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Review and Reflection on the 50* Anniversary Event,
June 28, 2012, at Buddha Hall, CTTB.

—

Don't Be Afraid of Change (by Bhikshuni Heng Liang)

Several days ago, we completed the 17" Commemoration of the Venerable
Master’s Nirvana, along with a celebration of the 50" Anniversary of the
Ven. Master’s arrival in the U.S. This was a bittersweet occasion, in that we
naturally feel sad that the Ven. Master is not physically here with us. But
on the other hand, the result of his coming to the U.S. that was evident
throughout this event is certainly something to celebrate.

To be very honest with you, as the time for this event drew closer and
closer, and I became more and more aware of its significance and what a
huge event it would be, I couldn’t imagine how everything could get done
in time. Even just a few days before the event, there was so much to do that
it seemed daunting, and plans continued to change even up to a few days
before the event.

Certainly it could not have been accomplished without invisible aid, and
so I would first like to express my deep gratitude to the kindness of the
Buddhas and Bodhisattva, not to mention the Venerable Master for helping
us not to fall on our faces.

Of course, the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and Ven. Master are constantly
watching over us all and helping us. But unless we ourselves bring forth a
mind to cultivate, to propagate and protect the Triple Jewel, and to exert
ourselves on behalf of all living beings, there is nothing for them to respond
to. And so I also wish to express my gratitude to all of you who supported
this event with your diligence, enthusiasm, positive thinking, creativity, and
so on. It would be impossible to acknowledge everyone individually, it took
the effort of so many people. I would just like to comment that the general
spirit and energy before, during, and after the event was harmonious, public
spirited, generous, and inspired. I believe that everyone worked so hard that
we got past the point of being tired and entered another dimension.

I must say that that kind of spirit and energy was so much like it was when
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the Master was here with us. In fact, I heard that several people reported that
they were sure the Master was with us. Of course he was! There’s no doubt
at all about that. And I believe he was happy to see his disciples working
together for the sake of the Dharma and all living beings. The result of
everyone’s work was an incredible, magical event. I believe that many living
beings—both visible and invisible—were crossed over and that the entire
world was invisibly influenced and benefited by this event.

When people are working frantically under pressure of time and become
exhausted, it is difficult not to make mistakes and it is difficult to treat each
other with patience and kindness. So I hope that if any mistakes occurred
they will be taken as lessons of experience.

In closing, I would like to make two comments. I heard many people say
that this should not be the last time we do something like this. CTTB was
able to attract so many people to experience the benefit of the Dharma; it is
really our responsibility to continue this work. Now here is my comment.
We need to be more prepared next time. We need to plan much further in
advance. Venerable Master used to often say, “Don’t wait until it rains to fix
the roof,” “don’t wait until you're thirsty to dig a well,” etc.

Now that we have had a glimpse of how hungry people are for the Dharma
and what joy they derive from an event like this, it doesn’t take much
imagination to understand what Master always said: “The CTTB belongs
to the world. Although you might think that CTTB is too big, it’s actually
much too small.” So many living beings are waiting for us to prepare for them
to come; having the privilege of living at CTTB carries with it a profound
responsibility. Let’s not be afraid of change and growth, but embrace it and
change and grow with it. In that way, I believe we will repay in some small

measure the kindness of our teacher.

Open the Heart to Do the Buddha's Work
(by Bhikshuni Heng Yin)

In general, what I kept being impressed by was the measure of the
Venerable Master’s mind. Many disciples from the early days shared how,
when they first saw the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, they would say,
“Shr Fu, it’s so big!” And the Master would say, “No, it’s your heart that’s
too small.” The Master hoped to welcome all living beings to CTTB. This
time an unprecedented number of people came—over 2,600 guests came
for lunch on Sunday, and 1,000 of them spent the night here. I asked the
guest prefect whether we actually had that many beds, and she said that in
some cases, three people shared two mattresses or four people shared three
mattresses. It was extremely crowded, but people were extremely sincere. I
heard that the hotels in Ukiah were all fully booked, too.

The reason for such a large turnout may have had to do with the full
program that was planned—the 17" anniversary of the Ven. Master’s
Nirvana, combined with the 50" anniversary of the Master’s coming to the

West, plus the Precepts for the Deceased, the summer camp, and the piano
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concert. Many people joyfully supported the event, and as a result many
more people came to attend.

Our Arts Program was exceptionally rich as well. DM Sure explained
that the Venerable Master was also an artist who used the arts as an
effective medium to bring the Dharma to the West. Of course, as was
mentioned the previous evening, our planning was not done as well as it
could have been, resulting in various hiccups and conflicts. However, at
the end, after each of us passed through many tests, I felt that everyone
was very joyful, and many old disciples were happy to come back and
share their experiences. Longquan Monastery from Beijing also came at
this time for a learning exchange.

