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The Repentance of King Ajatasatru
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A talk given by Bhikshu Jin Fan on April 23, 2012 (the first day of 10,000 Buddhas Jeweled Repentance)

English translation by Michael Lu
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As we currently are participating in the bowing of the Ten Thousand
Buddhas Jeweled Repentance, my discussion topic for tonight is therefore
related to repentance. I would like to share the story of King Ajatasatru with
everyone. The story was recorded in the 19% roll of the Mahaparinirvana
sutra. As all of us know, King Ajataatru had committed the Five Avici
offenses. He harbored a desire to become king, thus he imprisoned his father
and starved him to death. The Five Grave Avici offenses are: Intentionally
killing one’s father, intentionally killing one’s mother, killing an Arhat,
creating a schism within the Sangha , and shedding the blood of a Buddha.
If a person commits one or more of these five Avici offenses, the only place
he or she can go after death is the Avici hells.

As a result of having killed his father, he then felt regretful and suffered
from some ‘burning afflictions.” This experience feels like as if we have done
something wrong, and we find ourselves in an embarrassing situation causing
us to generate heat and anxiety. His body temperature was extremely high
that sores grew uncontrollably all over him. With the bad and strong odor of
the sores, he basically was left isolated for no one could stand to be near him!

King Ajatasatru began to reflect, I am suffering such retribution now, it
will not be long before I fall into the hells. His mother, Lady Vaidehi, who
extremely loved and cared for her son, rubbed him with various medicines.
Unfortunately, that did not fix the sores, the infection got worse instead.
King Ajatasatru then told his mother, “My sores do not arise from my body
made up of the four great elements of earth, water, fire, and wind; they are
the sores in my mind, which cannot be cured by anyone.”

Six senior staff members of King Ajatasatru consoled the king, saying:
“Great king, do not worry! Your illness can be cured by some people.” In
fact, these six people introduced to the king were all empowered externalists
with improper knowledge and views.

Of the same period of time as the Buddha and before the latter entered
Nirvana, a legendary doctor named Jivaka once asked King Ajatasatru,
“Great king, can you sleep well?” King Ajatasatru replied in verses:

The first verse said that if a person is able to eternally sever all his afflictions,
lives unattached and to the Three Realms, then this person can sleep well.

The second verse said that, if a person is able to attain great Nirvana, which
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means to certify to the fruition of Buddhahood, and able to expound on the
deepest doctrines, then this person can sleep comfortably.

The third verse said that, if the three karmas of a person are pure--- that is,
if a person’s body does not commit the evil actions of killing, stealing, and
sexual misconduct, if that person can refrain from the four faults of lying,
inresponsible speech, harsh speech, and double-tongued speech, and if that
person has no errant thoughts in his mind, then this person can sleep well.

The fourth verse said that, if the body and mind of a person does not
have any afflictions, and he or she can dwell in a quiescent place and attain
ultimate bliss, then this person can sleep comfortably.

The fifth verse said that, if a person can have no greed, cravings, or
attachments in his mind, if he can rid of all resentments, lives harmoniously
with others, and not litigate with them, then this person can sleep well.

The sixth verse said that, if a person can refrain from creating various
evil offenses, mindful of remorse and repentance, and observe the law of
retributions, then this person can sleep soundly.

The seventh verse said that, if a person can genuinely care for one’s parents,
hold living beings unharmed, and refrain from stealing others’ belongings,
then this person can sleep comfortably.

The eighth verse said that, if a person can discipline his six senses faculties,
prevent his mind from pursuing external matters, draw near to good knowing
advisors, and eradicate the four demonic obstacles, then this person can sleep
soundly.

There is still more to these verses, but I am only stating eight of them.

King Ajatasatru then told the doctor Jivaka, “I am now severely ill; I have
committed an immoral and unethical sin toward my father. Thus, even with
the best physicians, wonderful medicines, potions, and spells, it still would
not remedy my disease. Why? My father was a competent ruler who did not
commit any offenses, yet died in my hands, so my sin is extremely severe!”

He continued, “I once heard a wise man saying, ‘A person with impure
body, mouth, and mind karma will definitely fall into the hells!” I am one,
who fits this description, so how can I sleep soundly?”

Jivaka replied, “Good indeed! Good indeed! Great king, although you
have committed plenty karmic offenses, you have begun to develop a mind
of sincere shame and remorse, and you are constantly aware of it. Great king,
the Buddha often said, “There are two kinds of pure wholesome Dharmas
which can save living beings: the first one is called shame and the second one
is called remorse.” Reflection is the starting point to cease doing all karmic
offenses; remorse is when you tell others not to do so as well.

“Shame is when you feel humility in your mind and remorse is when you
reveal your faults to others. A person with shame will feel humility when he
sees others, while a person with remorse feels humility even when seeing the
heavens. In fact, when we do something incorrectly and see others or heaven
and earth, we will feel shame and remorse within. He who behaves this way
cannot be called a person but an animal if he doesn’t have the mind of shame
and remorse. You, great king, form the mind of shame and remorse now.

I once heard the Buddha say, “There are two kinds of wise people; the
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“One who exposes his faults after committing karmic offenses,

of shame and remorse, your karmic offenses will be eradicated and your

original purity will be reinstated.”

The doctor Jivaka continued, “The Buddha said, ‘if we cover over or

wholesome minds can eradicate great karmic offenses. If we cover over and

cause and effect or future retribution, refuse to take advice from wise ones,
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