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REFLECCTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Begin a New Life —

Zeng Gong continves

Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on July 3, 1987
English Translaion by Tsung-Wu Ho
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Verse:
The Grass Hall Monk, a single thought of glory,
Reborn in the family that supported him, determined to be somebody.
Cycles among the six realms, endless death and birth.

Escape from attachments, return to the self.

Commentary:
The Grass Hall Monk—a single thought of glory. The monk appreciated the
power and prestige of the retired Prime Minister, thus emerging the illusion of
craving for privilege.

Reborn in the family that supported him, determined to be somebody. Such
a thought led him to be reborn into the family of the one who made offerings to
him. He was eager to hold a high office and enjoy wealth and privilege.

Cycles among the six realms: endless death and birth. Such a thought of
greed led him into endless cycles of death and birth among the six realms.

Escape from attachments, return to the self. He should have known the
essence of self, detached the mind from the illusion of fame and money and from

the death-and-birth cycles among the six realms.

Another verse:
Changing his appearance, he forgot his past.
Among infinite changes, humans may be reborn as humans.
Due to a single thought of becoming rich and powerful...
He drifted for eons, having lost truth and purity.
Pure and effortless, one is truly free.
Ambition and volition usually mislead us.
When things reach an extreme, they return to equilibrium:
You must endure.

Carefree happiness cannot be sought outside.
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Commentary:

Changing his appearance, he forgot his past. Human beings are governed
by repeated rebirth cycles among the Six Realms, birth-to—death and death-
to-birth, with different appearances each life. This life, one may have a long
face, a narrow face in the next, or a square face, slim face, and so on. Not only
are the facial looks different, but also the experiences of the past are no longer
remembered.

Among infinite changes, humans may be reborn as humans. When one
dies, if one’s evil deeds outweigh the good ones, one may be reborn in the
hells, hungry ghost realm, or animal realm. If one’s good deeds outweigh the
bad deeds, one may attain rebirth in the heavenly, asura, or human realms,
transmigrating according to one’s karma. It may also be the case that humans
are reborn as humans, ghosts as ghosts, hell-beings as hell-beings, gods as gods,
asuras as asuras, and so forth.

The cycles of rebirth are infinitely changeable, and will not stop until the karmic
debrt is completely repaid.
The monk,

because of simple greediness for worldly wealth, failed in his cultivation and

Due to a single thought of becoming rich and powerful...

was reborn as the son of a family. In fact, no matter who you are, you will not
succeed in cultivation if you are still attached to worldly wealth and privilege.

He drifted for eons, having lost truth and purity. Pitiful as they are, living
beings have been, in innumerable rebirth cycles, led by illusions and lose the
pure self-nature.

Pure and effortless, one is truly free. On the contrary, if one can maintain
a mind of integrity and uprightness, pure and effortless, one will gain ultimate
freedom without obstruction.

Ambition and volition usually mislead us. If people foolhardily desire
success to impress the world, but forget about cultivation, they will fall to a
lower realm.

When things reach an extreme, they return to equilibrium: You must
endure. Worldly affairs are governed by recurrences: when the negative reaches
an extreme, it becomes positive, and vice versa. Good occurrences will turn into
bad ones when the extreme is met; bad occurrences will turn into good ones
when the limit is reached.

When one walks till there is no road to talk, one turns back. After rising one
falls, and having fallen one yearns for cultivation. Your attention please! Be
aware of such recurrences and endure them.

Carefree happiness cannot be sought outside. True happiness cannot be
found outside. If in your heart you can practice, “No contending, no greed,
no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing personal advantages, and no lying,”
gradually, you will become a person of fairness and justice, free of care and
worry. Thus, you will know your original face (true identity), which is the

moment of genuine liberation and ease. %
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