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It is shaped like a fragrant eddy; that world resembles a swirling eddy in
the fragrant sea. And it exists upon a precious, brilliant sea of infinite
hues. It relies on a sea of light from jewels of incalculable, boundless hues.
Exquisitely scented, luminous clouds cover it completely. There are
clouds of all kinds of sublime scents and bright lights that cover over that
world from above. Located on the seventeenth tier, it is surrounded by
a retinue of worlds in number like dust motes in seventeen Buddha
kshetras which protect and encircle it completely. The Buddha, the
teaching host who teaches living beings there, is named Brilliant Sound

Shining Throughout Space Buddha.

Sutra:

Above this and passing through worlds in number like dust motes
in Buddha kshetras, there is a world called Adorned by Wondrous
Flowers. It is spiral in shape and exists upon a sea of myriad flowers.
Mani clouds that make all kinds of music cover it completely. Located
on the eighteenth tier, it is surrounded by worlds in number like
dust motes in eighteen Buddha kshetras. The Buddha there is named

Everywhere Displaying Supreme Brilliance.

Commentary:

Above this and passing through worlds in number like dust motes
in Buddha kshetras, there is yet another world which acts as a host of
other worlds. It is called Adorned by Wondrous Flowers. It is spiral
in shape, resembling a whorl that revolves to the right, and exists upon

a sea of myriad flowers. Precious mani clouds that make all kinds
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of music cover it completely from above. Located on the eighteenth
tier, it is surrounded by worlds in number like dust motes in eighteen
Buddha kshetras. There are also worlds as many as dust motes in eighteen
Buddha kshetras encircling that world, forming its retinue and encircling it
completely. The Buddha there is named Everywhere Displaying Supreme

Brilliance Buddha; he manifests his victorious brilliance everywhere.

Sutra:

Above this and passing through worlds in number like dust motes in
Buddha kshetras, there is a world called Adorned by Supreme Sounds. It
is shaped like a lion throne and exists upon a sea of golden lion thrones.
Clouds of multicolored lotus treasury lion thrones cover it completely.
Located on the nineteenth tier, it is surrounded by worlds in number
like dust motes in nineteen Buddha /Ashetras. The Buddha there is

named Renown of Limitless Merit and Virtue and Universal Brilliance.

Commentary:

At a place above this world and again passing through worlds in number
like dust motes in Buddha Ashetras, there is another world that is a host
to other worlds. What is its name? It is called Adorned by Supreme Sounds.
It emits superb sounds and it is adorned by a variety of gems. It is shaped
like a lion throne and exists upon a sea of golden lion thrones.

Clouds of multicolored lotus treasury lion thrones cover it completely,
right in space. Located on the nineteenth tier, it is surrounded by worlds
in number like dust motes in nineteen Buddha kshetras. These worlds
make up its retinue. They encircle, protect and rely on that world. The
Buddha there is named Renown of Limitless Merit and Virtue and
Universal Brilliance. The teaching host who teaches and transforms living
beings in that world is so named because he has limitless merit and virtue

and has great renown.

Sutra:

Above this and passing through worlds in number like dust motes in
Buddha kshetras, there is a world called Towering Supreme Lamp. It
is shaped like the Buddha’s palm and exists upon a sea of precious
garments and fragrant streamers. Clouds of sun wheels that illumine
everywhere, magnificent gems and multi-storied pavilions cover it
completely. Located on the twentieth tier, it is surrounded by worlds in
number like dust motes in twenty Buddha kshetras and is totally pure.
The Buddha there is named Lamp Universally Illumining Space.

