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A Test from Manjushri Bodhisattva

o, e 1

A talk given by Bhikshu Heng Shun
on April 25, 2012 at Buddha Hall, CTTB
Chinese Translation by Yun-Yun Chang

I was just thinking how fortunate we are to have the Venerable Master
as our teacher. In Buddhism we call a good teacher a =415k (shan
zhi shi). Actually the Chinese is a translation of the Sanskrit word,
“Kalyanamitra,” which literally means “good friend.” In the last chapter
of the Avatamsaka Sutra we have the spiritual pilgrimage of the youth
Sudhana (literally “Good Wealth”) who visits 55 Kalyanamitras. Each
teacher represents a successive level of enlightenment on the Bodhisattva
path. The Venerable Ananda once asked the Buddha, “World Honored
One, I think 50 percent of practicing the path to enlightenment is
having good friends.” The Buddha told the Venerable Ananda, “You
are wrong, Ananda. Having good friends is 100 percent of the path to
enlightenment.” So in spiritual cultivation it’s absolutely necessary to
have good friends, i.e. good teachers.

When Sudhana first started his pilgrimage to visit all these teachers
on the Bodhisattva path, Manjushri Bodhisattva said to him, “If you
wish to seek for all-wisdom (to become a Buddha), you absolutely must
seck for a true good teacher, a Kalyanamitra. You must seck for a good
teacher without becoming weary or lax. You must try to find a good
teacher without ever becoming satiated. You must always comply with
the teachings of the good teacher. And you must never find fault with
the skill-in-means of the good teacher.” So the search for Kalyanamitras
was the catalyst for Good Wealth’s quest for Enlightenment.

We are very fortunate that Venerable Master, being the good teacher,
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the Kalyanamitra, had set up these opportunities for us to cultivate,
like the Repentance Before the Ten Thousand Buddhas. Some people
say that maybe some Americans don't really like to practice these types
of Dharmas or perhaps that are not appropriate for people in modern
America. However, the Venerable Master, being the enlightened good
teacher is someone who knows what’s appropriate for a specific place
and time in a particular culture. 'm sure that, as time goes by, these
practices that the Venerable Master has established will become widely
accepted in our American culture. The true Kalyanamitra has a special
kind of wisdom to know what’s appropriate and long lasting in terms
of the Buddhist teachings in America. We are very fortunate to be able
to practice these things at a time when very few people in the world
actually have these opportunities.

Now, I'm going to tell one of my favorite stories. It is a story about
repentance and reform. I've told this story many times to the students
in the Boys School over the years. Just like the Master’s lectures that
we listen to every evening. Although we may have heard them several
times already, we do not grow weary of hearing the Buddhadharma.
That’s the proper attitude. So this story is about the first Three Steps,
One Bow pilgrimage by Heng Ju and Heng Yo. Many people don’t
realize how difficule this bowing pilgrimage from San Francisco to
Seattle was for Heng Ju and Heng Yo. They just had a tent to sleep
in at night. When there was bad weather, it was very hard to get a
good night’s rest. Near the latter part of the bowing pilgrimage, when
the weather was bad, it was so hard to bear that they often ended up
sleeping in people’s houses at night.

During this time, when it was getting unbearably difficult for Heng
Ju, he still stuck with the practice and kept bowing. However, Heng
Ju would often get mad at Heng Yo. It took them about ten to eleven
months to finish the pilgrimage from San Francisco to Seattle. So at
the very end of Heng Ju’s bowing pilgrimage, just a few days before
they actually finished, they reached this place outside of Seattle. Some
people following the pilgrimage in the local newspapers and television
had invited Heng Ju and Heng Yo to their general store, which sold
all kinds of different products in addition to having a gas station. A
footnote to this story is that, because of the experience that Heng Ju
and Heng Yo had with not having a proper shelter to stay in at night
(particularly when there was bad weather), when Dharma Master
Heng Sure and Marty did their bowing pilgrimage they decided to
bring a station wagon that they could stay in at night. That made a
great difference for them.

However, getting back to the story. Heng Ju is bowing and he
goes up to this general store. He sees all these people milling around
wanting to see him. They had heard about his pilgrimage from the
local newspaper and TV. There were probably 50 or more people

waiting to see him. Then Heng Ju noticed a short old man with a
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white beard and glasses. He acted like he knew everybody, and he was
driving a pick-up truck with a makeshift trailer, a home-made trailer, on
the back. He had two dogs, and as far as Heng Ju could tell, it looked
like he was trying to give away these two dogs. So all of a sudden, this
short old man (Heng Ju is pretty tall, about 6-foot-2) comes right up to
Heng Ju.

