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Questions and Answers During the Venerable
Master’s Visit to Pennsylvania (continued)
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During the March 1989 Visit to the Quaker Center of Study and
Contemplation at Pendle Hill

English translation by Bhikshu Jin Yan, Fulin Chang, and Roger Kellerman
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Question: Which part of China do you come from? How did you start to
learn the Buddhadharma?

Venerable Master: [As to where I came from,] If I told him, I could
speak for several years and still not finish. Simply put it, I like studying
Buddhadharma, therefore, I studies Buddhadharma. I am not from
Heaven, I am from the Earth. As for which country I come from?
Originally I am from China. But I think I am not Chinese, nor American,
nor Japanese. I am not from Heaven, so I am not Jesus. I am not from the
Land of Ultimate Bliss, so I am not Amitabha Buddha. I am also not from
the Lapis Lazuli World, so I am not Medicine Master Buddha. I am the

stupidest person in the world. No country wants me.

Question: [ like your recitation beads very much. Where did your
recitation beads come from? What is the origin of recitation beads in the

history of Buddhism? What is the use of the beads?

Venerable Master: They are from the earth. What is the use of recitation
beads? They can be an adornment if you put them around your neck. If you
hold them in your hands, you can use them to recite the Buddha’s name.
When you see recitation beads, then your mind has no wild thinking. This

the mindfulness stays.”!

is also a use of the beads. “The mindfulness stays. ..
So, the mind does not run, as the mind has no false thinking. What do you
think of this use? You don’t believe what I say? I cannot stop saying it just
because you disagree with me. What I intend to say, regardless whether

you believe or not, I still have to say it. I have to fulfill my duty.

22

TMERE “O0—_FIIH



BN BREERT > R AR -

Bk - WHEZVEET AT ?

EN HEFRAER B EARE 7 B A
AHEAE - ERFH AT ATE > FIREHY
HRIZ—& - HFIZHYAIE > #AZA T = BTRA
AR ? HER " —R'%, -

HasR - AR =R ?

BN OIBEBARAIEAGR o EAUNET
a0 IR BRG] - 1258
—E% - ARFIBEERERIZZ /D ? WK TE
—RIZ—2 > WEMEMAEICH - AT
—Riz—& - SRR > BERENERE
%o WERBR ~ =Rz —B WA —ER -

BER ISR BREETE  sE TR -
BAEEBALSEEA > AT A 2 IR
BUA (TEEA[E ? FES= UL 3 BEART 2

ENSEEARSE - AEERAE -

Venerable Master: Hurry up and ask your questions, we are running out

of time.
Question: How many American left-home disciples do you have?

Venerable Master: I don’t know how many left-home disciples I have, but I
do know about 40 to 50 left-home disciples have returned to lay life. Those
who joined in the monastic life with me have suffered a lot—all eat one
meal a day. Those who like good food cannot take it. Someone asked which
School I belong to. I belong to the “One Meal A Day School.”

Question: Is your bowl very big?

Venerable Master: It depends to whom I am talking. In the eyes of children,
I eat a lot. In the eyes of adults, it might not be a lot. Take a look at how
much I eat everyday. My disciples eat one meal a day. I, as their teacher, feel
ashamed that if T eat the same as them—one meal a day—then I have let
them down, so I go on eating probably one meal every two or three days—it

is not fixed.

Question: I have heard you taught a lot about “virtuous conduct” in
China—for many years. Now you teach the same to Americans—so, what
is the method of cultivation? What differences are there between these two?

Here, in America, what Dharma methods should be taught?

Venerable Master: Americans are honest and straightforward. They don't

beat about the bush.

"The Venerable Master is punning on the phrase &k nian zhu (1* tone), and nian zhu (4™ tone) 7%{%. The sound is the similar, however the meanings is

switching between “recitation beads” and “mindfulness stays.” As mindfulness does not run away, it remains forever.
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

[ —FESIU+FHIT US$45.00 /1 year
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ERefe

EXZEHNE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery
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