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Revelation of Elephant Training

TwE X - iy #F
Writen by Crytstal Ding
English Translated by Pink Sprout

The first time my son, Ethan, attended Sunday School at
Avatamsaka Monastery, Ms. Eva told a story about elephant
training. The story began with a monk that visited his brother who
was a famous mahout. When the monk stepped into his brother’s
ranch, he saw an adult elephant tied to a very thin chain, but the
elephant didn’t struggle. The elephant just circled quietly in the
ranch with its chain on.

The monk was puzzled by what he had just witnessed. The
mahout explained that the elephant was chained not too long after
its birth. At first, the elephant would try to escape the chain, but
eventually realized that escape was impossible; it had ceased to
struggle. Although the adult elephant could have easily escaped the
chain, the idea of being unable to escape had long been imprinted
in the elephant’s memory, and so it remained chained.

Then, Ms. Eva’s next sentence made a long-lasting impression on
me. She said if a tree’s roots were crooked, even if it grew to be tall
and lush, its roots were still crooked despite the best effort from
its gardener. This analogy illustrated the importance of instilling
ethical principles in young children. Instilling moral principles in
kids at an early stage is essential for their future personal growth.
So the question became, how can we offer a positive and cultural
environment for our children?

We came from China, so my husband prefers traditional
Chinese values. It always makes me smile when it comes to Ethan’s
upbringing. In addition to listening to Mozart when Ethan was
still in my womb, he listened to the Great Compassion Mantra
and Trimetric classic as well. While other children listened to
Disney stories as bedtime stories, ours listened to The Standards

for Students. Contrary to my husband’s belief, I actually preferred
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the Western style of a more relaxed and liberal upbringing for my
child. I didn’t want to cram my child with quizzes or tests. I even
vowed not to send my child to cram schools before I was a mother.
I envisioned that I would be a playful mom and we would go crazy
together. However, after giving birth, I suddenly felt all the weight
on my shoulders. There is an old Chinese saying, “It’s the father’s
fault for not teaching his son the proper ways.” To me, if I were just
giving birth and not disciplining my child, I should be equally at
fault. What is the best education for him? How do I find the balance
between Eastern and Western cultures?

At the beginning, I had my doubts. After hearing the story of
elephant training, I started to support my husband’s stance. We
applied Ethan to Avatamsaka Sunday School. Ethan was only three at
the time and did not meet the age requirements. The Dharma Master
still agreed to let Ethan attend. Much to my surprise, he actually
enjoys going to Sunday School. As long as we remind Ethan that the
next day is a Sunday, he would always put his uniform right next to
his bed and go to bed early.

Ethan has been attending Sunday school for more than a year now
with minimal absence. We can see how the environment is slowly
influencing him. In the eyes of his preschool and daycare teachers,
Ethan is a righteous child. Not only is he willing to help out other
children, he is also a great little helper for his teachers. We are very
happy to see the positive effects of Sunday school on Ethan. The
teaching at Avatamsaka Monastery Sunday School manifests the core
virtues of filial piety, kindness, righteousness, propriety, wisdom,
and trustworthiness.

Do not refrain from giving a small amount of goodness because it
is small; do not participate in an ounce of evil because it is small. We
hope that under the influence of the Dharma Masters and teachers,
Ethan can grow up in a virtuous environment and develop proper
understanding between good and bad. Even if he might be receiving
a more liberal style of education, basic moral principles will have
been instilled already. It is similar to the tree analogy. If a tree’s roots

are straight, with enough care, the tree will not grow crooked.





