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REFLECCTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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household.

The moment Zeng was born, the mother was reminded of what the

Begin a New Life —

Zeng Gong

Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on July 3, 1987

English Translaion by Tsung-Wu Ho

Essay:

Gong was his given name,
and his subsidiary given name
was Zigu. During the reign of
the Northern Song Dynasty,
Zeng was born in Nanfeng of
Jiangxi Province. His mother,
a Buddhist, once catered to the
Monk of the Green Grass Hall
with the four types of offerings.
The monk was touched and said,
“Let me be your son in return.”
One day, the monk saw that the
woman’s husband, the prime
minister, had returned home
after retirement with great pride.
One thought of admiration arose
in him. The monk died at the age

of 90 and was reborn in the Zeng

monk had said to her. She immediately sent someone to check and

discovered that the monk had died in a sitting posture. Zeng Gong

was gifted with talents and fine and noble features, and he became a

renowned writer by the age of 12. He was recruited at a young age.

Since his arguments were straight and fair, and he was always dignified

in behavior, he was then promoted to the position of Prime Minister.

One day, the Emperor Shen Zong asked him: “What do you think of
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Wang Anshi?” Zeng replied, “He was responsible in what he did, but was
reluctant to correct his mistakes.” His comments on Wang Anshi were fair
and to the point. Out of respect, people remembered him as Honorable Zeng
Lu. Province Jiangxi is renowned for its mountains and rivers and for being

the birthplace of many outstanding figures.

Commentary:
Casting off the imperial robes to don the kashaya sash,
1 regret that single thought in a previous life that led me off the path.
1 was originally a monk who sought rebirth in the West.

How did I wind up born in a royal clan?

This is a poem left by Emperor Shunzhi of the Qing Dynasty before he became
a monk. He rejoiced in being able exchange his imperial robes for a monk’s
kashaya, thus returning to his original identity and fulfilling his profound wish.
He was originally a disciple of the Buddha, but in a past life he lost the Way and
became an emperor as a result of a being led astray by a single thought. We will
discuss Zeng Gong, who had a similar experience to that of Emperor Shunzhi.

Zeng Gong’s given name was Gong, and his subsidiary given name was Zigu.
They have the combined meaning of firmness and stability. He was born in
Nanfeng of Jiangxi Province during the Northern Song Dynasty. His mother
was a Buddhist who and often made offerings to the Triple Jewel. However, she
did not make offerings equally to all the monks. Instead, she preferred to offer to
those who were said to be good cultivators.

She heard that the monk in the Green Grass Hall (also known as Green Grass
Monk or Grass Hall Monk) had spiritual attainment, so she sincerely offered
four things: food, clothing, bedding, and medicines. She demonstrated her
sincerity by giving the goods of the best quality almost daily, including the finest
vegetarian food, clothing made of the finest materials, high-quality bedding, and
even personally prepared medication when the monk was sick.

Such special offering to favor a single monk is tendered with personal emotion.
Thus, the monk was moved, but had no idea how to return her favor. He knew
she was from a wealthy family and that she was so kind to care for him so well.
And being touched and overcome with emotion, he spoke these words in his
confusion: “Let me be your son in return.” He probably did not have his wits
about him, and so, under the influence of affection, he spoke such words, which,
whether true or false, seeded a destiny of one day becoming her son.

One day, the monk saw that the Prime Minister had returned home after
retirement with great pride. A sense of admiration arising from within, he
thought, “Oh, a high-ranking official is so powerful. It would be good if T could
become one, too!” The moment such a fantasy overtook him, he died at the age
of 90 and was reborn into the household of his donor.

When Zeng Gong was born, the mother thought of what the monk had said.

She then sent a person to visit the Green Grass Hall Monk, only to discover that
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he had died. She was not sure whether she had given birth to the monk, but in
any case, it was under unclear circumstances that she had given birth to a son.

In addition to a fine and noble appearance, Zeng Gong was gifted with talents.
He was capable of writing essays at the age of 12 and his speech amazed people.
At the age of 12, he wrote an excellent article titled, “Six Arguments,” that was
excellent in style and powerfully moving in its eloquence. When he was 20,
his erudition and outstanding performance were appreciated by the intellectual
leader Ouyang Xiu, who gave him great credits and accepted him as one of
his disciples. Zeng Gong was deeply influenced by Confucian thought and
emphasized that erudition and capability without morality are empty. While
he was alive, his scholarship and writings were well known, and his name went
down in history. He was one of the eight prose masters of the Tang-Song period.

Zeng was recruited by the government when he was young, and the Emperor
looked highly upon him. His arguments were straightforward and fair. Not only
was he loyal to the country but he was also a good and kind person. Since his
moral conduct was impeccable, he was eventually promoted to the position of
Prime Minister. During his term of service as an official, he attended to problems
of disease and contagion, and empathized with civilian hardships. One day, the
Emperor Shenzong asked him, “What do you think of Wang Anshi?” Zeng
replied, “He was innovative and confident in his actions. However, his policy
implementation usually lacked sufficient planning. He was presumptuous and
negligent, and reluctant to admit the mistakes he made, much less correct them.”
His comments on Wang Anshi were fair and to the point.

To show respect, people called him Honorable Zeng Lu, instead of his given
names. He was a native of Jiangxi, which is known for its mountains and rivers
and for being the birthplace of many intelligent and capable figures throughout

history.
£ To be continued
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