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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE CHINA PERIOD

White Mountains and
Black Waters
Nurture Rare Talent

F kA F GRS B4 520094F
A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

FRERIE F A SRGE
Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others

Story in Venerable Master's Own Words

The Patriarch Bodhidharma’s Dharma transmission verse says, “I come to
this land to transmit the Dharma in order to save confused living beings;
one flower will blossom with five petals and the fruition will ripen naturally."
The fruition refers to the ripening of this class. Bodhidharma has already
given you the prediction. The Sixth Patriarch also said, "The fruition of
Bodhi will ripen in the future.” He knew there would be abundant fruition
and will ripen naturally. The fruition referred to in these two verses is the
“fruition” (pronounced as guo in Chinese) is the Guo in your Dharma name.
It is talking about the fruition of having this particular class.

Speaking about our "fruition," it can be widely spread to the whole
world, which was the above mentioned "the fruition will ripen naturally.”
Spreading to everyplace, then everyplace will harvest the “fruition” like
yours. What kind of fruition? It is the fruition of Bodhi. Not everyone
understands what the Patriarch’s verse means; therefore, I will explain it in
more details. "The fruition of Bodhi will ripen naturally.” Now (referring
to 1969 when Ven. Master was lecturing the Six Patriarchs Platform Sutra),
you should ripen your own “fruition” yourself, I cannot help you do that.
If you do not do it yourselves, you are giving up on yourselves. And now
I can tell you that your “fruition” is about to ripen! It is a coincidence

that you all have a name with the character of "fruition” in it. Our lineage

also mentions the character "fruition,” which is expressed wonderfully in
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this verse: “Contemplate and Cultivate in Constant Peace and Fruition;
Personally Transmit the Unconditioned Teachings.” Only when we First
“Contemplate and Cultivate in Constant Peace and Fruition” will we then
be able to “Personally Transmit the Unconditioned Teachings.” All of you

will personally transmit these unconditioned teachings in future.

33. One Meal a day

During the mourning period, Venerable Master vowed to abide by
the Buddha’s precept of eating only one meal a day. From then on,
cating one meal a day and always wearing the precept sash became
the traditions of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association. Venerable
Master often advised his disciples, "Blessings should not be used up
as the words should not be said to the end. Undergoing suffering
is to end suffering. Enjoying blessings is to use up your blessings.
The vegetables we eat in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas are the
discarded food we collect from the markets for our meals. The monks
in the City eat only one meal a day, in order to save food for the

starving people. This is truly forsake oneself for others.

Story in Venerable Master's Own Words

Since I was young, I was willing to suffer for the sake of all living beings.
I offer my own blessings to others and would stand in for others’ suffering.
When the Japanese invaded northeastern China, I was mourning by
observing my filial piety for my mother. I was told that the Japanese snatched
Chinese and forced them to do labor work without providing sufficient food
and clothing. Many people died from hunger and cold. The Japanese then
commanded the dogs to devour the corpse of these dead people!” I thought
that since so many people had no clothes to wear, no food to eat, and many
of them died of starvation and the cold, so I vowed that I would eat only
one meal a day and save the other two meals for the people without food.

Someone said, "That action is so stupid! The people without food cannot
get the food you save for them." But you should know that the materials
do not disappear themselves; the food I save will still exist in the world and
eventually will be eaten by somebody. 7he Sutra in 42 Sections Spoken by the
Buddpa says, "Monks should eat one meal a day and sleep under a tree at
night." For this reason, I vowed to only eat one meal a day.

It is often -33° C to -34" C during winter in Northeastern China. When
it drops to -38° C, people will freeze to death. In such cold weather, I also
vowed to wear no cotton-padded clothes but single-layer clothes. Regardless
of winter or summer, I only wore three layers of non-padded clothes. I used
no wool clothing, either. Later on, I did not even wear socks and shoes but
walked on the snow with bare feet, which were not frostbitten. I saved these
clothes for the people with no clothes--same as the food, eventually someone

will get it someday.

£3To be continued

%%

May 2012 VAJRA BopHi Sea

19





