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2012 Commencement of Developing Virtue Secondary School
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The Boys Division of Developing Virtue Secondary School

The Graduation Ceremony began at 3:00 p.m. on June 8. The nine
graduates were: Jason Lin, Tico Cheng, Manas Ngasanthia, Kevin Wang,
Billy Nguyen, Xavier Kouoi, Hong Fei Bai, Johnny Chen, and Daron
Fong. There were slightly more graduates than previous years and nearly
every parent attended the ceremony.

The first speaker was Dharma Master Shun, who was a Boys™ School
teacher for many years. As high school core teacher, he has good
relationships and interactions with the students and is especially vigorous
in counseling students on applying for colleges. He exhorts students to
try their best and strive towards their goals.

The parent representative for this year was Tico Chengs parents: Mr.
Zheng Zhi Liang and Mrs. Yang Shi Qi, who came to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas for the first time. In their speech, they expressed
gratitude and thanks. The alumni representative of this year was Michael
Hsieh. After graduating from Cal-State East Bay, he immediately came
back to teach at his old school. Because of his proximity in age, he is able
to assimilate into the group of students. He accurately described every
graduate’s strengths and the details of their daily interaction. In the end,
he invited all the graduates to come onstage and say the most popular
“Over 9,000!”

The main speaker of this year’s ceremony was Daron Fong’s father, Mr.

phrase of the year:

Fang Shao Rong, a chemical engineer for over 20 years. He was invited to
come and give a lesson on life to the graduates preparing to enter college.

Then, each graduate went onstage one-by-one to share their life journey.
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At the conclusion of the ceremony, principal Mr. Bostick gave the
graduates their diplomas; the graduates then gave loud cheers, throwing
their mortar boards in unison into the air. In the midst of laughter and

joy, the graduation ceremony came to its end.

The Girls Division of Developing Virtue Secondary School

The 2012 commencement ceremony was held at Wonderful Words
Hall at 2:30 p.m. on June 7. This year, our seniors” parents came from all
over the world—Taiwan, Malaysia, New York, Iowa, and California—
to watch their children receive their diplomas.

Our seniors were blessed to have wonderful speakers for their
graduation. Dharma Master Heng Liang, representing the Board of
Education, spoke about how the classroom provided by Nature gives
us a kind of intelligence—an awareness, and a sensitivity to become
good human beings. She also reminded the students that if we can
be content with what we need, appreciate and cherish the family and
friends, be sympathetic and kind toward others, and be public spirited
and generous of heart, then we will be successful as a human being.
Whatever else we might achieve will be icing on the cake.

The seniors” core teacher, Jin Jr Shr, quoted the Venerable Master’s
words, “People do not live to eat. They live to benefit society with their
merit, benefit others with their virtue, and help the entire world.” to
remind the seniors of being beacons in the world.

Our creative senior class decided to give a speech as a class instead
of each one giving her own speech. They each focused on a different
aspect of CTTB. “This school has brought something so special to us,
and to all of you, too. And although we have lost people dear to us, we
realized that we gained 60 sweet, hilarious, and kind sisters! Our bond
to each other is not just good friends, but kin. We remind each other
to shower, to study for tests, and to not be too stressed. This bond is a
mutual understanding we cannot find elsewhere. A major reason for our
wonderful bond is that we can always be ourselves.”

“Teachers, you are the moral compass that guided our hearts through
the journey of our academic years. We want to thank you, but how
can we ever repay the kindness, the time, the energy you put in to our
education? Someone once said, ‘If you can’t pay it back, pay it forward.’
This is what we will do. We will pay forward your time and energy
by spending it for others as you have spent for us. And by paying it
forward, we wish to spread the knowledge you have shared with us far
and wide, and to change the world one thought at a time.”

We wish these nine seniors—Yu Ting Chang (Christine), Mayee Shay
(Amy), Anne Lien, Yu Shan Hsieh (Sara), Laurel Shern, Alisha Pegan,
Jasmine Liu, and Sharon Wang—the best as they head off to college,
and look forward to seeing them again, for we know their ties to DVS

and CTTB are deep. &





