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In July 2012, T once again came to the country I have always yearned
for, for the place that has nourished my mind like sweet dew—Gold
Coast Dharma Realm. The moment I got off the plane, I met the
familiar face of a lay man who had been waiting there for a while.
On the way to the monastery, we talked about all the changes the
monastery has had during the past year. Through the web site and the
internet, I was able to keep up to date with the events and news of the
monastery in Taiwan.

In July, apart from the Avatamsaka Sutra Recitation and the first
Emperor Liang Repentance, there were Dharma talks given by Dharma
Masters Heng Jiang, Heng Zhuang, and Heng Yi every night. The
Dharma Masters shared their personal experiences and other stories
which were both interesting and significant. We also had the rare
opportunity of having Dharma Master Sure come to transmit the three
refuges and five precepts and the precepts for the deceased. DM Sure
gave lectures for a few nights, sharing stories and photos from CTTB's
celebration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Dharma in the West. He
explained that the purpose of precept transmission for the deceased
was all about “filial piety.”

Dharma Master Sure says that when people receive these precepts,
they express a kind of longing for their families—a wish to shoulder

some of the bad affiliations or karmas and bear some of the retributions
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for the present life. In a way;, it is to fulfill their filial responsibilities and
help their family members to quickly leave suffering and obtain bliss.
For me, it was the first time taking the precepts. I did it for one of my
ancestors. I have never met him nor seen his pictures, but according to
D.M. Sure, as long as deep inside we are mindful of the deceased, he would
benefit. Numerous people took the precepts that day, their minds focused
and sincere. D.M. Sure gave the name “Dharma Coast” to the deceased
to commemorate that the event was being held at Gold Coast Dharma.
When the precept-taking was complete, everyone was relieved and they
shared their over-flowing joy. It was a beautiful moment to remember.

At night we listened to the lecture of Avatamsaka Sutra. However,
owing to our heavy karmic obstacles and superficial understandings, we
often couldn't comprehend the significance of the sutra. Fortunately, the
compassionate Dharma Masters would guide us on how to apply what is
in the Sutra to our daily lives. They also shared stories for us to reflect upon.

One story talks about a couple. The husband often physically abused
the wife, many times without any plausible reason. He beat the wife till
she was full of bruises and bitterness. So the wife went to seek help in a
monastery. The Dharma Masters there told her that in the past she sowed
seeds and now she was just reaping what she had planted. In the past,
the husband was a donkey that worked for her. Every time she saw the
donkey not working as fast as she wanted, she struck him. Thus she sowed
bad karma. Therefore in the present life, the donkey became her husband
who beat her every day.

Then the Dharma Master told the wife to collect sticks to make a
broom, go home, clean the house, and leave the broom on a table. In
the evening, when the husband came home, he saw the broom and was
delighted. He took it and started to beat his wife with it! But the woman
neither dodged nor wailed. Instead, she let him strike her as he pleased.
Now the husband was confused. In the past, the wife would try to escape
and scream but today she was so quiet. He questioned the woman for the

reason. She told him about their past relationship. Wanting to stop this

cycle of karmic retributions, the husband never struck the wife again.
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Now I understand that my becoming a
vegetarian from an early age was for the
same reason! Never look down upon the
cycling of cause and effect! Today you
eat meat, tomorrow you will become the
meat eaten by others—how miserable!
No wonder the Venerable Master Hua
wanted us to “Do no evil, and uphold
all good.”

Although at the moment we may
not comprehend many of the intricate
teachings of the Buddha, we can plant
the seeds of goodness by drawing near
to monasteries, attending repentances,
or otherwise cultivating our field of
blessings so as to end some of our karmic
obstructions. We should also make
sure that our wisdom is on the increase
in order to be protectors for proper
Dharma. Had I not been to Gold Coast
Dharma Realm, I believe I would not
gain so much understanding. To learn
from such a great experience and from
all the good knowing advisers is truly the

best vacation for me. &





