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Friends from Afar: A Visit from Students of

Fushan Foreign Language Primary School in Shanghai
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On January 11, just as the New Year of 2012 began, the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) received its first student delegates
from the Children of Uganda. Five days later, CTTB received
its second group of students from the Fushan Foreign Language
Primary School in Shanghai, China. This back-to-back visit took
the current local school exchange program and extended it to
international students, marking an historic event for the school, on
this special occasion.

On January 16, 39 students from the 4th grade of the Fu Shan
Foreign Language Primary School, along with their five teachers,
arrived at CT'TB. Students from the Girls School warmly welcomed
the group and gave a brief presentation about the Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua, the CTTB, and the school itself. Our foreign student
friends, who were about 10 years old, were taken on a guided tour of
the campus. They were amazed by the novelty of the surroundings,
and their attention quickly turned to the adorable peacocks and
squirrels that freely roamed the area. They noted the peaceful

coexistence of humans and animals in this environment.

MarcH 2012 VaJrA BopH Sea

Al SASH © © ¢ o o o o

45



8

7t
g

46

DrarRMA REALM NEws

INIAETE A RESEE P BB ERERA — & &
TR | EEPRTREROR o MPIIERRF SANFREAILER -

BH - NIRRT I B LAY —fE ERR - fRER
ML LT —F - AR DG ESHIERE - mH
RETT TG RERE o B ARSI A e
Ko AGMHERER > KA HsER EE A
SAAMENSRZRZ] -

% o WRCHYER A2 SR A o AT IRV ERER - (R
{EZEF R EAE - BERERA T AR—HDRE ) BEE&
VIRNRESS » StRIL/NEATA RO e e %l - iz B4
R R T T $ kR ERE B - 45 S0 PR BE i == [0l X1z
56 MMEREZAEIER © T E AT IR E
B |

R —RERERE - R INERY NI R A N R LT T
2 VR A IR B o A IEC
KRR - R EE BRI R

OZ A RBEFTH®D » FEEEHHERF X @

www.cttbchinese.org

T

amEEnm —O0—-—ZF=N

The formal exchange program began at 4 p.m. when the
boys gathered at the Daoyuan Hall to watch the lion dance
performance. They even got a chance to personally play with the
ornately decorated lion heads. In the meantime, the girls were
having a wonderful time enjoying dances performed by girls
from our school. After the performance, the girls from the Fu
Shan School also got to perform on stage with the help of our
dance teachers. To our young friends, the opportunity to watch
and learn about their own traditions and culture on foreign soil
made the experience all the more interesting. Despite the tight
schedule and many planned activities, they insisted on attending
the evening prayers at the Buddha Hall.

The following day, the boys and girls took classes in respective
buildings. Soon, our visiting students became buddies with our
school’s students. The boys learned to make lanterns with Chinese
red envelopes and participated in a soccer tournament. They
came to understand that our CTTB students and athletes tried to
avoid blaming others for mistakes and focused on demonstrating
overall, good sportsmanship.

At mealtime, they all gathered at the dining hall for lunch.
The carefully prepared, delicious meal satisfied our young
friends’ palates. The practice of finishing every bit of food and
appreciating the work that went into the food left them with
yet another memorable impression. A couple of the boys from
the Shanghai Fu Shan School had a few grains of rice remaining
in the bowl, and they were immediately told to eat them all.
Afterwards, the Fu Shan students went back to their teachers and
said, “The students here are even stricter than our monitors.”

In a just a short day and a half, the Fu Shan students
completed a worthwhile and valuable trip. Equally, our students
greatly benefited from this mutual exchange program. The
students learned to treat guests with earnestness, and very much
appreciated the serene environment that CTTB has to offer for

such a learning experience.

©Please visit the CTTB Chinese web for students’ feedback and

activity video clips. www.cttbchinese.org






