dharma Flower Sutra. By reason of that merit and
virtue, in his next rebirth he will acquire the finest elephant and horse
carriages, which common folk ride in, and jeweled palanquins, which
the emperor and the empress ride in, and will even ride in heavenly

palaces, the vehicles of the gods.”

Sutra:

“Again, if a person is seated in a place where the Dharma is being
lectured, and when another person comes along, he encourages that
person to sit and listen to it or shares his seat with him, the former
person will, through his merit and virtue, in his next rebirth gain

the seat of Shakra, the seat of a Brahma King, or the seat of a wheel-

turning sage king.”

Commentary:

“Again, if a person is seated in a place where the Dharma is being
lectured” — if a person comes to sit in a place where Dharma Lotus Flower
Sutra is being spoken. “and when another person comes along, he
encourages that person to sit and listen to it or shares his seat with
him” After sitting down, if someone comes to the monastery, you advice
him, “Come sit down and listen to the sutra lecture!” Perhaps there is no
more seats left, you move over and offer him half of your seat.

“the former person will, through his merit and virtue, in his next
rebirth gain the seat of Shakra” — this person who advice others to stay
for the sutra lecture or even offered his seat to another person to listen
to the lecture, the merit this person reap will result him being reborn as
the Lord in the Heaven of Thirty-three next life. “the seat of a Brahma
King” — he could be reborn as a Brahma King. “or the seat of a wheel-
turning sage king.” — or he could be reborn as the wheel-turning king. It
is all because you have shared your seat with another person in the sutra
lectgure or you had adviced him to stay for the lecture. You will reap such
big benefits in the next life.

When you are listening to the Sutras, if people show up at Buddhist
Lecture Hall, and they aren’t crazy or looking for trouble, you should
invite them to sit down. Find a seat for them. If there are no seats, you can
offer half of your seat to them. You can sit together. The merit and virtue
of letting someone listen to the sutra lectures will cause you to be reborn
as the Lord of the Heaven of the Thirty-three.

In short, if you are bowing to the Buddhas and someone new comes along,
you can show him or her how to bow to the Buddhas. If there are no bowing
cushions left, give yours to the newcomer. If not, then you have a place or a
cushion to bow but not the new commers. The new commer would probably,
“They are really selfish. They just watch over themselves. These people aren't
very hospitable.” They will leave and never return.reborn as the Lord of the

Heaven of the Thirty-three.
£ To be continued
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