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The Buddha enlightens himself, enlightens others, and he has
perfected practices based in enlightenment. Asitissaid, one becomes
a Buddha when “he has perfected the three types of enlightenments
and is replete with the myriad virtues.” The three types of
enlightenments perfected are: initial enlightenment, fundamental
enlightenment, and ultimate enlightenment. “Buddha” is a Sanskrit
term; in full, it is “Buddhaya.” Who is a Buddha? A Buddha is a
greatly enlightened one. If every one of us cultivates according to
the Buddhas’ teaching, we can all reach this kind of enlightenment.
We can become sages. Shakyamuni Buddha long ago said, “All
beings can become Buddhas.” Why is that? It is because beings
have the Buddha nature. Thus, anyone who is willing to work hard
at cultivation can become a Buddha.

The Bodhisattvas praised how Shakyamuni Buddha in the evil
world of the Five Turbidities. . . The Five Turbidities are:

1. The turbidity of time. This is an impure time and age.

2. The turbidity of perceptions. These are views that are impure.

3. The turbidity of afllictions. People are impure because of

their afflictions.
4. The turbidity of individual beings. Living beings are impure.
5. The turbidity of life spans. Our lives are turbid and impure.
The Shurangama Sutra says that dirt placed in a bowl of clear

water loses its original function. What was the function of the

dire? It acts as a blockade. Dirt holds up people as they walk on it.

APRIL 2012 VAJRA BoDHI SEA

9



o1
G-

1=
PRrOPER DHARMA SEAL

(BBEak) 5« " HCBEmE > KUTER - Kk
LEBT o FRLAERIUE - BRI E FOB R A5
KAIADR T » EEHFREREN - REEIEEE 7 A
RIFUE ? SLEENEE(EE—HE > oy RERK

T (B TR o DARTA —E AR FE > (R 2
RHEIRHE T NERE > SIS -

PO ——IRER AT S (8 RUETERE S BEAE 2 oy

AARERE - F—E AR > IREEST B FLIRIE ? 5772
{.ﬂzﬁﬂfﬂ% » IMEEAREV A, o IRCAHBE(E Ry /R HAY

BIE - PR AAVERE R —(E 7 08F - RHE
Z o DHIARE  REE—E T 0 EERE -

HIE B —ESHEEE » RREEE - IRt A E
1 WA EE - EERDEE EAEE A E L >
T AIARELRE - A A - IAEIRAVEE S IRAHE
T REVEIES ZREVER - 8 R (IR BEAEHEFRAY
JEISEEE AR 2 AR ETRAY - RFERZ FHIRE 2K
RAVEIS SR 2 REY > A TEZ RS IRAIETE -
BB - EISH G EE - RN -

BB —— RESEMA » REMBITHA—E >
BEARAEMSRE A —E » BREEMEELA—E >
EEERERE —-ET 0 SERTA—E » B
EJERET RITFELRE ? AN AETHEENE - BEK
INH] JEEEE*E%/DJ'JK/E** fEERAEHEHE » K&
(G INE LR AZRZHARE T 0 AAEAE AR
BE{% o ET\%‘%H% ? B AR o

A —— PP e R R EHY o

)E'HU\LE/%”\%_%  BREFER - T ERANARE
ERETEE LA L LI fp=d 5~ O < O | W28
St e rfﬁK‘JFE:%j(’*”JEE M2 77, EEEEELH
AT EER S E—— R REE - YA
BT EE & - LIT:LM:% SRR TR
HOLE TGS  J2HEAT SR - BEMY

ENEIPESE- I {‘[‘F?E%Bfmﬂ(’/"xjuuﬁﬂ’]”}ﬁ FE AR
- KiEEEIE -
sOF4E

TMERE “0—_FIH

Without dirt, we would fall into the sea. Since there is water under
dirt, water holds the dirt. Below water is fire. Sometimes volcanoes
erupt, a transformative function. Would the fire not be squelched
by water? No, there is so much fire that water cannot put it out. If
you want to understand this kind of principle, you must study the
Buddhadharma more.

The Shurangama Sutra says, “Earth loses its ability to block and
water stops being clean.” That is turbidity. So this evil world of
five turbidities is like water and earth mixed together, it is unclean.
How? The turbidity of time, for example, has no time or is not clear
as to what time it is.

The turbidity of perceptions. How can our perceptions be
differentiated clearly? They cannot. Can you divide up everyone’s
views, categorizing some as my views and some as your views?
Where do you draw the boundary between your views and my
views? There are no boundaries or they are unclear, so things seem
to blur together. This is the turbidity of perceptions.

The turbidity of afflictions means everyone is afflicted. Your
afflictions and my afflictions mix together and become unclear.
Some say, I know these afflictions are mine and those afflictions
are yours. If so, how come you can bring out my afflictions? If
those were mine, you should not be able to bring them out; if
your afflictions were yours, I should not be able to bring out your
afflictions. Thus, we can tell that afflictions have no boundary and
are turbid.

The turbidity of individual beings. Some beings are human in this
lifetime but may become dogs in the next life and cats in the life
after that. Maybe even rats in the life after that, then as insects that
crawl all over the place. So how can we draw concrete distinctions
of what they are? Living beings get together and form companies;
it is difficult to make clear distinctions about them. You are either
selling others or being sold by others in this large firm. We are all
related. Is this not turbid? This is the turbidity of individual beings.

The turbidity of life spans. Our life spans are also turbid.

The Five Turbidities are extremely complicated. But Shakyamuni
Buddha is able to manifest powerfully great wisdom and
spiritual penetrations in this evil world that is one of the worst
worlds. He can manifest a subtle, wonderful and inconceivable
strength of wondrous great wisdom and wonderful spiritual powers.
Inconceivable means that it is unimaginable and unthinkable,
subtly and wonderfully incredible. This is the great power of great

wisdom, great spiritual powers.
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