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35. The Sixth Patriarch’s Prediction

One day, while sitting in meditation, the Venerable Master saw the
Sixth Patriarch appear. The patriarch told him that he would go west in
the future and spread Buddhism. The Five Schools would be divided
further into the Ten Schools. He would encounter an immeasurable
number of people and teach uncountable sentient beings, as many
as grains of sand in the Ganges river. This was the real beginning of
Buddhism in the West. After saying these words, the Sixth Patriarch
disappeared. The Venerable Master suddenly recalled, “Oh, wasn’t the
Sixth Patriarch from the Tang dynasty?” [The Sixth Patriarch Master
entered nirvana in year 713.] Today, the Sixth Patriarch Master’s words
have come true: the Venerable Master has delivered Buddhism to the
West, leading many westerners to enter the monastic life and practice
Buddhism. The Venerable Master is the first person to establish the
Three Jewels in the West.

As told by the Venerable Master:
One day, when it was getting dark, the Sixth Patriarch appeared
in front of me. I saw a monk around fifty or sixty years old, wearing

a gray robe. He taught me some principles and how to cultivate, and
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told me that I would go to the United States in the future and what
kind of people I would encounter there, and so on. After speaking, he
disappeared, vanished suddenly. I was neither sleeping nor dreaming.

How incredible this was!

Addendum: In 1968,

Shurangama Sutra concluded, five Americans, three males and two

after the summer session of the

females, requested permission to enter the monastic life. In the next
year, these five people received full ordination at Haihui Monastery
in Keelung City of Taiwan. This was the official beginning for
westerners to become Bhikshus and Bhikshunis. The three Bhikshus
were Guo Qian (Heng Qian), Guo Ning (Heng Jing) and Guo Xian
(Heng Shou); the two Bhikshunis were Guo Yi (Heng Yin), Guo Xiu
(Heng Chih).

As told by the Venerable Master:

You only know that I have many U.S. disciples, but you don't
know that it is not easy! I did many things that other people could
not do, so they were moved. In 1962, at the age of 45, I came to the
United States with a plan to bring up some talents in the West to
translate the Chinese Buddhist texts. However, the conditions were
not ready then, so I was reclusive for six to seven years. In 1968, it
seemed the conditions were ripe and the Americans continuously
began to come. For the first summer session, more than 30 students
from the University of Washington in Seattle came to participate,
and for 96 days, I expounded the Shurangama Sutra for them. That
was the starting point for Americans to learn Buddhism and the
beginning of American Buddhism.

After the session on the Shurangama Sutra, five Americans
entered the monastic life. In 1969, I arranged for them to receive
precepts at Haihui Temple in Taiwan. They were the first western
people to became Bhikshus or Bhikshunis. On the first day of
Chinese New Year, 1968, I made a plan to give a summer lecture
on the Shurangama Sutra. 1 told the audience, “Five lotus flowers (in
Buddhism) will bloom in the U.S.A. this year! Following these five,
tens of thousands of lotus flowers will bloom and bring Buddhism
to the West!” Before that, none of the Americans in the U.S.A. were
Bhikshus or Bhikshunis, and ordinary people did not know what
any of this meant until that fall when five Americans entered the
monastic life. People, having realized the meaning, then said, “The
Master told us the first day [of Chinese year] that five lotus flowers
would bloom this year. The lotus flowers were referring to five people
who would enter the monastic life this year!” After that, Americans

came to enter the monastic life, one after one.

50 To be continued
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