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The Seventh Patriarch,
the Venerable Vasumitra
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on December 14, 1977
English Translation by Michael Lu, Brooks Hansard, Steve Setera
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Essay:

The Venerable One was a native of Northern India. While the sixth
patriarch was traveling and teaching, he saw the Venerable One holding
a wine jug. Upon seeing the patriarch, the Venerable One went up to him
and asked, “Where do you come from, Master? And where are you going?”
The patriarch replied, “I come from the inherent nature, and wish to go
to the place of no place.” The Venerable One said, “Do you recognize the
object I have in my hand?” The patriarch said, “It is a dirty container, yet
it carries a pure person.” The Venerable One asked, “Do you recognize
me, Master?” The patriarch replied, “I do not recognize you, and he who
recognizes you is not me.”

Afterwards he had him put on robes, shaved his head, transmitted to him
the complete precepts, and handed the Great Dharma on to him. After the
Venerable One had obtained the Dharma, he traveled and taught, arriving
at the kingdom of Kamalanka, where he carried out Buddhist activities on
alarge scale. He handed the Dharma on to Buddhanandi, and then entered
the Kindness Samadhi. Next he came out of samadhi and instructed the
assembly saying, “The Dharma I’ve obtained is nonexistent; for if one
recognizes the Buddha Ground, one leaves existence and nonexistence
behind.” After saying that, he re-entered samadhi, and showed forth

nirvana.

[Editor’s note: The original transcript of this lecture is missing, thus a disciple

was asked to provide a commentary on the essay and verses.]
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Commentary:

The Venerable One was from Northern India. The seventh patriarch is
called Vasumitra. He was a native of Northern India. He always had a wine
jug in hand. He would sing or shout while wandering about the town, so
everyone thought he was mad.

‘When the sixth patriarch Micchaka was travelling and teaching, he saw
the Venerable One holding a wine jug. The sixth patriarch, the Venerable
Micchaka, was a native of Central India. After attaining the Dharma, he began
travelling to teach and guide living beings throughout various places. One
day, he came to a city in Northern India and saw that, above the towers on
the city wall, the sky was filled with auspicious golden-hued clouds and lights
of good energy shining high in the sky. He couldnt help but exclaim, “Oh!
This is the energy of a cultivator. There must be a sage here who can inherit
my Dharma!” Therefore, he entered the city. Later he saw the Venerable One
roaming on the street carrying a wine jug in hand.

Then, upon seeing the sixth patriarch Micchaka approaching from the
opposite direction, the Venerable One, Vasumitra, went up to him and
asked, “Where do you come from, Master? And where are you going?”
The sixth patriarch Micchaka replied, “I come from the inherent nature,
> Then the Venerable One said,

“Do you recognize the object I have in my hand?”

and wish to go to the place of no place.’

The sixth patriarch Micchaka said, “It is a dirty container, yet it carries a
pure person.” The Venerable One asked, “Do you recognize me, Master?”
The patriarch replied, “How can I recognize you? I don’t recognize you, and
he who recognizes is not me.” He then continued, “If you can tell me your
surname and given name, I will be able to tell you of your past conditions.”
Venerable Vasumitra said, “I have been born throughout limitless eons, and
in this life time I was born in this country. My given name is Vasumitra, and
my last name is Bharadvaja.”

The sixth patriarch Micchaka then said, “My master Dhirtaka once said,
“When the Buddha was dwelling in the world, he was once traveling and
teaching in Northern India, whereupon he told Ven. Ananda that 300 years
after his nirvana, there would be a sage born in this country named Vasumitra
Bharadvaja, and he will become the seventh patriarch. As you can see, the
World- Honored One has already bestowed a prediction upon you; therefore
you should leave the home life.” Then the Venerable One set down his wine
jug and bowed to the sixth patriarch Micchaka. He stood to one side and said,
“I can recall that many eons ago, I was once a donor who made an offering of
a bejeweled chair to a Buddha, and that Buddha bestowed a prediction upon
me, saying, ‘In the future you will be among the disciples of Shakyamuni
Buddha during the Worthy Kalpa and will help him propagate the Dharma.”

This prediction matches what the Master just said. So please help me cross

over birth and death.”

s> To be continued
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