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In 1999, Rong-Chyn Dai, a Taiwanese native living in Virginia, discovered
that her husband had developed hepatitis. Looking to Buddhist books to
find answers, she was recommended through friends to visit Avatamsaka
Vihara. After speaking with a Dharma Master, she found a new perspective
on Buddhism. Like finding a precious treasure, she bought almost every
book with the Venerable Master Hua’s lectures, including images of the
Three Western Sages.

Dai diligently visited Avatamsaka Vihara every Sunday. She and her
husband both eagerly memorized the Great Compassion Mantra and
Shurangama Mantra, read the Venerable Master’s lectures, and converted to
being vegetarians with no difficulty in cutting out meat and fish from their
diet. They also attended the Guan Yin recitation session in July and took
refuge along with the five precepts.

Dai later served as Avatamsaka Viharas Sunday School principal and
teacher for many years, sparing no effort in planting the roots of the
Buddhadharma among youths. Though currently retired from her position,
she wholeheartedly offers any assistance to fellow teachers.

Dai’s initial Buddhist practice primarily consisted of Buddha name
recitations, finding sutra studies to be of secondary importance. She
eventually began investigating sutras and meditation, but maintains her
primary goal of being reborn into the Western Pure Land. Having battled
with emotions from the loss of loved ones, Dai experienced the condition of
entering and ceasing existence to be out of her control. Without becoming
enlightened, she cannot leave the cycle of birth and death.

Buddhism involves studying in the threefold training--precepts,
concentration, and wisdom. It is a long journey. And it is important to
possess proper knowledge and views to avoid entering a wrong and pointless
path. Precepts serve as the foundation. If the foundation is not solid, neither
are the other principles. Dai firmly believes in the Venerable Master’s vision
for strict precepts in Way places to help build strong foundations, and that
if we resolve to attain enlightenment and practice diligently and vigorously,
the Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and the Venerable Master will surely guide and
support us.
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