With Unbounded Gratitude,
NMarching into the Next #alf of the Century

Report on the Highlights of Venerable Naster Hsuan Hua's

50" Anniversary of Planting the Dharma in the West
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The Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA)
celebrated the 50% anniversary of Venerable Master
Hsuan Huas bringing Buddhadharma to the West and
commemorated the 17% anniversary of his entering Nirvana
from the evening of June 22 until June 24, 2012. Over 2700
people attended these events. There were 21 chartered buses
taking people from the San Francisco bay area, Sacramento,
and southern California to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB), and there were also attendees from other
countries. The Precepts for the Deceased ceremony was held
on the evening of June 22. More than 920 plaques were set
up for the deceased to take the precepts. More buses arrived
early next morning for the 50" anniversary of VM Hua’s

bringing Buddhadharma to the west events.
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consisted of novice monks chanting the mantra of Six Syllables and the song
“She Carries Me,” Bihkunis singing the Zhun-Ti Spititual Mantra and the
song “Way Out West,” and performances by students from the Developing
Virtue School, the Gold Wheel Monastery Choir, and the San Jose Firebird
Youth Chinese Orchestra. A delegation from Beijing Longquan Monastery
translation center and more than 10 monks from Abayagiri Monastery in
Redwood Valley, California were also in attendance. An awarding ceremony
of the writing contest of the 50% anniversary of Venerable Master’s coming
to the West was held at 3 p.m. at the Daoyuan Hall.

In the evening, the internationally known pianist Gwhyneth Chen held an
outdoor piano concert. 80 percent of the 700 audience were westerners from
the local community. Dr. Nahid Angha and Dr. Ali Kianfar of International
Sufi Association (Sufi-Muslim), Sally Mahe of United Religions Initiative
(Christian), Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Nakasone of Buddhist Churches of
America, Sr. Elizabeth Padilla of Brahma Kumaris Anubhuti Mediation
Center (Hindu), Sr. Vaishali, Sr. Punam, Br. Mario (Hindu), Sam Chan of
United Religions Initiative (Interfaith), Rabbi Shoshanah Devorah of Kol
Haemek (Jewish) all went on stage to pray for the audience. The interfaith
blessings they brought to the audience were signs showing the sincerity of
interfaith exchanges.

All programs was Real-time webcast broadcasted, and archived webcast

videos are available online at www.drba.org/live. %
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