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The Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA)
celebrated the 50% anniversary of Venerable Master
Hsuan Huas bringing Buddhadharma to the West and
commemorated the 17% anniversary of his entering Nirvana
from the evening of June 22 until June 24, 2012. Over 2700
people attended these events. There were 21 chartered buses
taking people from the San Francisco bay area, Sacramento,
and southern California to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB), and there were also attendees from other
countries. The Precepts for the Deceased ceremony was held
on the evening of June 22. More than 920 plaques were set
up for the deceased to take the precepts. More buses arrived
early next morning for the 50" anniversary of VM Hua’s

bringing Buddhadharma to the west events.

continued on page 47
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With Unbounded Gratitude,

Marching into the Next Half of the Century (continued)

PRORHE CE
Written and English translation by Guo Pu Chen
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(Continued from the ftont inner)
On June 23, the program titled “Reflection and Dedication” including three
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themes: “Reflecting on 50 Years,” “Legacies of Master Hua,” and “Fulfilling
Venerable Master Hua's Vows,” was conducted as plenary talks. Many senior
Asian and Western disciples of Ven. Master and junior members of DRBA
were invited to share their experiences of studying with Venerable Master or
contributing to his legacies. These precious and interesting stories made the
senior disciples recall the days of staying with the Master and inspired those
who never met the Master to continue their contributions to the Master's
vows of planting Dharma in the West.

The following are some highlights of “Reflecting on 50 Years.” The
remaining parts will be continued in upcoming issues.

The presiding president of DRBA, Dharma Master Heng Sure said that
the Master taught and transformed people throughout his life. He didnt
differentiate people by their race, sex, or appearance, but looked at peoples’
Buddha natures and taught them to regain their brightness. Dharma
Master Heng Lyu, the Abbot of CTTB, took the difficulties of building
the Golden Gate Bridge as an analogy. The Master’s life can be compared
to a big bridge—he brought the Buddhadharma from Asia to the west and
helped living beings to get to the other shore of liberation. We should check
if we are walking on the bridge of the “Six Principles” the Master set up
for us. The Abbot also talked about the IIPE East Campus project. DRBA
re-applied for the permit with a new design and was passed in 2011. The
new design extends 600 feet north and thus avoids the wetland and reduces
construction cost a lot. Now it is in the process of preparation.

Dharma Master Lai still remembers an occasion after they came back
from the Asia trip in 1981. The Master said to him, “You are suffering now
because you cannot run away. The reason for that is because you made a vow
eons ago to propagate Buddhadharma in this country with me.” Dharma
Master Lai replied, “But I don’t remember.” The Master said, “Whether you

remember it or not, you have to follow your past vow.” Dharma Master Lai
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said we will continue to be Ven. Hua’s disciples until we become a Buddha
since this is his vow. “So we better get used to it.”

Dharma Master Heng Chih, one of the earliest American monastics under
the Master, said that during the early days after the Master came to the
U.S., all disciples around him were westerners. It was not until 1989, when
DRBA established a Buddhist Academy in Taiwan, that there was an influx
of Asians to join DRBA. Dharma Master Chih said, “Ven. Master said in
the beginning that Westerners should work with Asians so that Buddhism
can continue. I've seen DRBA working this way; people from different
countries bring different cultures here and work together to make DRBA an
international organization.”

Ron Epstein, a senior disciple of Ven. Hua and a retired professor from
San Francisco State University, organized a group of Washington University
students from Seattle to San Francisco to listen to the Master speak the
Shurangama Sutra in the summer of 1968. After listening to this sutra, five
young Americans left the home life under the Master, which started a new slate
for establishing a sangha in the U.S. Looking ahead, he hoped all four legacies
of the Ven. Hua—establishing the sangha, translating sutras, promoting
education, and engaging in interfaith exchanges—would be universal.

School teacher Terri Nicholson recalled one hot summer when the Master
held an interfaith conference, a group of fundamental Christians came for a
picketing protest. Ven. Hua invited them to go inside the mountain gate so
that they could enjoy cold drinks and protest in the shaded area under the
tree. Finally these Christians decided to leave. Dharma Master Sure said later
that this group of Christians changed into formal suits and came back again
to attend the interfaith conference out of their own intention. Ven. Master
said to disciples after the interfaith conference, “I've always told you to not
fight, and I'm now putting it into practice.”

Two early disciples, Stella Tan and Madalena Tan, complained to the
Master that life in the U.S. was tough. Youve got to do everything by
yourself. The Master endured much hardship and inconveniences to cross
numerous people. He also started with looking up words in the dictionary
and leading disciples to translate Buddhist scriptures. Presently the
International Translation Institute (ITI) of DRBA has translated almost 200
sutras and Dharma talks into different languages.

In recognition of the Master’s many contributions to the U.S. and to the
County of Mendocino, Mendocino County’s Board of Supervisors passed
a resolution on June 18 to issue a proclamation extending congratulations
to his students and disciples on the 50th commemoration of the Master’s
arrival to the United States. Supervisor Carre Brown read this proclamation
during a luncheon in CTTB’s dining hall on June 23. The City of Ukiah also
issued a similar proclamation.

June 24 was the 17" annual observance of the Venerable Master’s entering
Nirvana which included paying respect to his relics and the Passing of
Offering. Over 2,700 people attended lunch. After lunch the Three Refuges

and Five Precepts were transmitted to almost 100 people. The afternoon arts
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consisted of novice monks chanting the mantra of Six Syllables and the song
“She Carries Me,” Bihkunis singing the Zhun-Ti Spititual Mantra and the
song “Way Out West,” and performances by students from the Developing
Virtue School, the Gold Wheel Monastery Choir, and the San Jose Firebird
Youth Chinese Orchestra. A delegation from Beijing Longquan Monastery
translation center and more than 10 monks from Abayagiri Monastery in
Redwood Valley, California were also in attendance. An awarding ceremony
of the writing contest of the 50% anniversary of Venerable Master’s coming
to the West was held at 3 p.m. at the Daoyuan Hall.

In the evening, the internationally known pianist Gwhyneth Chen held an
outdoor piano concert. 80 percent of the 700 audience were westerners from
the local community. Dr. Nahid Angha and Dr. Ali Kianfar of International
Sufi Association (Sufi-Muslim), Sally Mahe of United Religions Initiative
(Christian), Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Nakasone of Buddhist Churches of
America, Sr. Elizabeth Padilla of Brahma Kumaris Anubhuti Mediation
Center (Hindu), Sr. Vaishali, Sr. Punam, Br. Mario (Hindu), Sam Chan of
United Religions Initiative (Interfaith), Rabbi Shoshanah Devorah of Kol
Haemek (Jewish) all went on stage to pray for the audience. The interfaith
blessings they brought to the audience were signs showing the sincerity of
interfaith exchanges.

All programs was Real-time webcast broadcasted, and archived webcast

videos are available online at www.drba.org/live. %
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