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The New Moon Waxes till
It Becomes Full

—Dharma Master Lai’s Revelation
on the Root of Buddhahood to Novice Monks
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Spoken by Bhikshu Heng Lai at the Buddha Root Farm Summer Retreat

on August 12, 2012
Chinese Translation by Ling Feng
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Bhikshu Heng Lai answers questions from new novices at Buddha 201258 B, th B8 RRE N B E RN AR M > R
Root Farm, Oregon in the summer of 2012. Dharma Master Lai ~ #7E7V RTI 69 F 1] o RIKEF 5o £ 2t F FoMAE 6y
humbly calls himself "the most awful novice" as he shares his causes D AT o PRI TR RO B K
and conditions for leaving home and cultivating under the Master's ~ TR 2 66 3 B AR FASAT6Y iR 24808 o R = 48
guidance. With over 3 decades as a monastic, Dharma Master Lai WA R K BRI AT EIE ER L L
encourages the novices to build foundations in cultivation with — RE HARZLE > TR E R KT KE -
precepts and samadhi on their long path in search of enlightenment.

Only then can they attain the great wisdom of Buddhahood. ]« AE B AJBE N E /DRy &K B e B PR AR 2
%o WAE 1969 FMEE T EA - REHUEF] E AW
Q: What was your experience as a novice under the Venerable A BHE—RENSEREE - A EETE—RFEN
e M i 196, N _ FORMR - HEEZ - EERA UK FOHERE
: I met the Master in . Now, most people who met = o 1 s .
The Master would ask for permission to leavephofne after one SRR SHES R ERRNA -
A BREPGERAIRIK T 5 Rz 1% - FE B AR
EA AR - NEPIL T R EES - Bkl L
NIFERER T2 > EEf iR > NAERAIEE
shoutd be alking . EIEBAH B TR - (B R AT -

After I finally took refuge with the Master, I later asked him HERILLERE TS - 4R | B AR

if I could leave home. First of all, I thought the Master really PRI AR T - 5 POLAEL - AEEEYL

. Ry
wanted me to leave home. That was my first mistake. Dharma REE BT

or two years. I not only did not ask the Master if I could leave
home in one or two years, I didn’t even take refuge until three or

four years later. So I'm really the worst person in the world you

28| &MIERE —o—_FNB



Master Heng Guan kept pressuring me
to leave home all the time. But thats
just Dharma Master Heng Guan. My
attitude was, “Yea, yea. The Master, I'm
finally going to ask you if I can leave
home.” I didn’t say that, but that was my
attitude.

At that time, there was a very elderly
lady, and we both asked the Master
formally to leave home. We bowed three
times. We were outside his room in Gold
Mountain. Loni, the former Dharma
Master Heng Yin, she was there, helping
with the translation and laughing at me.

So when I finally asked, and the
Master goes, “What are you doing up

here? What do you want?”
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Venerable Master Hsu Yun
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“I want to leave home, The Master.”

“Really? You want to leave home? You?”

That’s when he told me about the Elder Master Hsu Yun. The
Master said, “You know, leaving home isn’t easy. Are you sure you
want to do this? At one time, Master Hsu Yun sat in full lotus
for two weeks without moving. He had no enlightenment at that
time, and he suffered very much. And he did that just so people
would respect the Dharma. That was his motivation. It wasn’t to
be number one or to show off. It was so people would see this
monk sitting there and think, ‘Oh. Look at that. That’s really
something! This monk is really cultivating!” He did that just so
people would have respect for the Dharma.”

The Master said, “That is the mind of a Bodhisattva. He didn’t
even have samadhi. He wasn’t even awake, and he did that. That’s
what you have to do if you want to leave home.”

And I said, “Oh.”

So that was my experience with the Master. I was under the
false impression that he wanted me to leave home. I was totally
upside down. I found out later that he didn’t care whether you
leave home or don’t leave home. He cares whether you become
a Buddha or not—period. How you do it is not that important.
What's a lot more important is for you to become a Buddha—the
faster, the better. He didn’t want to waste time with you.

One day, he told me, “You know, I meet all these people.” This
was just after we were talking to a car salesman who was trying
to sell the Master an automobile, which was really funny. So he’s
trying to sell the Master a car, and the Master is almost ready
to sign the paper when he says, “ Hmm, I'm thinking price too

much [referring to the car].” He did it at the last minute. It drove
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this guy crazy. And finally, the salesman couldn’t take it anymore, and
he ran out the door saying “I can’t do this anymore!” The Master ran
after him waving the paper, “OK. I sign! I sign!”

