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Manifesting Prajna within the Inexhaustible Treasuries

—A Report on “Developing Inherent Wisdom” Class Taught by Dharma Master Chih
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Provided by Dharma Realm Buddhist University

Chinese translation by Editorial Staff

For three weeks during February and March, Dharma Master Heng
Chih returned to California Bay Area from the Gold Coast Dharma
Realm in Australia. The community of practitioners and students
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and the Berkeley Buddhist
Monastery had the fortunate opportunity to practice and learn from
Dharma Master Chih.

Dharma Master Chih’s first public class was a one-day silent Chan
meditation retreat at the Berkeley Buddhist Monastery, on Sunday,
February 26, 2012. On the beautiful Sunday morning, at the heart
of the city Berkeley, around 80 practitioners gathered for a day of
silent meditation. The retreat began at 6:15 a.m. and concluded at
6:15 p.m.. The schedule included seven 45-min silent meditation
sits, interspersed with 15-min walking meditation periods. Dharma
Master Chih gave two instructional talks and one question and
answer session. During the lectures, she shared with audience the
sutra passage in the Shurangama Sutra where Guan Yin Bodhisattva
described the method of returning the hearing to hear within. For
many participants, this was the first day-long meditation retreat they
have ever experienced; and for those who have had some experience
with meditation, the retreat was a rare opportunity to meditate with
and learn from Dharma Master Chih.

Dharma Master Chih taught an exciting course called “Developing
Inherent Wisdom” at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, from
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February 28 to March 8. Designed and modeled after Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua’s classroom teaching methodology, the
Developing Inherent Wisdom course engaged students to
develop their innate wisdom through studying and presenting
Buddhist texts. In this class, Dharma Master Chih shared
anecdotes of studying under Venerable Master Hua, specifically
on his unique teaching style. As part of the course, each student
presented a passage from Chapter 22, The Ten Inexhaustible
Treasuries, of the Avatamsaka Sutra for 15 minutes, following
which, a lot was drawn where another student from the class
critiqued and commented on the presentation. Dharma Master
Chih then concluded with her comments for the student who
just presented. Students were encouraged to present in both
languages, English and Chinese. Due to limited classroom
hours, the course was only able to accommodate less than

25 students.

Below are the reflections that two students wrote about

the course:

Tomas Fletcher:

“I haven’t had many opportunities to learn from Dharma
Master Chih. I hope that I have many more in the future
because I feel that she is someone very special. She gives a lot
of support and encouragement that makes you want to do
something that previously would have made you feel nervous
and uncomfortable--in this case, speaking Dharma in front of
a group of people. The class gave everyone a chance to share
their explanations of various sutra passages. We had learned
three main aspects from the presentations--that is, presenting,
listening, and evaluating. The class made us reflect on how we
could present better in the future so that eventually we can be
able to give dynamic and meaningful explanations and help
spread the Buddha’s teachings. I hope that when she comes

back from Australia that she will hold another class like this.”

Heather Shatdal:

“Ch’ih Fa Shr’s “Developing Inherent Wisdom” mini-class
was wonderful and deeply engaging. The format was the way
the Venerable Master used to teach them back in the early
days. Some lessons went in deep, making everything shift a
little inside. I found Ck’ih Fa Shr’s way of teaching penetrating,
strong, right on the mark—a rare and precious find. Everyone
had to give a 15 minute sutra presentation. I was so nervous,
trying to give a dharma talk in front of a room of venerable

people, but it ended up feeling holy and being a real learning
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One-day meditation retreat led by Dharma Master Heng Chih

Tomas Fletcher:
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experience. In this class it was really the
process and the presence of the students and
teacher that made the learning and helped
drive the sutra passages home.”

On March 13, during the Guan Yin session
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
Dharma Master Chih gave a one-hour
Dharma talk on the “Ten Esoteric Doors” of
the Avatamsaka Sutra by the National Master
Qing Liang. The lecture was overwhelmingly
well-attended by the residents of the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas, as well as the
participants at the Guan Yin session.

Dharma Master Chih was an inspiration
for many who have had the chance to listen
to and practice with her. Her presence makes
the Dharma come alive and relevant to our
lives. It was everyone’s sincere wish that
Dharma Master Chih would visit often and

share her wisdom and teachings with all of us.

tEFHERE S 1UH + o HIGE

LG - Wi

(7

Bl Fs H CHY—8R57 © EFIRFFARThRE
FEH EMET H R A E R R E EaYsT
s > AE B EE AL HYE B 2 R A HE S
HY o FRTERE AR 21 & RAYEE S
THRENERE - REEEIEE TR
THEEEEEZ LA H AT
1T NEATEEE o B ER&BIE T ME
= MEEEREIZH - EER&EAH
B BB A T m o g > &
tEHEMBEMBALREN MR EEN
JRIA -

FRARIA = H -+ =Hi EEERERE
FE BRI (B TR U R Y (FERREE)
+TZFAE - BEEMRENE ST
A ﬁﬂﬂﬂtﬂ’ﬂ“&iﬁﬁ%‘ﬁ%ﬁﬂ%ﬁ%&
SIESELERS -

ARG IS BE R AR S FE b
BEHINAGESR - R AR B 155 2T 2 B
NG EE o MR B SRR AP A
HUSREVIHIERE - B —(E NEHERIA
EAES & & [E12K - BRRR 7y S ah iy
B -

abt PR o FRANIRE RRIRRTA R S BB EIRE & -
Dharma Master Chih will arrive Taipei on May 19 and give couple lectures during the stay. Please contact Dharma Realm
Buddhist Books Distribution Society for more details. ~






