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The Sixth Patriarch,

the Venerable Micchaka (continued)
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Lectured by the Venerable Master Hua on November 13, 1977
English Translation by Guo Ru Jou
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A verse in praise says:
In one awakening to former lives’ causes,
Worldly knowledge and views were completely cast off,
Returning to the proper, leaving the deviant,
he compared the two teachings.
The Lion-Sprint,
What kind of samadhi is this?
Roaming at ease for a thousand generations,

A clear breeze blowing throughout the realm.

Commentary:
In one awakening to former lives’ causes, worldly knowledge and views
were completely cast off. After Venerable Micchaka awakened to the cause and
condition of his past lives, he no longer possessed an ordinary knowledge and
understanding,.

Returning to the right, leaving the deviant, he compared the two teachings.
He took refuge with the orthodox teaching and renounced the deviant teaching.
The phrase ‘compared the two teachings’ refers to comparing Buddhism and
Taoism.

The Lion-Sprint, what kind of samadhi is this? What kind of samadpi is
this Lion-Sprint?

Roaming at ease for a thousand generations, a clear breeze blowing
throughout the realm. For such a long time after a thousand generations past,

the clear breeze of this Patriarch still pervades the Dharma Realm.
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Another verse says:
Immortal studies, Buddhist studies, different roads they be,
It’s only a matter of time before causes reach maturity.
Though they met by accident, the reasons were fixed of old.
Separated through many eons, yet not completely unacquainted.
Once they tallied, the fruits of the Way were perfected.
Constantly penetrating through myriad generations is True Suchness.
Why is it that our generation yields no response?
We can’t leave behind the worldly mind, as we drown in love’s

treacherous lake.

Commentary:

Immortal studies, Buddhist studies, different roads they be. Immortal studies
and the Buddhist studies are two different paths.

It’s only a matter of time before causes reach maturity. When the time comes,
even if he ran far away, he will still return! Hence, if the time, season, and the causes
and conditions mature, he will nevertheless come back all the same.

Though they met by accident, the reasons were fixed of old. The meeting of
the Fifth Patriach and the Sixth Patriarch was certainly due to their causes and
conditions of past lives.

Separated through many eons, yet not completely unacquainted. Although
they were separated for several kalpas, they still recognized each other and
understood themselves.

Once they tallied, the fruits of the Way were perfected. Once the two people
tallied with one another, their fruits of the Way were also cultivated to perfection.

Constantly penetrating through myriad generations is True Suchness.
Constantly penetrating eternally is this self-nature of True Suchness.

Why is it that our generation yields no response? Why can’t we realize the
Way?

We can’t leave behind the worldly mind, as we drown in love’s treacherous
lake. It is because our worldly mind is not easy to cut off, as it always twirls and

swims in the lake of love and emotion. &

Not to see a single dbarma still retains no-seeing,
Greatly resembling floating clouds covering the sun.
Not to know a single dharma holds to empty knowing,
Even as a lightning flash comes out of empty space.
This knowing and seeing arise in an instant.

When seen wrongly, can expedients be understood?

Your own spiritual light will always be manifest.

-Chapter VII. Opportunities and Conditions,
Sixth Patriarchs Dharma Jewel Platform Sutra





