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Visiting

Good Wise Advisers
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An Excerpt from Ven. Master Hua’s Commentary of Chapter 39: Entering the Dharma Realm in the Avatamsaka Sutra
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English translation by International Translation Institute
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Question: The Youth Good Wealth visited Guan Yin Bodhisattva, yet he still
moved on to other teachers. At the end of his visit, Guan Yin Bodhisattva
said, “This is the only liberation door that I know,” and so forth. Is it the case
that Guan Yin Bodhisattva isn’t lofty enough to teach him more, and so he

has to send him on to his next teacher?

Venerable Master: It’s not a matter of whether any teacher’s state is lofty
or low. Rather, it’s because the Youth Good Wealth has particular affinities
with all of these good and wise advisors. Therefore, from his first teacher,
he goes on to draw near to the second teacher, and from the second one
he proceeds to the third, and so on. It’s not because any of his teachers
are of higher or lower status, but rather because the Youth is supposed to
experience all these various stages and follow a natural progression in his
study of the Bodhisattva Way.

All of his teachers have special causal connections with him, and so each
teacher introduces him to the next one. It’s not that he himself goes stealthily
from one teacher to another, turning his back on the old one and secking out
a new one. But nowadays, people have the mistaken notion that you should
take refuge with many teachers—the more the better. Why? Their reasoning
is that even the Youth Good Wealth had 53 teachers, so why not them?

But you should know that the Youth went to all 53 teachers because he
was specifically instructed to go to each one of them. He didn’t seck them
out on his own initiative. It wasn’t because he felt that his current teacher
wasn't lofty enough, and so he had to go and seck out a loftier teacher. It is
only because that those teachers had special affinities with him.

However, people nowadays believe that the more teachers you go to the

better, and in the process they create schisms among Dharma Masters. Vying
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and competing for disciples, Dharma Masters pit themselves against one
another like fire and water, to the point that they cant see eye to eye. In this
case, not only have those refuge disciples not created merit and virtue, but
they have even fostered contention within Buddhism. This is a great mistake!

Now, why is it that Dharma Masters still accept people as refuge disciples
when they know that those people have already taken refuge with other
Dharma Masters? Because if they don’t take new disciples, they will have less
income from Dharma protectors, and they will have less power and status.
So, although they clearly know that this is wrong, they still go ahead and do
it anyway.

On the other hand, there are true good and wise advisors around whose
hearts are so large that they don’t discriminate between self and others. But
that’s another story. So, there’s nothing so esoteric about a true Good and
Wise Advisor. Just see if he is greedy or selfish. If he is selfish or greedy, then
you have to be very cautious in your dealings with him.

I've never been supportive of the custom within Buddhism of taking
refuge with one teacher after another. Take a look at other religions, for
example faiths that administer Baptisms. They never say, “Your first Baptism
didn’t succeed in washing you clean of sins, so you should go to another
church and do it again.” If you went and got “washed” over and over again,
then ultimately, which one of the Baptisms would have washed you clean?
But they don't do things like that. They only give you one Baptism, and
afterwards you're considered one of the fold. So why, within Buddhism, have
we propagated such a custom of taking refuge over and over again? This is
truly “a change in form but not in substance.” It’s always the same group
of people milling around, particularly senseless, confused men and women
believers who don’t understand true principles. They have only managed to
cheapen Buddhism to the point that it has become virtually worthless.

Since you asked this question, I have spoken briefly on this subject. But I
don’t know whether I've spoken correctly or not. You still have to investigate
and see for yourself. You shouldn’t simply believe everything I say. You still
have to look into the issue yourself.

I always say to you: “Don’t believe in what I say, and don’t believe in the
Buddha either.” I am me and I say my own thing, and the Buddha has
already become a Buddha, so whether you believe him or not, he’s still a
Buddha. So whom should you believe? You should believe in your inherent
wisdom. Don’t be so extremely muddled and stupid from morning till night,
unable to distinguish between right and wrong. You should believe in your
fundamental wisdom.

Tomorrow we will still meet at eight o’clock. We've had meeting after
meeting without accomplishing anything. Although nothing has been
accomplished, we still have to meet. If we do not meet, nothing will ever be
accomplished. So even though we have not accomplished anything, we still

have to carry on with our investigations and work.
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