KE b3

BobHI FIELD

We are very close to celebrating the arrival of the Venerable Master
in America. He arrived and he left, but the Dharma gems he gave
us are still with us. One of the most valuable gems is the Six Great
Principles—not fighting, not being greedy, not secking, not being
selfish not pursuing personal advantage and not lying.

Will the Venerable Master return? Of course he will, he has made
great vows to save us all and his work is not yet complete. But when
he returns, how will we recognize him? He has given us the Six Great
Principles; these are a guide for our daily conduct. I myself cannot
completely follow them, but I'm very fortunate to have a guide to
know what’s right and what to repent of. I think these Six Great
Principles are also a guide for recognizing a good knowing advisor.

There are many spiritual teachers but few of them are actual good
knowing advisors. Take the case of a man named Rajneesh who
founded a cult in Oregon in 1981. He had a fleet of 90 Rolls Royce
limousines to take him wherever he chose to go. Rajneesh had tens of
thousands of followers. He persuaded them to give them all of their
wealth. So Rajneesh lived in great luxury. It is not difficult to see that
this man did not follow the six great principles.

We can contrast the 90 Rolls Royce limousines with what the
Venerable Master used for transportation. On several occasions, I
drove the Venerable Master from San Francisco to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas and then back to San Francisco. I drove him in
my own car; it was not a Rolls Royce limousine. It was an AMC

Hornet. A hornet is not a luxury car; actually very similar to the
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AMC Gremlin, which is considered one of the worst cars ever
made. This car was at least 20 years old when I drove the Venerable
Master. Many other people would’ve been quite willing to drive the
Venerable Master, and all of those people had much better cars. But
the Venerable Master chose to travel in my humble car, and he did
not complain.

The Venerable Master gave us the Six Great Principles, and he
emphasized the importance of these principles in the best possible
way. He followed the six great principles himself. So when we see
other great spiritual advisors, we have a method to evaluate them. Do
they follow this six great principles?

Now the 50 Skandha demons chapter of the Shurangama Sutra
tells us about spiritual advisors who do not follow the precepts and
who do not follow the six great principles. Frequently these deviant
spiritual advisors get in trouble with the law. This is what happened to
Rajneesh. In 1985, the spiritual leader pleaded guilty to immigration
fraud and the sexual abuse of minors. He was deported back to India,
where he died of a heart attack in 1990.

Some spiritual advisors follow some of the Six Great Principles but
not all of them. Let us look at the case of Jim Jones who founded the
Peoples Temple. I think we all know how the Peoples Temple came
to an end. 909 people, Peoples Temple members including Jim Jones
committed suicide or were forced to drink poison in Guyana in 1978.
But Jim Jones did not violate all of the Six Great Principles.

Jim Jones was born near the state of Indiana. In 1960, the
Indianapolis mayor appointed Jim Jones to be the director of the
human rights commission. At that time, many restaurants in America
had black sections and white sections. Some only had white sections.
Black people were not allowed in the white sections. The white
sections were always much better than the black sections. Jim Jones
worked to change this practice. Jim Jones was not a black man but he
worked to help the black people.

The hospital in Indianapolis had a black section and white section.
The care in the white section was much better than in the black
section. Jim Jones worked very hard at his job and he collapsed from
exhaustion in 1961. He was a white person and should’ve been sent
to the white section of the hospital but by accident he was sent to
the black section of the hospital. When the mistake was discovered,
he refused to be moved to the white section. He stayed in the black
section and even though he was quite ill he worked as a volunteer.
He made the beds and emptied the bedpans for the black patients.
When this story became known, the hospital officials had to change
the hospital so that it only had one section for both black and white
patients. They had to provide equal care for all patients, regardless of

color.
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Jim Jones’ Peoples Temple headquarters moved to San Francisco
in 1975. The Peoples Temple served as an important role in the
mayoral election victory of George Moscone in 1975. Moscone
appointed Jim Jones as chairman of the San Francisco housing
authority commission. Jim Jones and Mayor Moscone met privately
with vice presidential candidate Walter Mondale on his campaign
plane during the 1976 election. Walter Mondale publicly praised
the temple. First Lady Rosalynn Carter also met personally with
Jim Jones on multiple occasions. She spoke with him at the grand
opening of the San Francisco Democratic Party headquarters. Jim
Jones got louder applause than First Lady Carter at that event. In
September 1976, there was a testimonial dinner for Jim Jones; Willie
Brown served as master of ceremonies. Governor Jerry Brown and
Lieutenant Governor Mervyn Dymally both attended this dinner.
William Brown introduced Jim Jones and compared him to Martin
Luther King and Albert Einstein.

In 1976, Jim Jones was hardworking, unselfish, and popular. He
told his followers to refrain from sexual misconduct. He purchased a
synagogue in a disintegrating Fillmore district of San Francisco. He
provided a daycare and food kitchen for the poor black residents.
Just two years later in 1978, Jim Jones and over 900 of his followers
committed murder and suicide. How could someone tell in 1976,
when everyone praised Jim Jones that he was not a good knowing
advisor?

In 1973, Jim Jones had been arrested for soliciting homosexual
activity in the restroom of a gay movie theatre. The point of the story
is that a good knowing advisor holds all six principles. If they hold
just one principle, it can cause a spiritual advisor to fall.

The end of the Peoples Temple in Guyana was terrible. Jim Jones
announced over the loud speakers that every resident must go to
the main building. They all received purple kool-aid laced with
poisonous cyanide. Mothers gave cyanide to their children, mothers
squirted cyanide into the mouths of infants with syringes. Little
children were helped to drink the poison. Next the older children got
paper cups of poison to drink. Finally the adults drank the poison.
As Jim Jones spoke words through the loud speaker, he said, “We're
all going to meet again in another place.” He said this while people
killed over 900 children and then committed suicide. Those who
refused to accept this fate were prodded by heavily armed guards.
Jones did not drink any cyanide; he killed himself with a bullet to the
head. I think we all know they did meet in another place, but that
place was the hells.

May we all go to the Land of Ultimate Bliss when we die. But
while we're still alive, may we find many true good knowing advisors

in this life. &
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