After that, the Master told me, “When I look at people, everybody
thinks I'm looking at this car salesman and thinking about the car.
Actually, I don’t care about the car. When I see somebody, I don’t care
if they’re a woman, a man, a child, a dog, a cat. I look right at their
Buddha-nature first. And then, the next thought I have is, ‘How can
I get them to open up their wisdom and to see their nature?””

That's what he does. Thats the true mind of a Bodhisattva.
Period. And if the best path for a person is to be a novice and then
Bhikshu, and that’s your path, fine. If it’s to be a lay person and be a
Dharma Protector, fine. Leaving home is according to each person’s
nature. The Master is only interested in what is the best way for you
to see your true nature and become a Buddha.

He said, “I'm a Buddha-maker.” He came here to make Buddhas.
Period. The Master said, “Not only did I come here to make Buddhas,
but all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas in the past millennia have been
doing this. That’s all they come here for. That’s what it’s all about—
nothing else.” Pretty straightforward. Hard to take, but that is how
it is.

I rarely asked the Master about practice because I knew the Master
had true wisdom. I had a little taste of the Master’s wisdom. He gave
me a little taste. I was very happy with the Master and had no doubts
about him. I didn’t need to ask, “Master, I'm at this level. I have this
false thought. Blah, blah, blah.” You hear people talk like that all the
time. It’s just a lot of nonsense. He just brushes that away because all
of that is so unimportant. The important thing is to continue to plug
away at your cultivation. You just keep going, like hauling the canoe
through the woods.

When the time comes and the really important stuff happens,
then the Bodhisattvas will manifest. They zoom in like a laser
beam—they know instantly when you're ready to wake up. They’re
waiting, they know, there’s no question. You never know—it could
be the Master—it could be any manifestation. They come and help
out, when you're ready. Youre ready when youre ready, and when
you ain’t, you ain't.

So we don’t have to worry. Even if the Master’s physical body
isn't here, he’ll come to help anyway. This does not apply only to the
Master, but all the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. I've always felt the
Master was one of the “big guys.” There are some real “powers that
be,” these enormous, powerful beings around us—you just don't see
them. But once in awhile, you get a little taste. And I've always had
that taste about the Master—that he’s a big player in this universe.
And these players are in a big symphony, a big orchestra.

They all work in accord with each other. It’s like a beautiful song.
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They come in, manifest, and help according to conditions. And
they're all tuned to each other. It’s a beautiful kind of tuning. That’s
how the Bodhisattvas are, they’re just all tuned up. There are different
levels, but how can we at our level possibly talk about the different
stages of Bodhisattvas. I have no clue. You tell me about 7% stage, 8"
stage, 10" stage—1I have no idea what you're talking about.

It’s like we're the fish at the bottom of the sea. We don’t even have
any sunlight down here—how much the less the ability to talk about
Mount Everest and the top of that mountain. We're just happy to get
a little ray of light once in awhile or a sparkle. So eventually, if your
conditions are ripe and you're ready, you'll start having experiences in
that regard and wake up.

Cultivation is foundation work. It’s not fun, but it’s foundation
work. Sitting meditation, giving up all these things, everything
we do—its all foundation work. Youre building a foundation.
Foundations are the least fun when you're building a building because
it’s boring, all concrete. You're digging in the dirt, and you don’t see
anything. No result other than just the foundation. But you can’t have
a house of wisdom unless you have a foundation.

So it’s like what happened to me, I experienced a seed. A little
taste. And it was a real joy. I was so happy for a couple of days and
then my mind just closed back up again. I didn’t have any foundation.
That’s why you have precepts, samadhi, and wisdom. If you dont
have those three things, nothing’s going to stay opened. Even if you
really pop open and have a real experience of the unconditioned.

That's why the Master always emphasized leaving home when
youre young. I never understood that because everybody thinks,
“Oh, you'll get old and retire and you can go and cultivate.” The
Master said, “No, no, no, to really have a chance at breaking through
and getting some real results, leave home when you're young.” And
then you have this huge foundation you've been working on for all
those years when you were young. When your mind is ready to open
up, you'll be ready to deal with it and keep it open. Otherwise, it
closes up on its own nature.

This is an analogy from a Swami that I thought was very good. It’s
like you step into a beautiful clear stream. But then you see how filthy
you are, and of your own volition, you jump back out on the bank
again because you realize you're just too dirty to be there. Nobody
forces you out, you do it to yourself. You're just not ready. You haven't
cleaned up your act enough to be there. And you can’t stay. And
nobody’s saying you can't. It’s just yourself realizing it, and you just
can’t do it. It’s like the saying, “When you go to the hells, nobody
holds you down but the weight of your own karma.” You're the one

holding you down there. It’s the same kind of thing.

s> To be continued
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