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Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) had its commencement
on May 16, 2012. This year, we have four graduates. Two Bachelors in
Buddhist Classics: Bhikshuni Heng Nai and Bhikshuni Heng Sheng;
two Masters in Buddhist Classics: Bhikshuni Heng Yi and Bhikshuni
Heng Chan.

DRBU Conference Room was transformed into a nice hall with two
hydrangea plants on both sides of the podium which displayed the
University’s green banner and logo. All the blinds were pulled up so you
can see the trees outside and the sunlight poured through the windows
lighting up the entire room. Under Master Hua’s picture, Dharma
Master Liang had put his graduate hat on the altar so the Venerable
Master could also join us in spirit.

Around 9:30 a.m., the University Building was bustling with activities
as guests were ushered in and our photographers were on hand to take
pictures of our graduates, faculty, and students. Meanwhile, you can
see Dharma Master Liang and Dr. Akpinar rushing about helping the
faculty and students put on their hats and gowns. The air was imbued
with happy chatters and felicitations.

At 10 a.m., the ceremony started. Once our guitarist strummed
his guitar with the melody of the University’s song, “Jin Xu Kong,”
the procession started and the assembly all stood up and joined in
the singing. After everyone was seated, the DRBU’s president, Dr.
Snjezana Akpinar welcomed everyone and congratulated our graduates
and praised them for their perseverance. Afterward, Dharma Master
Liang went up and said how hard the graduates have worked for so
many years to get here because they were protecting the Dharma and

the Way places.
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Two student speakers gave a short speech.
Dharma Master Heng Sheng, our Bachelor
in Buddhist Classics thanked the Venerable
Master. She said that the Venerable’s aim was
to activate everyone’s inherent wisdom. Next,
Dharma Master Heng Yi, Master in Buddhist
Classics said, “I finally graduated!” and the
audience broke into laughter and shared her
joy. Heng Yi Shr said that it was the Venerable
Master who taught her how to recycle.

After our keynote speaker, Dr. Ron Epstein
said a few words to our graduates, Dr. Akpinar,
Dharma Master Hsien and Liang awarded the
degrees to our graduates. The ceremony ended
around 11a.m. with the “Dedication of Merit”
song and everyone went outside to take pictures
with the graduates and congratulations were

offered to all of them.
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