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Wherever he was, with whomever he was dealing, in every waking

moment, the Venerable Master was always trying to help people to
understand themselves and to get on the right Path. It didnt have to
be explicitly labeled Buddhism. For example, he did a lot of teaching
of realtors while the Buddhist Association was looking for property.
He was never just looking for property for temples, he was also trying
to open up the minds and nourish the good qualities of the realtors
with whom he was dealing. Although there were a lot of nice realtors,
there were also a number of questionable ones. Sometimes he would
really spin them around, just like in the traditional the gong an (2%
%) stories. They wouldnt know whether they were coming or going.

Another example was his teaching of politicians. People would
introduce to the Venerable Master politicians who ranged on the
political spectrum all the way from the far right to the far left. Some
of the politicians had enough good roots so that they were fascinated
by him and attracted to him. It was interesting to watch, because
sometimes we'd get politicians who couldn’t stand each other visiting
the Venerable Master at the same time. They all had to behave
themselves in the Master’s presence.

Professor John Tsu, who was one of the highest ranking Chinese in
President George H.W. Bush’s presidential campaign and subsequent
administration, had been introduced to the Venerable Master by Paul
Cardinal Yubin. Professor Tsu had been Cardinal Yubin’s secretary,
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In 1988, the Venerable Master shakes hands with
President Bush in San Francisco’s Chinatown.

fSm S AE M ~ BT EAMRE - EAESUEE
Bt PR AR B CACE [ IERS - ARFEAZIERERE
B - BAEHREGZHESREE - A
L EBUEBIRZ FHELL AN - EARA G HE
Ryl B - At EEE A A T S Y i A AR AT
AFTRH R4 > WEE B amfE - BRI
AEpE&LL AN - BARZAEMRERA » E A
TIREHE > SUAFGIRFTEIBRY A —8E - fEiEA
HEE CAERTEE -

BAEE D ABBSRAYINEIL - E5 ARIE
TAHEURICAEEIRAHVEVE - A R AERAY -
LG H B AR REEFTRZ - 59— (ERA RIS -
AR — B AR - T EE A
b e £ AR - MFIERESIEARREAE

I R P A T B T PR = B
A BT E B EE] B NS - Mg 4K
B TR EAEVME - &R G IEEERRITAEEN
FESEHR U R EHBEFHE N EREZEEE - &
HREBIEM 484 B > WS ST HERZ B BE SR
BOREE - NI AR - fih—EAESS TR - %



later had been a professor of history at Rutgers and then director
of District 9 of the U.S. Department of Education. The Cardinal
introduced him to the Master and told him that he should help
with Dharma Realm Buddhist University. From that time on, he did
just that. Although he was a devout Catholic, he became one of the
chancellors of Dharma Realm Buddhist University.

Professor Tsu was very excited about introducing the Venerable
Master to then Vice President George H. W. Bush. And so when
the Vice-president was in San Francisco campaigning for president,
there was a campaign march down Grant Avenue in Chinatown, with
lots of local police and secret service protection. Professor Tsu took
advantage of the opportunity and asked the Master to come down
from Gold Mountain Monastery to the corner of Sacramento and
Grant Streets. When President Bush, who was walking down Grant
Street, approached the intersection, Professor Tsu asked him to walk
over to meet the Master. That was the first time they met.

Later on that day, we went with the Venerable Master to the park
in Chinatown, where they had set up a platform for President Bush
to speak. A VIP area was fenced off, and there were lots of people
standing outside of it, including a huge number of demonstrators.
A number of us were allowed into the VIP area, and the Master
was invited to sit on the platform with President and Mrs. Bush
and important political figures from the Chinese community. They
introduced the Master, but when he got up to speak, the organizers
told him he was not scheduled to talk. The Master paid no attention
whatsoever and went up to the microphone and spoke anyway. They
tried to stop him, but President Bush said, “No, no, it’s okay.” I dont
remember the exact words, but the gist of what the Venerable Master
said, in Chinese, was this, “I just met President Bush, so I don’t know
whether he'd make a good president or not. But what I can tell you is
that these are the qualities that would make a good president.”

And then he went through the Six Great Principles of the City of
the Ten Thousand Buddhas, one by one. As he went through these,
the protestors who could understand Chinese started cheering, for
obvious reasons. And then, one of the monks, who was translating for
the Master that day, went up to the microphone to translate. Professor
Tsu was embarrassed by what the Master had said and pushed the
Dharma Master aside to translate himself, not what the Master had
said, but what he thought the Master should have given as a standard
campaign speech.

Even with the President of the United States, the Master didn’t
mince words. He would say whatever he felt was right. I think
President H.W. Bush recognized that quality in him, liked him, and

asked him for advice from time to time. He was the only Buddhist
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who was invited to sit with the important dignitaries at President
Bush’s inauguration ceremony. And he was the only Buddhist invited
to the prayer service at the National Cathedral the morning after the
inauguration. This was a first for Buddhism in the West.

As I already mentioned, in addition to politicians, the Venerable
Master taught realtors agents as well. Of course, real estate agents are
sometimes obsessed with their commissions and want to sell properties
very fast. The Master would get them to be aware their attachments about
their commissions by suggesting that they take less than what they were
entitled to. It would look as if we were going to buy a property, then
we weren't buying it, then we were buying it, then we weren’t buying it.
This would go on so often that actually, when we found the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas property, I was so cynical about the whole process
that I had written it all off as the Venerable Master’s mission to bring
the Dharma to realtors. I simply did not believe that we were going to
buy the property. The Venerable Master finally had to insist that I go
with him to take a look at the property before I actually believed that
we were going to buy it.

In those days, the Venerable Master had people looking for property
that would be good sites for monasteries all the time. Some monks and
laymen took a look at the place and then told the Venerable Master about
it. He thought we should buy it. At that time, the Buddhist Association
had very little money, and the property was so large, compared to the
little building housing Gold Mountain Monastery on 15th Street, that
he really had to talk everybody into it, which he did of course. But it was
very difficult in the early years to make the payments on the property.

The Venerable Master was never one to ask for funds from anyone.
The formal opening of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas was a very
large event with over two thousand people attending--I think two
thousand people stayed overnight. Numberous people just came for the
ceremony, bus loads and bus loads of people, including a lot of Asian
Buddhists who were very curious. At lunch that day, the first thing the
Master did was publicly to put on notice some of the wealthy people
who came to take a look, saying that they were not going to get VIP
treatment, because at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas everybody is
equal, and besides, he knew that their money was ill-gotten anyway.

Thus, he offended a number of potential wealthy donors, because he
was always very straight with everyone. He never minced words, no
matter how wealthy anybody was and no matter how much they could
benefit the Buddhist association financially. The one lesson he taught us
then was that you shouldn’t be off by a hair’s breadth in your practice,
even if it seems that it is easier or expedient to do things another way. If
it’s not in accord with the Dharma, you don’t do it.
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