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It is currently not popular to lecture on the sutra. If you lecture on the sutra,
people will say: “Other cultivators do not lecture on the sutras, they cultivate
by sitting in meditation. What is the point of sutra lectures?” Then why did
the Buddha speak the Tripitaka? If sitting in meditation is cultivation, the
Buddha would have just sat in meditation; why did he speak the sutra? What
is the meaning of this sutra? What is its usage? They do not have any clue and
yet they say they are Buddhists. This is truly pitiful! This is comparable to a
child who has yet to understand the principles and wishes to become a father!
How can a three-year-old become a father? A three-year-old cannot become
a mother, either. Is that so? Why? They just do not understand. Since they
basically do not understand, how can you tell them to do it?

In China there was an Emperor Kangde, also known as Emperor Xuantong,
who became an emperor when he was three years old. What a joke that was!
At three years old, what does the child know and how can he be made an
emperor? That is why foolish people do foolish things. From this we can tell
that the officials in the Qing Dynasty were as if made from wood and mud.
Hence, they used a child and made him an emperor. If there was even one
human, they would not have made a three year old child the emperor. They say
it is okay since he is carried by an adult. It is not okay even if there is an adult
to carry him, for he does not know anything!

His uncle carried him to the court, and Xuantong started to cry. His uncle
then said to him, “It will soon be over. It will soon be over.” This was a
premonition. ‘Soon’ means in a minute; ‘over’ means finished. In other words,
wait a while and it will be over. He said wait a while and it will be over, and
indeed it was over soon. The Qing Dynasty soon came to an end. He had a

little bit of cultivation; he had the wisdom to know in advance.



RS T > JEFAEESE T 4R T | MEVAES
1T > #AESRZE -

A DS AR N E#RE - —IEMEREE 6t
HIET o MhAEaR - ALK - g A DIRE
& (LB IREDZ RBIBERERE b 2 FREHRFTEE
o T IREE TS (B —52 0 2RIRHK
e TE&ME PN RERET > —EF
B > —(EFHAREREDN o RN
S AREREE > BEIRERT > B AT
G EATE - BfE - —(EFHARER » —#F
WARRESR > fETE8E T—HI2H
E o MG HEBE - IgE NE  IgER
& WgERE > WA IEE - ALA L

g | fREZEARAK &R« TEMEFe
e ) —3 > MEKE2EME TR
T > FLE/INZTRERE - INETERE T nEnE
WE -~ BERERE | O (TEEE 2 CARE - B2
BT o

P& MAEESERE > FrbliE &M
JERZ BT o R TTEfER N EaE4E - REEER
5 A Rt N g o R EER o FTDABEAR
SN - S EEREEISER (3E 0 K
o TEE] WER) » IRENL
> BB streer (1) K2 > ELABEHare
Krishnas {5 EEE |

BH—EALEE - TEEEEENA
o ZR/NERREEMEE 0 BN AR
s o | BIRNEE T | =R/ NE AT DR
EE » W] DRIV E—— R 2HRAE -
TERF R ATERIIG i - RIS T > HiEREE
W72 IRt — @/ N T o Rt AT
DAGEAS > (R T AMEE T - RIERHE -
NS T 5% BEHE=RORAMES >
PREEEN+ A (T TEE EYE 2 A DUBE B2
SRR R = EEt I AMitE s > T
DIMASES T < (H2EFREPE T > NEEE
+5% » HRRRT > IRESD - FESHER -
FIEET > WBKRHET | RS0 505
RN TR !

When people speak, you can tell the difference between those who understand
the Buddhadharma and those who do not. If someone says he does not want
the sutra, indeed, he can forego the sutra; however, have you reached that stage
yet? I previously told you about this verse: “When deluded, a thousand sutras
are too few. When awakened, one word is too many.” When you are deluded,
you can read one thousand volumes of sutras and it would be too few; when
you are awakened, one word would be too many and one word could not
even be spoken. It is just like the person who said, “I am not talking,” but he
still writes notes. This still does not pass muster; he has yet to awaken. When
awakened, even one word cannot be written or spoken; fundamentally there is
nothing left. There is no Buddhadharma, there is no dharma of the demons,
there is no dharma of the humans, there is no dharma of self, there is no
dharma of right, and there is no dharma of wrong. That is how it should be.

Oh, so you don’t want to recite the sutra because you say, “We are practicing
Chan meditation!” Hearing his words, I know at once that he does not
understand anything. This is childish babble. Children are always going, “da
da da, da da da.” What does it mean? There is no meaning. That’s how it is.

This sutra has so many meanings; therefore, we need to abide by it. Why did
he say he doesn’t want to explain the sutra or expound the Dharma? It is because
he does not know how to expound the Dharma, so he does not want to lecture.
If he knew how to lecture, he would have lectured more enthusiastically than
you. He would go around to all the parks and streets to lecture. He would be
jumping around more than Hare Krishnas.

There is a person who is thinking: This Dharma Master is correct, that a
three-year-old child cannot become a father and a three-year-old child cannot
become a mother, either. You are wrong again! A three-year-old child can be
your father and can be your mother, but not now. It will happen in the future
during the Dharma-ending age. Science is advancing, and by using scientific
methods, one can produce a child very quickly; one can marry very quickly
and become a father very quickly. In the Dharma-ending age, the human life
span will only be ten years. During that time, if you do not became a father
at age three, what is the point of living to the age of ten? Due to the advances
in science, one can become a father at three years old; one can also become a
mother at that age. But one dies at age ten and thus cannot live past ten years
old. Everything will happen too quickly. Because you are born too quickly,
you will die quickly, as well—just like that, because it will have become too

scientific. You all must recognize the “advantages” of science.

$2To be continued
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