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The Ultimate Gift
Is Making the Resolve

for Awakening:
A Report on the
2012 Leaving Home
Ceremony at CDR
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The ceremony for women to enter the novitiate took place at the
City of the Dharma Realm (CDR) in Sacramento this year. On
Thursday, May 17, pairs of red candles were lit on all the altars in the
Buddha Hall. The grounds were filled with blooming flowers, and the
monastery seemed radiant with joy. After participating in the daily
monastic ceremonies in the afternoon, eight laywomen followed the
Bhikshuni Dharma Masters to the Vinaya classroom to prepare their
Dharma
Master Heng Gwei, the manager of CDR and director of the Vinaya

bodies and minds for the next day’s leaving home ritual.

Institute, urged them: “By leaving the householder’s life, one plants
seeds which are essential for practicing the Way. Bring forth a pure
mind as well as valor and vigor to cultivate the Six Guidelines. If you
are able to do so, the path of your cultivation will become increasingly
stable and bright!” The laypeople who witnessed this and heard the
peaceful mantra recitation felt extraordinary joy.

continued on the page 66
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The Ultimate Gift Is Making the Resolve for Awakening;:
A Report on the 2012 Leaving Home Ceremony at CDR (continued)
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(Continued from the back cover)

During the evening talks, Dharma Master Heng Liang recalled that the
year she joined the Sangha, there were also a total of eight men and women,
and the Venerable Master named them the “Vajra Eight.” At that time,
the Venerable Master’s standards for anyone wishing to join the Sangha
included possessing a Bachelors Degree and being able to recite the
Shurangama Mantra from memory. The Venerable Master expected all of
his Sangha disciples to memorize the Shurangama Sutra, the Brahma Ner
Sutra, and the Four-Division Bhikshu or Bhikshuni Precepts. Moreover, he
instructed us to devote ourselves to studying and translating the Avatamsaka
Sutra and the Lotus Sutra, while strictly adhering to what has become the
City’s tradition of vigorous cultivation. Those who haven’t fulfilled those
requirements should keep applying effort.

DM Liang expressed the hope that all those entering the novitiate
would remember two points: first, to develop both blessings and wisdom
by protecting and supporting the monastery and seriously studying the
Dharma. Second, to appreciate the Venerable Master’s kindness towards the
Bhikshuni Sangha. The Venerable Master, in accord with an individual’s
abilities and conditions, equally provided women and men opportunities to
progress in their Way karma. The best way to repay the Venerable Master’s
immeasurable kindness and universal compassion is by cultivating like a
great hero and striving for awakening!

At 9:00 a.m. on May 18, Rev. Heng Sure and Ven. Ajahn Guna, presided

over the ceremony and transmitted the Noivce Precepts. Bhikshunis
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Heng Liang, Heng Gwei, Heng Shr, and Heng Yin assisted with the head-
shaving ritual. Nearly a hundred people including novices, laypeople, and
relatives attended the ceremony, filling the hall with the energy of their
utmost sincerity.

The eight newly ordained novices are:

* Chin Yong/Jin Quan ¢ Chin Zhen/Jin Cong

¢ Chin Xia/Jin Zhao ¢ Chin Guang/Jin Fang
* Chin Ying/Jin Hua ¢ Chin Sheng/Jin Chang
e Chin Juan/Jin Xiu ¢ Chin Xue/Jin Qin

On this day Rev. Heng Sure gave the new novices this advice: “You all have
just received the Ten Precepts in Sacramento, California. Half a century ago,
if someone wished to become a monastic and take the monastic precepts,
it was impossible. The Venerable Master then brought the proper Dharma
to the West. He always said that the Buddhadharma can save the world and
liberate beings. Eight of you have entered monastic life today. Our precepts
are strict and our standards are high. Work hard and become Bhikshunis
in the future who will be able to shoulder Buddha’s work. From now on,
pay attention to every step towards the other shore. Understand that great
responsibility requires great effort. Don’t let your teachers and the Venerable
Master down. Try your best and be sincere to reach the other shore!”

During lunch, three novices expressed their gratitude for the generous and
detailed preparations by the residents at CDR, the patience and toil of all
their teachers in teaching them, and all kinds of support, encouragement and
help from relatives and fellow cultivators along the way. Their expectations
for themselves are to learn to be patient, to change underlying tendencies,
and to vigorously cultivate to repay the kindness of their parents, teachers,
benefactors, and living beings. Ven. Ajahn Guna emphasized the importance
of Sanghans developing a deep foundation in the precepts and deportment
in order to serve as inspiring models. He praised CDR as being an excellent
training place for nuns, and said that people could learn from the monks
and nuns taught by the Venerable Master.

Rev. Sure also mentioned among the thousand participants in the Third
International Buddhist Forum, the nuns of DRBA in their precept sashes
and robes were the most visible. There are nuns in Asia, but they are mostly
invisible. There is no Bhikshuni Sangha in the Tibetan tradition, and one
is only gradually developing in the Thai tradition. The Venerable Master
wishes women to cultivate and to speak the Dharma. Don’t limit yourself.
The only limitation would be your lack of vows and vigor. The Venerable
Master didn’t give women a glass ceiling in cultivation. Look ahead. Ask
yourself, "Who is making the Bodpi resolve? Where is my future? What am
I capable of?"

We hope that this group of new novices will study the 84,000 Dharma-
doors in order to perpetuate the wisdom of the Buddhas and propagate
the Dharma to benefit beings. With this work, may they adorn themselves,

become great heroes, and realize the true self! &
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