Remember, this was 1974, and Heng Ju was wearing Buddhist monastic
robes. Heng Yo had bowed a little ahead of him and didn’t stop at the
store. There was not a lot of Buddhist monks in America at that time in
1974. Even though that was the case, this man comes right up to Heng
Ju and says, “Do you call yourself a Buddhist?” Heng Ju noticed that this
man was totally calm and relaxed. He wasn’t trying to challenge him. He
just looks up at Heng Ju and says, “Do you call yourself a Buddhist?”

Heng Ju was surprised at this. He replied, “Why, yes.” And the short
little man then said, “Do you want to know what the Buddha taught in
plain English?” Now Heng Ju was even more taken aback. He thought
to himself, “Wow! Where is this guy coming from? How should I answer
this? If I say no, that would be rude. If I say yes, it’s like I dont know and
that would be embarrassing.” So he was caught in a dilemma. Finally,
Heng Ju said, “What did the Buddha teach?” And the man told him, “The
Buddha taught compassion. The Buddha said we should stop knocking
each other around, but most people don’t buy it.” So then Heng Ju got
defensive, and said, “Buy what?” The old man responded, “What the
Buddha taught,” he kind of laughed,

convert to Buddhism.”

“I don’t think you are a complete
Heng Ju was now getting very nervous and said, “I didn’t say I was
perfect.” The little man paused and moved closer, then looked right into
Heng Ju’s eyes. Heng Ju’s mind started flashing all the memories of how
he would get angry with Heng Yo. These events just started going through
his mind as this man looked at him. The old man then said, “The Buddha
taught compassion. Be more compassionate.” Then he took off his glasses,
and I could just imagine how the little man is probably as short as me and
Heng Ju is almost a foot taller than him. So he takes off his glasses, puts
his face about one foot away from Heng Ju’s, and he says, “I'm not your
enemy. I'm your friend. How many people do you know who would talk
to you like this?”

Now remember that during this entire encounter there are all these
people watching in what must have been sort of stunned silence. Heng
Ju was at the very end of his long, arduous pilgrimage and all of sudden
he meets this rather extraordinary old man. Heng Ju thought, “Wow!
This person can see right through me.” Finally Heng Ju, who was left
speechless, just started to bow again. As all the people watched, he bowed
away from the general store. When he caught up with Heng Yo, he told
him what had just happened. He felt very ashamed that he had gotten
angry with Heng Yo.

This unusual old man who told Heng Ju “I'm your friend” reminds
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us of the good friend, the Kalyanamitra. The attitude of repentance that
Heng Ju had at that time, is the same attitude that we should have as we
do the Repentance Before the Ten Thousand Buddhas. Heng Ju felt very
repentant and ashamed of his behavior towards Heng Yo. He was very
sorry that this had occurred. Although I didn’t hear the Venerable Master
say this, Heng Ju told me much later that the Venerable Master told him
that the old man was actually a manifestation of Manjushri Bodhisattva.
Although he didn’t do as well as he wanted during the bowing pilgrimage,
yet he was still able to stick with it and complete it, despite the many
difficulties and hardships. So in response to his bowing, Manjushri
Bodhisattva appeared to him and taught him an extremely important
lesson about the Buddha’s teachings on compassion. I think Heng Ju told
me that the two dogs were Manjushri’s lions, but 'm not 100 percent sure

about that.

Appendix: Cultivation Requires Genuine Practice

--An Excerpt from Venerable Master Hua’s Commentary of Avatamsaka Sutra,

Chapter Four “7he Coming into Being of Worlds”, 1973

In this country where Buddhism is new, it is very difficult to establish the
teaching. First of all, who wants to suffer? Many, if not most, people prefer
to take things slow and easy. That tendency is akin to laziness. People
who are in the habit of taking it easy and who shy away from work tend
to prefer leisure and be engulfed in inertia. I have been in this country
for some years with all of you. If everyone would bring forth their bodhi
resolve in the same way that Gwo Yu (Heng Ju) and Gwo Dao (Heng Yo)
who have gone on bowing pilgrimages have done, they would soon realize
their work in the Way.

Before they began bowing, they didn’t make much of an impression on
people when they spoke Dharma. Now when they speak, what they say
has a great deal of principle within it. Even when their talks are short,
if you listen carefully, you will find a lot of principle to them. Through
genuine practice, one gives rise to samadhi, and from samadhi one obtains
the power of wisdom. Wisdom comes from personal experience. Although
a point could be expressed by anyone, when it is spoken by someone who
has truly practiced, it carries much more weight and power to move people
than that is spoken by someone who merely just talks about it. If all of
my monastic and lay disciples are sincere and willing to suffer for the sake
of the Buddhadharma like Guo Yu and Guo Dao, then Buddhism will
blossom, quickly bear fruit, and shine in this country.

While cultivation is not a quest for the strange and exotic, we should
not slight spiritual penetrations or the esoteric and wonderful. If you
practice is true and genuine to the utmost degree, then no matter what
dharma door you cultivate, you will naturally receive a response. Mere talk

is useless; you have to actually practice. This is very important. &
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