There was, of course, a core planning team, and DM Sure invited many
young people to participate. They all spent many, many hours meeting
and working out all the logistical details. Our own resident monastics
were already very busy with other duties and did not have too much
time to get involved in the planning until the very end, and by that time,
more and more people were signing up to come. This caused various
departments to be under a lot of pressure. Many of the volunteers also
had little time to actually participate in the activities, because they were
busy preparing. I believe that although they were very exhausted, they
were also filled with Dharma joy. Approximately 250 to 300 volunteers
and alumni came back to help, making the event go much more smoothly.
One alumna commented that these few days of work have been more
stressful than college exams, and afterwards, she slept for several days and
also fell ill. Her mother, however, was very happy to see her contribute so
much. Other alumni said they felt very happy, felt a sense of team spirit,
and learned a lot.

Now when we go to Ukiah, sometimes people say, “Your program was
great.” Especially after the piano concert, some said, “We never came to
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas before, but we really like it.” Because
we wanted to include all four legacies in the Arts Program, including
the Sangha legacy, the monastics also chanted and sang. In the ecarly
days when the Ven. Master went out to give Dharma talks, he would ask
everyone to sing Dharma songs.

An interesting anecdote during Gwhyneth’s concert was that someone
at the wowen side smelled a special fragrance, the kind associated with
gandharvas (music spirits). We saw that Gwhyneth Chen was able to
bring people who knew nothing about Buddhism, but loved Western
classical music, to the monastery where they got to see the Buddha images
and the Sangha and even hear some of the Venerable Master’s Dharma.
That is because, while she was playing the Liszt Etudes, her Buddhist-
related interpretations, which included lines from “The White Universe,”
the law of causality, and the concept of compassion, were shown on the
screens in front.

I heard several people comment that the two-day program opened their

hearts. Some of the earlier disciples who are no longer living here were
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happy to be back. Many alumni and DRBYers were also glad to come and

support this event. And we gained some new friends in the local community.

Sincerity Moves (by Qin-Yi Wang)

Dharma Master asked me to share my experience in the summer camp. So
I want to share how the two-week summer camp changed my life.

I first came to CTTB in 2010. At that time, I was there to accompany
my 10-year-old son as he was not old enough to be a boarding student back
then. Before I came to CTTB, I was living in an apartment in New York. I
unplugged my refrigerator there since I didn't need to cook and went out
to eat most of the time. And when I studied at school, my parents didn't
let me do much in the kitchen either. Before I came to CTTB, if anyone
had told me that “One day, you will find that cooking for someone else is
very enjoyable”, I actually would have fallen down laughing.

But after coming to CTTB, I was deeply touched by the people and
things around me. When we first arrived, a teenager asked “Auntie, would
you like help in moving your luggage?” I have heard a lot of horrible
stories about teenagers, so when I was asked that question, I was very
pleasantly surprised that how much different this teenager was!

The volunteers here also moved me very much. Everyone here does
one’s own share, and does not talk much. Did you ever notice that many
Dharma Masters do not eat until after we've already eaten? Dharma
Masters are the most honored people amongst all assemblies; they are even
more noble than kings, so how can I let them cook for me without making
any contributions myself? When I was bowing to the Venerable Master’s
Eighteen Vows, I felt greatly ashamed and remorseful. Whenever I do the
dedication of merit, I usually just return the merits to myself or to people
around me; everything is about me. Yet, in Venerable Master’s vows, how
many of these vows are for himself? Everything is for others.

I felt that I was wrong. After several days, I started asking to volunteer in
the kitchen. Because I haven't done this kind of work in a very long time,
I carelessly sliced my fingers the first time cutting vegetables. But during
the process, I felt a release that I have never felt before. I think this is the
freedom that came from completely destroying my old values.

When you do things from your heart, people around you will be very
touched. Just like the four things above: the teenager, volunteer, Dharma
Masters and Venerable Master. They moved me so much that even
someone like me who seldom cooked actually wanted to cook for others.
If the action is from your true mind, with the help from the Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas, who else wouldn't be crossed over?

I just want to add one more thing. When we do things, the purpose is
not to move the others. When we do things for others, it is purely from
our minds. I am not doing a good job myself, but I just wanted to share
the experience so that we can all advance on the Bodhi Path. At last, I wish
that everyone will soon realize Buddhahood. Amitabha Buddha. &
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