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The Fifth Patriarch:

English translation by Gwo Ru Jou
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The Venerable Dhirtaka
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Lecture given by the Venerable Master Hua on November 12, 1983
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The Venerable One was from Magadha. When he was born, his father dreamed
of a golden sun dazzling heaven and earth. When he grew up, he met the
fourth patriarch and sought to leave the home-life. The Patriarch said, “Is it
your body that leaves home or is it your mind that leaves home?” He answered
saying, “My seeking to leave home is not for the sake of my body or mind.”
The Patriarch said, “If not for the body or mind, then who leaves home?” He
answered saying, “What leaves home is not the self or the things belonging
to the self. It’s just that the mind originally is not produced or extinguished.
The lack of production or extinction of the mind is the constant Way. That’s
the way all Buddhas are. The mind is without form or appearance. That’s
the way its substance is.” The Patriarch said, “In the future you will have a
great awakening. Your mind itself will magically penetrate.” Then he shaved
the Venerable One’s head, bestowed him with the complete precepts, and
transmitted the Great Dharma to him. After the Venerable One obtained
the Dharma, he traveled and taught in Central India and transmitted the
Dharma to Micchaka. Then he ascended into space and performed the 18

transformations. He entered the Fire-Light Samadhi and cremated himself.

Commentary:
The Venerable One was from Magadha. When he was born, his father dreamed
of a golden sun dazzling heaven and earth. The Fifth Patriarch was Venerable
Master Dhirtaka. He was a native of Magadha. When he was born, his father
dreamed of a golden sun illuminating heaven and earth.

‘When he grew up, he met the fourth patriarch and sought to leave the
home-life. When he grew up, he met the Fourth Patriarch, Venerable Upagupta,

and beseeched him to allow him to leave the home-life.
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leaves home?” The Fourth Patriarch asked him: “Is it your body that wants to leave
the home-life, or is it your mind that wants to leave the home-life?

He answered, “My seeking to leave home is not for the sake of my body or
mind.” He answered, “I am here seeking to leave home. It is not my body that
leaves home, nor is it my mind that leaves home. I am not leaving home for the
sake of my body and mind.”

The Patriarch said, “If not for the body or mind, then who leaves home?” The
Fourth Patriarch then asked him, “If it is not for the sake of your body and mind;
if it is not your body or mind that leaves home, then ultimately who leaves home?”

He answered saying, “What leaves home: What is leaving home? Some people
leave the home of afflictions, some leave the home of mundane defilements, some
leave the home of birth and death, and some leave a home that is like a prison.
The one who leaves home is not the self or the things belonging to the self. One
does not have a self or the things belonging to the self. If there is no self, how can
there be a body and mind? It’s just that the mind originally is not produced
or extinguished. Even the mind is not produced and not extinguished. The
lack of production or extinction of the mind is the constant Way. This is the
true constant Way. The Way that is constant and unchanged. That’s the way all
Buddhas are. Their minds are also not produced and not extinguished. The mind
is without form or appearance. The mind does not have a shape or form, it is
also neither green, yellow, red, white, or black; it is also not long, short, square, or
round. That’s the way its substance is. The nature of the mind substance is also
like that, without a form or appearance.”

The Patriarch said, “In the future you will have a great awakening. Your mind
itself will magically penetrate.” The Fourth Patriarch said: “In the future you will
have a great enlightenment. When it happens, your heart clearly comprehends, and
it will naturally and efficaciously connect!”

Then he shaved the Venerable One’s head, bestowed him with the complete
precepts, and transmitted the Great Dharma to him. Immediately he shaved the
Venerable One’s head and transmitted the complete precepts to him. Afterwards,
he transmitted the Great Dharma of the Proper Dharma Eye Treasury and the
Wondrous Mind of Nirvana to him .

After the Venerable One obtained the Dharma, he traveled and taught in
Central India and transmitted the Dharma to Micchaka. After the Venerable
One obtained the Dharma, he traveled to Central India and transmitted the
Dharma to the Sixth Patriarch Venerable Micchaka.

Then he ascended into space and performed the 18 transformations. He
entered the Fire-Light Samadhi and cremated himself. Then he soared into space
and performed the 18 transformations: he emitted fire from his upper body and
water from the lower body; he emitted fire from the lower body and water from
his upper body. In addition, he also stood, sat, and reclined in space and displayed
various inconceivable states. Then he entered the Fire-Light Samadhi, and using the
Fire-Light Samadhi, he cremated his body.

£ To be continued
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