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Bathing the Buddha to Cleanse the Mind’s Defilement
It Nourishes All Roots of Goodness
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A Report on the Buddha’s Birthday ceremony and
the visit of ANCCS at CTTB
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Bathing the Buddha to Cleanse the Mind’s Defilement

It Nourishes All Roots of Goodness

(continued)
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A Report on the Buddha’s Birthday ceremony and the visit of ANCCS at CTTB
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[Continued from the inside of front cover]

Since the 10,000 Buddhas Jeweled Repentance was about to start on the
following day, participants from all over the world had arrived before the
ceremony. A big tent was set up in the plaza between the Buddha Hall and
the Dharma Realm Buddhist University building. Big statues of Shakyamuni
Buddha, Samantabhadra Bodhisattva, and Manjusri Bodhisattva were in the
front. Seven small statues of Shakyamuni Buddha, each standing in a gold-
colored pan with one hand pointing towards the sky and the other pointing to
the ground were set up for bathing the Buddha.

Girl students of Developing Virtue Secondary School (DVSS) beautifully
decorated the small statues of the Buddha and gold-colored pans with fresh
flowers. Senior students of DVSS were in charge of drawing routes for
ceremony. They received and guided almost 1,500 guests during the ceremony,
which showed their ability in organizing events.

Dharma Master Jin Yan gave the first speech during lunchtime. He said that
December 25 is considered the birthday of a sage for most people. However,
for Buddhists, the birthday of a sage is Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday. On this
day, Buddhists fulfill filial piety and carry on the principles of the fundamental
teacher, the Buddha. The purpose is to seck common ground while preserving
differences, to promote harmony amongst people and the world peace. The
Buddha’s birthday is already a public holiday in Hong Kong, hopefully it will
also become a public holiday in the western world in the years to come.

Dharma Master Heng Fu said later that bathing the Buddha is to purify our
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mind. There are 15 kinds of merit and virtue from bathing the Buddha.
Since we have sincerely bathed the Buddha today, we can enjoy wealth,
happiness, and longevity without any illnesses; whatever wishes we have
will be fulfilled, all our family and friends will be in peace, we will forever
leave the source of suffering. For women, they don’t need to be reborn as a
woman again, and we will realize proper enlightenment. We have attained
all these merits and virtues without seeking them.

Sean Su, the deputy director of Culture Center of Taipei Economic and

Cultural Office in San Francisco, said that this was his first time visiting

CTTB, it was impressive to him and he respected what people have done
here. Overseas Compatriot Affairs Commission of the Republic of China
in Taiwan greatly supports the overseas Chinese education. Su further said
that the boys and gitls schools at CTTB had excellent Chinese programs,
the Culture Center of Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in San Francisco
would be glad to offer help and support.

Ukiah mayor Mary Ann Landis was also invited to this ceremony. She
once served as a deaf kids teacher and the principal for a charter school.
She pointed out that the purpose of bathing the Buddha is to purify our
hearts from greed, hatred, and ignorance. A family of kindness, respect,
and curiosity is the child’s first school. Schools serve as another primary
inoculation against the toxins of the world.

Mayor Landis considered Instilling Goodness Elementary School
(IGES), Developing Virtue Secondary School (DVSS) and Waldorf
Schools, Responsive Classroom Schools as well as Edutopia Schools all
focus on teaching children about compassion, non-violence and imbue the
educational environment with a love of deep thinking and mindfulness.

The Abbot of CTTB, Dharma Master Heng Lyu, said that we are
different in position, status, gender, race, and skin color. However, we are
all endowed with the Buddha nature and all have the potential to become
a Buddha. “Everyone has a spiritual mountain beacon” and the six guiding
principles of CTTB—no fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness,
no self-benefitting, no lying, are beacons guiding us back to our spiritual
mountain, the peaceful enlightenment. We will also find Shakyamuni
Buddha still hosting the Spiritual Mountain Dharma Assembly and
emitting golden lights and turning the wonderful Dharma wheel so our

mind is filled with peaceful happiness and wisdom.
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People went to No Words Hall after lunch to view the shariras of the
Buddha, Venerable Master Hsu Yun, and Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. The
Liberating-life ceremony was held in the afternoon. Many pheasants and
turtles were luckily set free in the sun.

In the meantime, the Girls School principal Dharma Master Heng Yin
introduced the vision of IGES and DVSS to Chinese teachers of ANCCS,
including an emphasis on students academic performance, and even more so
on students’ virtues. Teachers have to be role models for that matter. School
counselor Priscilla Yeh who had lots of experiences in business management
told stories about engaging students to clean up school building, to inspire
their potential for leadership, and to instill values of trying their best and team
work in them.

Priscilla told another story about NASA’s moon-landing project in which a
female janitor said that her work was for the moon-landing project because she
shared the vision of the moon-landing team. Her words moved a Congressman
who played a pivotal role in approving the moon-landing project. Priscilla
said, “Even a female janitor can be influential when she knows clearly about
the vision.” Quite a few Chinese teachers nodded upon hearing her words.

Dharma Master Jin Fan of Developing Virtue Boys School asked three
students to demonstrate sitting in meditation. All the Chinese teachers
meditated for 15 minutes. Even though some teachers couldn’t cross their legs,
they experienced the effect of quieting down to some extent. Another Boys
School teacher, Wei-Hong Chen, hosted the Q &A session, for those Chinese
teachers had questions for DVSS students. About 20 students were present.

One of the rules is that students are not allowed to use cell phone or get
on-line at their will. Many Chinese teachers from ANNCS were wondering
how come the students could put up with the rule? What did the students feel
that the schools should improve? To their surprise, the answers came like this:

» «

“We can be focused this way.” “We are too busy to use cell phone and to surf
the web.” “Actually the school I went to before this one needs improvement.”

Alumni of DVSS often come back to become volunteer teachers for some
time. Michael Hsieh volunteers this year. He said that because the school is
small, students work together and have a very good relationship with each
other. Michael’s expectation for his students is that not to harm their health
when it comes to studying.

His student Michael Lu quoted a line from the Classic of Filial Piety which
goes—Our body, hair, and skin are from our parents so we don’t dare to get
injured. That’s the beginning of filial piety. Since Michael Lu is American
born Chinese, his Chinese fluency and the exact quote won him a round of
applause from those Chinese teachers.

ANCCS president Thomas Wang said that they were curious about DVSS
because DVSS students had attended many contests held by ANCCS for many
years, and they did very well in the contests. And it was Dharma Master Jin
Fan who invited ANCCS to hold the teachers’ training seminar at CTTB so
they arrange this fruitful trip. Thomas Wang said that many Chinese teachers

wanted to come back next year to see IGES and DVSS again.