Commentary:
At a place above this world and passing through worlds in number like

dust motes in Buddha kshetras, there is yet another world which is a host
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to other worlds. It is called Towering Supreme Lamp. It is shaped just
like the Buddha’s palm and exists upon a sea of all kinds of precious
garments and fragrant streamers. Clouds of sun wheels that illumine
everywhere, magnificent gems and multi-storied pavilions cover it
completely. Located on the twentieth tier, it is surrounded by a retinue
of worlds in number like dust motes in twenty Buddha kshetras and
is totally pure. The Buddha, the teaching host there, is named Lamp
Universally Illumining Space.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, to the south of Immaculate Blazing Treasury
Fragrant Sea is the next fragrant sea called Wheel of Endless Light. It
has a world seed called Adorned with the Buddha’s Banner, which is

composed of the sounds of the Buddhas’ oceanic meritorious virtues.

Commentary:

Disciples of the Buddha, Universal Worthy Bodhisattva calls out again.
To the south of Immaculate Blazing Treasury Fragrant Sea is the next
fragrant sea called Wheel of Endless Light. It, this fragrant sea, has a
world seed called Adorned with the Buddha’s Banner because it is as if
adorned with the banner of the Buddha, which is composed of the sounds

of the Buddhas’ oceanic meritorious virtues.
* * * *

Despite all these years since the founding of Gold Mountain Monastery,
neither the monastics nor the laypeople cultivate. The more they cultivate,
the more they regress instead of making progress. Some people dont even
attend morning ceremony. Aside from those who have to go to jobs outside
of the temple, no one at Gold Mountain Monastery, no matter who you are,
can miss the morning ceremony. There is no excuse for being absent during
the morning ceremony other than laziness.

You should know the reason for the three disasters in the world. The three
disasters of flood, fire, and wind develop because people are lazy. Another
reason they happen is because people want good food. They open their eyes
to eat and close their eyes while working, showing that they have samadpi.
These people who enjoy eating but not working create the three disasters of
flood, fire, and wind.

We monastics should help living beings obtain fortune and blessings, so
we shouldn’t enjoy food so much. We shouldn’t be so lazy. We should get up
early in the morning to do morning ceremony. No matter who it may be,
as long as that person doesn’t have a terminal disease, he or she must join
morning ceremony. The only exception is that you have some kind of serious

illness, to the point that you can’t even eat. If you eat, you must participate
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in the morning ceremony. Does that mean you don’t have to participate if
you can’t eat? If you are able to attend, you must still do so.

The same thing applies to the repentance ceremony. Everyone should
attend it. You can’t go off to the side by yourself and not participate. It would
be shameless of you to go and do something else during the repentance!
You don’t even know enough to be ashamed! Don’t you know that its
embarrassing for you to be on the sidelines while others are bowing? How
could you tolerate it?

You should quickly come back from the restroom during the time that
people are going upstairs after the sutra lecture. Don’t start a meeting in the
rest room. ['ve seen this situation many, many times before. This is the worst
type of behavior whether you’re male or female. Other people are working,
and you run off somewhere to relax. People who do this repeatedly must be
kicked out!

We must be more and more diligent with each passing day and not more
and more lazy! We should be extremely ashamed and remorseful. Don’t be
the rotten apple in Buddhism, one who doesnt cultivate and influences

others not to cultivate either. That is absolutely impermissible.
* * * *

Sutra:

At its lowest extremity is a world called Charming Flower. It is shaped
like a jeweled wheel and exists upon a sea of mani tree treasuries and
magnificent gems. Clouds of jewels that magically display the likenesses
of Bodhisattvas cover it completely. It is surrounded by worlds in
number like dust motes in one Buddha kshetras and is totally pure. The
Buddha there is named Lotus Light Happy Face.

Commentary:

At its lowest extremity is a world called Charming Flower. It is shaped
like a jeweled wheel, appearing like a wheel formed from jewels, and
exists upon a sea of mani tree treasuries and magnificent gems. Clouds
of jewels that magically display the likenesses of Bodhisattvas cover it
constantly and completely. It is surrounded by a retinue of worlds in
number like dust motes in one Buddha kshetra and is totally pure. The
Buddha, the teaching host there, is named Lotus Light Happy Face. He

transforms living beings in that world.

£)To be continued





