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The Venerable Vasumitra (continued)
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on December 14, 1977
English Translation by Michael Lu, Brooks Hansard, Steve Setera
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Afterwards he had him put on robes, shaved his head, transmitted to him the
complete precepts, and handed the Great Dharma on him. Hence the sixth
patriarch Micchaka helped him shave his head and leave the home life, and later
transmitted the complete precepts, as well as the Mind-Seal, to him, exhorting him

to perpetuate the Proper Dharma. The verse of Dharma transmission goes like this:

There is no mind, neither anything to be obtained.
Whatever is said to be obtained is not Dharma.
When one understands that the mind is no mind,

Then one comes to understand both the mind and the dharma of mind.

After the Venerable One had obtained the Dharma, he traveled and taught,
arriving at the kingdom of Kamalanka, where he carried out Buddhist activities
on alarge scale. He handed the Dharma on to Buddhanandi. He transmitted the
Dharma of Mind-seal to Venerable Buddhanandi. Then he entered the Kindness
Samadhi. After the eighth patriarch was certified, Venerable Vasumitra entered
the samadhi of Kindness. Next he came out of samadhi and instructed the
assembly saying, “The Dharma I’ve obtained is nonexistent. There is nothing
to be obtained. If one recognizes the Buddha Ground, the states of the Buddha,
one leaves existence and nonexistence behind.” There is neither exsitence nor
nonexsistence. After saying that, he re-entered samadhi and attained perfect

stillness.

A verse in praise says:
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The clouds revealed auspicious signs; the golden light was dazzling.
Although holding in hand a wine jug, he returned to the source by
the straight road.
He displayed the appearance of a Kind Hearted One, as easily as picking
something from a basin.

He spoke the Dharma to the assembly, like syrup oozing forth from gooey
pastry.

Commentary:

The clouds revealed auspicious signs, the golden light was dazzling: The
clouds shone with auspicious energy, brightening the sky with a shimmering
golden-hue. Although holding in hand a wine jug, he returned to the source
by the straight road: Holding the wine jug itself was representation. The road to
return home is straight—it means that once he recognized his original face, he
would no longer be lost.

He displayed the appearance of a Kind Hearted One by entering the
Kindness Samadhi, as easily as picking something from a basin. He spoke the
Dharma to the assembly, like syrup oozing forth from gooey pastry. He taught

the Dharma with the ease of licking the syrup from a glazed pastry.

Another verse says:

In the northern part of India, a sage was born.

With a wine vessel in hand, he asked about previous causes.
Having come from the inherent nature, I am going nowhere.

What recognizes is not me, how can there be a person?

With kindness and right samadhi, he enters or exits as he pleases.
His light of compassion shone everywhere, filling heaven and earth.
A golden-hued lotus bloom crossed over cultivators.

Maha Prajna is esoteric, efficacious, and beyond words.

Commentary:

In the northern part of India, a sage was born: This refers to the seventh
patriarch Vasumitra.

With a wine vessel in hand, he asked about previous causes: Holding a wine
vessel in his hand, he asked the sixth patriarch about the causes and conditions
of his previous lives. The sixth patriarch said, “Having come from the inherent
nature, I am going nowhere.”

“What recognizes is not me, how can there be a person?” If I recognize you,
then that is not me anymore. If it is not me, then who is it? Here the patriarch
wanted him to go investigate.

With kindness and right samadhi, he enters or exits as he pleases. Venerable
Vasumitra had obtained the Kindness Samadhi, and for him, entering or coming
out of the samadhi is just a common matter.

His light of compassion shone everywhere, filling heaven and earth.

» Continued on page 23
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