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The Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodhisattva

with Commentary
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CHAPTER 1:
SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF

THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN

Sl LA Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
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How does the Buddha speak to weak and fearful living beings? Such beings
have no will of their own. They are always afraid. They tremble from hearing a
cat’s meow, leave their body from hearing a dog’s bark. They are afraid of any
movement. So the Buddha said, “Do not be afraid. Study the Buddhadharma
and it will help and protect you!” He speaks gently as he would to a child when
comforting people who lack courage. Comforted thus, they feel they can trust
what this person says and so they come to trust the teachings of the Buddha.
Once they trust, they will study the teachings and gradually will become more
courageous.

For example, I had a disciple who took refuge with me in Hong Kong. Before
she took refuge, she was afraid of ghosts and dark nights. She was so frightened
that she did not dare to step out the door when the night fell. Even though
there were other people in the house with her, she was still afraid. She felt as if
she was surrounded by ghosts, even though she did not actually see any. When
she took refuge, I did not give her any mantra or other method of practice. But
after she took refuge, she was not afraid of being alone and ceased being afraid
of ghosts and of the dark. She was not afraid to be home alone at night; she was
not afraid to go outside. This shows that there are ways to help beings who lack
courage to gain courage. The same holds true for beings who like to cry. They
can be encouraged to stop crying and to be joyful instead. In short, we need to

find methods to help beings who get caught up in an extreme to return to the
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Middle Way. This is the principle behind regulating others.

Regulate obstinate beings so that they can learn what causes
suffering and what brings bliss. Although they know what suffering is
and what joy is, obstinate beings do not care whether there is suffering
or joy. What is suffering? What is joy? Obstinate beings do not fear
suffering and are not afraid of joy. In that way, they have no worries—
they just deny the existence of suffering or joy.

Shakyamuni Buddha causes obstinate beings to realize what is true
suffering and what is true happiness. Exactly what is true suffering?
Falling into the lower realms is true suffering. For example, it is true
suffering to fall into the realm of the hells, hungry ghosts, or animals.
What is true happiness? Awakening and certifying to sagehood is true
happiness. Becoming an Arhat and then practicing the Bodhisattva
Path is true happiness. Actually there are so many kinds of suffering
and happiness, but it is fine just for us to have a general idea.

Each one sent his attendants. All the great Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas
throughout the lands of the ten directions did not come alone. Each
Bodhisattva brought many attendants, perhaps one, two, three, or four.
Some preferred as many as several hundred, several thousand or several
hundreds of thousands of attendants. Each person sent the attendants
with him to pay their respects to the World Honored One. They
went up to the Buddha and greeted him. What are their greetings like?
They say, “Is the World Honored One healthy, at ease and happy? Are
living beings easy to save?” World Honored One, are you free of any
sickness? Are you free of any afflictions? Are you very happy? Are living
beings easy to rescue? This is how they greet the World Honored One.
At that time the Thus Come One Shakyamuni smiled a slight smile,
not a boisterous laugh, and emitted billions of varieties of great, the

largest light clouds and colorful clouds.

Sutra:

There was the light cloud of great fulfillment, the light cloud of
great compassion, the light cloud of great wisdom, the light cloud
of great prajna, the light cloud of great samadhi, the light cloud
of great auspiciousness, the light cloud of great blessings, the light
cloud of great merit, the light cloud of great refuge, and the light

cloud of great praise.

Commentary:

There was indicates that the billions and billions of clouds of great
light that Shakyamuni Buddha emitted will now be described. But
since billions upon billions is too many to describe, ten will represent
them all. These ten represent the Contemplation of the Ten Vehicles

and the Ten Dharma Realms.

£ To be continued
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