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The Light Radiated by Dharma Masters
Who Expound the Sutras
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An Excerpt from Ven. Master Hua’s Commentary of the Avatamsaka Sutra
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English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jing
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Some people say, “You cant lecture on sutras. Because if you make a mistake, you
will commit offenses.” There is another saying, “To interpret the sutras incorrectly is
like dismembering your bones.” If you do not lecture the principles correctly, it’s as
dangerous as if your very bones were broken apart! Furthermore, others say, “Merely
explaining the meanings from the sutra text, you wrong all the Buddhas in the three
periods of time.” That is even a more severe statement! It implies that if you explain the
meanings from the sutra text, then you'll become the mortal enemy of the Buddhas of
the three periods of time.

Think about it. You should understand that people who mouth those aphorisms are
usually those who are ignorant and lack wisdom. They do not understand the Buddha’s
intent or the sutras at all. Could it be the case that the Buddha spoke the sutras just so
that people could commit offenses by lecturing them? That is totally irrational! Saying
that you aren’t supposed to lecture sutras for fear that you'll make a mistake is taking
much too harsh a view on things. Why did the Buddhas speak the sutras in the first
place? Is it really the case that the Buddha did this to increase the offenses of living
beings? Of course not!

The Ch’an School does not put much emphasis on speaking or writing. When
someone from that school says “Do not rely on the text to explain the meaning,” he is
speaking in a particular context in order to break people’s attachments. For instance,
there was once an extremely arrogant Dharma Master who came to the Ch’an Hall. He
was putting on airs and felt that investigating Ch’an had no meaning whatsoever. He
said, “All of you sleepy ghosts are just sitting on your Ch’an benches like living dead
people, doing nothing. What benefit is there in this?” When the old Ch’an Master heard
this, he roared, “Merely explaining the meanings from the sutra text, you have wronged
the Buddhas of the three periods of time!” Those words scared the haughty Dharma
Master out of his wits, and he thought, “I cannot lecture on sutras anymore.” You can
see that this aphorism was spoken under special causes and conditions. It shouldnt be
interpreted to mean that whatever the old Dharma Master spoke is the law and fixed.

Now of course, if you can truly understand, then there is nothing, absolutely nothing.
Sweep away all dharmas; separate from all appearances. But before you have reached
that level of understanding, you still have to cultivate and study according to the sutras.

And if you are to cultivate and study according to the sutras, you need to understand
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the meanings of the text. If you are lecturing on the sutras and you don’t explain the
meanings, what are you trying to explain after all? Just now in the sutra text it said,
“Perhaps it is called nothing to be cultivated.” If you insist that this means “don’t
cultivate, dont cultivate!” because the sutra says there is nothing to be cultivated, then
you have made a mistake.

There is another saying that goes, “Deviate from the sutras by just a single character,
and it is the same as the demons talking.” Here it says if you depart from the Sutras by
just a single word, it’s as if the demon king were speaking. How can we reach a state
in which we are not wronging the Buddhas, and yet not speaking for the demon king?
When you have completely cut off your love and desire, regardless of what you say, it
will be correct. Conversely, before you cut off your desires, whatever you say is always
incorrect. To put it in a nutshell, those who have sexual desire are ordinary people;
those who cut off their sexual desire are sages.

‘When I was in Vietnam, I spoke Dharma one night. After finishing lecturing a
section, the audience applauded and I was not sure if they understood what I said or
not. After the translation, they applauded again. I thought the audience understood
Chinese and I asked them about it. They replied that they didnt understand what I
just said but they applauded anyway. Don’t you think that was strange?

Having spoken to this point, I'll tell you about some wonderful and inconceivable
states. For instance, when some Dharma Masters deliver sutra lectures, the Buddhas
come and protect the Dharma as the speakers lecture the sutras. For some Dharma
Masters, it's Bodhisattvas who come to protect their Dharma as they speak Dharma
and lecture on the sutras. In some cases, Arhats—Hearers and Those Enlightened
to Conditions—come to protect, and in other cases, gods arrive to protect and
support. Sometimes it’s asuras who guard and uphold the sutra-lecturing Dharma
Master’s speaking of Dharma. In other instances, there are only people protecting and
supporting the Way-place and the Dharma Master, whereas some Dharma Masters are
with the protection and support of ghosts.

Most Dharma Masters whom I know and have seen are protected by gods when
they lecture on sutras and speak the Dharma. However, in some cases it’s not a god,
but rather a kind of bird from the heavens. When that happens, the Dharma Master
has unimpeded eloquence, and the sound of his voice resembles that of a bird. How
can you tell? When you obtain the spiritual power of the Heavenly Eye, you will know
from which of the ten Dharma Realms the sages and worthies have come to support
the Dharma Master who is lecturing on a sutra.

When some Dharma Masters lecture on sutras, they cause the monasteries to shine
resplendently, illuminating all the sentient beings in that Dharma assembly, as well
as sentient beings that are not present, so all of them receive benefits and have their
karmic obstacles eradicated. When other Dharma Masters lecture on sutras, at that
moment, there is also some light. However, that light is as if obscured by smoke
or fog—there is only a small amount. It may be just a trace of white light, yellow
light, red light, or purple light. Why is that? Its because the Dharma Master’s bodbi
resolve is not great. A Dharma assembly will have light in direct proportion to the
magnitude of the Dharma Master’s mind. If he is small-minded, there will only be a
litele light; but if his mindset is great, the light will also be great. That’s why it’s said

that everything is made from the mind alone. #





